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Meet the Team
Mark Hill PARTNER
01285 648 105
mark.hill@mooreallen.co.uk

· RICS Registered 
Valuer

· Auctioneer

· Farm Sales 
· Valuations
· Estate Planning

Chris Graham PARTNER
01285 648 106
chris.graham@mooreallen.co.uk

· RICS Registered 
Valuer

· BPS

· Minerals
· Tenancies
· Succession Planning

Richard Dell
01285 648 112 
richard.dell@mooreallen.co.uk

· RICS Registered 
Valuer

· Commercial 
Property

·	 Farm	Diversification
· Planning & 

Development
· Valuations

Stuart Milsom PARTNER
01285 648 107
stuart.milsom@mooreallen.co.uk

· Farm & Estate 
Management 

· BPS

· Stewardship
· Tenancies
· Utility Claims

Emily Shorter 
01285 648 107 
emily.shorter@mooreallen.co.uk

· RICS Registered 
Valuer

· Stewardship

· Farming Agreements
· Digital Mapping
· Utility Claims

Hollie Byrne
01285 648 115  
hollie.byrne@mooreallen.co.uk

· Farm Sales
· Valuations

· Digital Mapping

Jack Ayres-Sumner ASSOCIATE
01367 252 541
jack.sumner@mooreallen.co.uk

· Farm & Estate 
Management 

· BPS

· Stewardship
· Tenancies
· Auctioneer

Peter Kirby CONSULTANT
01285 648 107 
peter.kirby@mooreallen.co.uk

· Machinery Auctions
· Stocktakings

· Utility Claims
· Tenancies

Amy McDonald ASSOCIATE
01285 648 115
amy.mcdonald@mooreallen.co.uk

· RICS Registered 
Valuer

· Farm Sales

· Valuations
· Digital Mapping
· Land Registration

Tina Breakspear
01285 648 106 
tina.breakspear@mooreallen.co.uk

· Farm Secretarial 
Services

· Wages
· VAT Returns

Paul Oughton PARTNER
01285 648 113
paul.oughton@mooreallen.co.uk

· Farm Management 
· BPS
· Stewardship

· Property Letting 
· Employment
· Tenancies

Nicola Windell
01285 648 115 
nicola.windell@mooreallen.co.uk

· Farm Sales
· Valuations

· Digital Mapping
· Land Registration

Oliver Newman
01285 648 107
oliver.newman@mooreallen.co.uk

· Property 
Management 

· Farming Agreements

· BPS
· Stewardship
· Utility Claims

Lucy Kernon
01285 648 107 
lucy.kernon@mooreallen.co.uk

· BPS
· Stewardship
· Planning

· Farm & Estate 
Management 

· Utility Claims
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April
14th - Machinery Auction, Langford, 
Lechlade

14th & 15th - Vintage and Antique 
Furniture Sale to include Home 
Interiors with Sporting and Fishing 
Sections, The Cirencester Salerooms

21st - Collective Machinery Auction, 
Great Somerford, Chippenham

M ay
17th - Deadline for 2020 Basic 
Payment Scheme Application

June
23rd - Collective Machinery Auction, 
Great Somerford, Chippenham

July
3rd & 4th - The Cotswold Show, 
Cirencester Park

August
14th - Somerford 
Show, Great 
Somerford, Chippenham

September
15th - Machinery Auction, West 
Oxfordshire 

25th - The FFF&B Ploughing Match, 
Hatford, Faringdon

Welcome
Well, what a year 2020 turned out to be! The 175th Anniversary 
Year of the firm was certainly a memorable one, particularly for the 
implications of Covid and the disruption to our daily lives. We had 
not anticipated holding two machinery auctions online, organising 
viewers into timeslots and cancelling handshakes – and yet we 
adapted quickly to make it happen. More importantly, you did too 
and I hope that you, like us, had great fun watching the clock tick 
down on each lot. The Rural Sales Team sold an excellent range 
of properties, each with their own particular set of issues, which 
highlights the breadth of knowledge we have under one roof. 
Despite numerous challenges, the Team has coped extremely 
well and we are grateful for the ongoing support of our Clients 
and fellow professionals. 

Alongside the highlights, we were shocked to learn of the sudden 
and serious illness of Chris Graham and our thoughts are with him 
as he continues his treatment. On a bright note Chris, and his long 
term partner Sue were married in early January (see photo left).

2021 promises to be another year of uncertainty, but with 
hope on the horizon for a successful vaccine rollout and better 
understanding of the disease. It has been evident throughout 
that the countryside does not stop; crops still need to be grown, 
livestock tended, chattels traded and land valued. The Brexit 
transition has been and gone, the Agriculture Bill passed and a 
different set of pressures will now affect farms and estates. The 
impending budget may seek repayment of huge government 
borrowing.

Our young and expanding Team (see “Agriculture Team News”) is 
well placed to take on the challenges ahead which will include the 
transition to ELMS, a possible retirement fund for farmers and the 
expected financial challenges of the budget.  

I hope you enjoy reviewing some of the highlights of the past 
twelve months and look forward to continuing our work with you 
over the months and years ahead. 

Head of Agriculture

3
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1,567

SALES OF RURAL 
PROPERTIES

acres of farmland sold 
with a total sale price of 
£18,886,193.

CONTACT:  
Mark Hill, Amy McDonald or 
Hollie Byrne 01285 648115

241

HOUSES & COTTAGES 

houses and cottages 
were let and

 were under 
management.

CONTACT:  
Paul Oughton 01285 648113

289

2020 in Numbers
In 2020 the Agriculture Team completed the following on behalf of our farming 
and landowning Clients:

BASIC PAYMENT 
SCHEME 

BPS Applications were 
submitted before the 
deadline of 15th June, 

involving over 58,565 
acres (23,702 hectares) 

with an expected payment to our 
Clients of in excess of £5.5 million.

CONTACT:  
Stuart Milsom 01285 648107

259
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ANNUAL STOCKTAKING VALUATIONS
Annual Stocktaking Valuations were carried 
out, ranging from small farming businesses to large 
corporations, in Oxfordshire, Gloucestershire and 

Wiltshire and Buckinghamshire.

CONTACT:  
Mark Hill or Jack Ayres-Sumner 01285 648105

30

PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Successful Planning Applications were made for 
changes in use.

CONTACT:  
Richard Dell or Lucy Kernon 01285 648107

10

COMPENSATION CLAIMS

Compensation Claims were 
undertaken in respect of road & 
development schemes, pipelines etc. 

CONTACT:  
Stuart Milsom 01285 648107

24

FARMING 
ARRANGEMENTS 

New Farm Business Tenancies 
covering 1,095 acres.

FBT Rent Reviews covering 1,083 
acres. 

FBTs under management

AHA Rent Reviews covering  
1,490 acres. 

New Contract Farming 
Arrangements of over 1,225 acres.  

Contract Farming Arrangements 
under management, covering  
5,430 acres. 

Grazing Licences covering 3,053 
acres.

CONTACT: 

Stuart Milsom 01285 648107

6

12

25

12

5

11

47

6

1,440

MACHINERY AUCTIONS
Machinery Auctions were conducted, 
including 2 online. 

Lots were sold with a total value 
of £1,054,295.

CONTACT:  
Mark Hill or Peter Kirby 01285 648115

COUNTRYSIDE 
STEWARDSHIP SCHEMES 

New Mid-Tier and Higher-Tier  
applications were made.

ELS, HLS and existing Countryside 
Stewardship annual claims. 

CONTACT:  
Emily Shorter 01285 648107 

20

68

RICS RED BOOK VALUATIONS
Our Agriculture Team includes 5 RICS Registered 
Valuers who are qualified to undertake formal Red 
Book valuation reports of freehold properties for the 
purposes of capital taxation, secured lending, finan-

cial statements, etc. In 2020 they undertook: 

Red Book Valuation reports with a total market 
value in excess of £62 million

CONTACT:  
Mark Hill or Amy McDonald 
01285 648115

167

5

DIGITAL MAPPING
Digital Maps of farms, land and residential 
properties were produced for Land Registration, 
sales, valuation and planning purposes.

CONTACT:  
Amy McDonald or Nicola Windell 01285 648115

211



6 mooreallen.co.uk

Annual Review Spring 2021

The Sale of a Cotswold Farm
A Case Study

During 2020, Moore Allen & Innocent conducted the 
marketing and sale of a substantial Cotswold farm in 
conjunction with Cirencester based Solicitors, Sewell 
Mullings Logie.

The farm that was sold comprised a main house, a pair of 
cottages, buildings and about 883 acres of farmland in a 
beautiful Cotswold landscape.  

Pre-2020
Farm Management: 
In 2017 our Clients ceased in-hand farming and decided to 
enter into a contract farming arrangement. We advertised 
the contract farming opportunity; tenders were received, 

and a contract farming agreement was entered into with a 
local farmer. We managed the farm under this agreement 
(Anthony Wright).

Machinery Auction:
In September 2017, the farm machinery and equipment 
was sold on the farm by public auction (Peter Kirby and 
Emma Buse). 

Employment:
The two farm Employees were laid off and their occupation 
of the farm cottages was regularised (Paul Oughton). 

Probate Valuation:
In the Autumn of 2019, we were instructed by the 
Executors of a deceased Estate to undertake a valuation 
for Inheritance Tax purposes of the entire estate, including 
a number of houses and cottages and over 1,000 acres 
of farmland, in compliance with the RICS Valuation 
Standards. The report included recommendations for a 
claim of Agricultural Property Relief (Mark Hill and Amy 
McDonald).

The MA&I Agriculture Team, and the 
firm in general, provided our Clients 
with a wide range of services, in 
addition to the sale of the farm.
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During 2020
In early 2020, instructions were received to make 
preparations for the marketing and sale of most of the farm. 
The aim was to place the property on to the open market in 
the first week of June. A substantial amount of preparatory 
work had to be undertaken.  This included the production 
of full size digital Ordnance Survey plans showing a variety 
of information such as Land Registry titles, services, rights 
of access, cropping etc.  More detailed plans showed the 
dwellings and buildings.

We completed 55 pages of replies to pre-contract 
enquiries in addition to research into issues such as 
boundaries, rights of way, etc. We commissioned asbestos 
and drainage surveys, searches, Land Registry titles and 
many other matters in conjunction with the Solicitors.  
We created an online “data room” into which we put a 
comprehensive range of information about the farm. This 
was made available to interested parties. 

A full colour sale brochure was designed and printed with 
professional photography. The property was launched to 
the market somewhat late due to the Covid lockdown, 
but after a considerable amount of interest, and a great 
number of viewings, each accompanied by a Member of 
our Team, sales were successfully concluded in 3 lots. 

During this time, Amy McDonald left on maternity leave and 
Hollie Byrne stepped into her shoes and assisted with the 
marketing and sale of the farm.

Many other members of the Agriculture Team and the firm 
in general were involved in other aspects during this period:

• The on-going management of the farm until 
completion (Anthony Wright);

• A valuation of the contents of the farmhouse for 
Inheritance Tax purposes, and the removal and 
sale by auction of certain items at our Cirencester 
Salerooms (Philip Allwood and our Fine Arts Team);

• The on-going management of the cottages forming 
part of the estate by our Residential Lettings Team;

• The transfer of the Basic Payment Entitlements 
and the Countryside Stewardship Scheme to the 
Buyers of each lot (Anthony Wright);

• The sale of an off lying Cottage by our Residential 
Sales Team (Roy Bowyer).

The above is only a brief overview of the level of work 
required in order to place a farm property of this nature 
on to the open market, and the range of services 
that Moore Allen & Innocent can provide during this 
process.
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A Selection of Farms & Rural 
Properties Sold in 2020

WHITEHALL FARM 153.36 acres
Cricklade, Wiltshire

Two Houses, pair of Cottages, Farm & Commercial 
Buildings and Pastureland Guide Price £3,250,000

SWILLBROOK FARM 295.62 acres
Malmesbury, Wiltshire

Farmhouse, four Cottages, Farm Buildings and 
Pastureland  Guide Price £4,500,000

SOLD

LOWER IDSTONE FARM 86.82 acres
Idstone, Wiltshire

Farmhouse, Cottage, Farm Buildings and Pastureland  
 Guide Price £1,800,000

NEAR CIRENCESTER 883.11 acres
Gloucestershire

Farmhouse, pair of Cottages, Farm Buildings,  
Farmland and Woodland Guide Price £10,410,000

SOLD

BROADLEAZE FARM 110.64 acres
Cricklade, Wiltshire

Pastureland and Farm Buildings Guide Price £875,000

BOURNE FARM 55.65 acres
Purton Stoke, Wiltshire

Farmhouse, Farm Buildings and  
Pastureland Guide Price £975,000

SOLD SOLD

SOLD STC

SOLD STC
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LAND AT MINCHINHAMPTON 6.11 acres
Gloucestershire

Pasture Paddock Guide Price £100,000

LAND AT MARSHMOUTH LANE 
Bourton-on the-Water, Gloucestershire 20.35 acres
Pastureland and Building with Planning for Equestrian 
 Guide Price £200,000

LAND & BUILDINGS AT ABLINGTON 
Gloucestershire 0.57 acre
Paddock and Buildings Guide Price £80,000

LAND & BUILDING AT QUARHOUSE 
Stroud, Gloucestershire 2.87 acres
Paddock, Woodland and an Agricultural Building  
 Guide Price £110,000

FARMLAND AT FIRS FARM 89.56 acres
Little Somerford, Wiltshire

Arable Land Guide Price £630,000

FARMLAND AT LEIGHFIELD FARM 
The Leigh, Wiltshire 59.85 acres
Permanent Grassland Guide Price £475,000

SOLD STC

SOLD STC

SOLD

SOLD SOLD

For advice on the marketing and sale of all rural properties please contact  
Mark Hill, Amy McDonald or Hollie Byrne on 01285 648115

SOLD
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Emma Buse
At the beginning of January, Emma completed 20 years 
working within the Agriculture Team. She has mostly been 
involved with the marketing, sale and valuation of farms 
and rural properties. However, she will be best known to 
many of you as the organiser of farm machinery sales. 

Amy McDonald
Last June we 
received the 
exciting news 
that Amy and her 
husband Alastair 
w e l c o m e d 
Jonah Lachlan 
McDonald into 
the world. This 
was just the 
news that we 
all needed last 

year! Amy returns from maternity leave in early April, to 
once more take up her role as an Associate within the 
business she will assist in the marketing sale and valuation 
of rural properties.

Hollie Byrne
Hollie trained and passed her RICS and CAAV professional 
exams with Moore Allen & Innocent before leaving for 
pastures new in 2015. She returned to us in 2020 as 
maternity cover for Amy McDonald. However, we are 
pleased to announce that she will be remaining with the 
firm on a full-time basis when Amy returns, to further 
complement the Team. Her role will primarily be to assist 
in the marketing, sale and valuation of rural properties.

New to the Team
Oliver Newman 
“I grew up on a mixed, diverse farm, local to Cirencester 
and studied agriculture and farm management at 
Hartpury College. I also spent a year travelling Australia, 
New Zealand and Asia and whist in New Zealand took the 
opportunity to tour around a range of farms and farming 
systems. On my return I began working as an assistant 
farm manager on a large estate between Newbury and 
Reading. 

I joined Moore Allen & Innocent as an Agricultural Assistant 
in March 2020, and although it has been a tricky first year 
with Covid restrictions, it has been a new challenge and 
one I have enjoyed getting stuck into. I look forward to 
increasing my knowledge and to continue learning over 
the coming years”.

Lucy Kernon
“Having grown up locally, just outside Cricklade, I then 
studied for a degree in Rural Land Management from 
the Royal Agricultural University. After graduating from 
the RAU, I pursued a career working with horses, and 
groomed for top level Event riders, including former 
Olympians, before joining Moore Allen & Innocent as an 
Agricultural Assistant in November, 2020”. 

Jack Ayres-Sumner
Jack joined the Agriculture Team in February, 2021 as 
an Associate in the firm. He is a fully qualified Chartered 
Surveyor and auctioneer, and will be working between our 
Cirencester and Lechlade offices. Jack will be advising 
Clients on matters such as estate management, Basic 
Payment Scheme, planning and general advice. We have 
enjoyed welcoming Jack to the Team.

Agriculture Team News

The MAI Fundraising Team in action
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If you have a property that you would like rented out 
or are looking for an agent to take away the stress and 
manage a property for you, we would be delighted to 
discuss how we can help. Tel. 01285 648113 or email: 
lettings@mooreallen.co.uk

Fundraising
Gloucestershire Young Carers 
Last year our chosen charity was Gloucestershire 
Young Carers, a charity that provides support to 
young people who care for members of their family. 
It is estimated that there are currently 7,000 young 
carers in Gloucestershire, with the average age being 
just 12. 

In October, members of the MA&I Team took part 
in a charity challenge, cycling over 50 miles to raise 
money for Gloucestershire Young Carers. It was not 
the challenge we had originally arranged, of cycling 
175 Kilometers on a conference bike, which we put 
on hold due to the pandemic. We felt that last year of 
all years the charity would need our support, so we 
wanted to do our best for them, restrictions permitting 
of course! We received £500 in sponsorship, bringing 
our total raised for the charity to over £7,000. We 
look forward to being able to complete the 175km 
challenge we had planned this year and raising 
much more for this amazing charity which we will be 
supporting again. 

Due to Covid 19 many of the events we usually 
support were cancelled in 2020. We did, however 
still manage to sponsor the Beaufort Point to Point 
and a horse and pony show at Badminton. Within 
the office we held a Big Breakfast, Pancake Day and 
Bauble decorating to raise funds for Gloucestershire 
Young Carers. A Macmillan bake sale and a Save the 
Children’s Christmas Jumper Day were also held. We 
hope that during 2021 we will be able to support our 
normal range of events including the Cotswold Show, 
the FFFB Ploughing Match, Somerford Show, Duck 
Races and many other events in aid of local charities.

MA&I Lettings Team -
Crowned Regional Winners
“The Team performed outstandingly throughout 
the extensive judging, which focused on customer 
service levels”.

Having retained the title of ‘Gold Winner’ award for best 
letting agent in Cirencester for the third year running, 
the Moore Allen & Innocent lettings Team struck gold 
again, being crowned the Gold Winners for the best 
letting agency throughout the Gloucestershire and 
Oxfordshire region in the British Property Awards.

The award comes at a time when the lettings market 
is facing unprecedented challenges, not only in terms 
of managing logistics and client expectations, but 
also with regards the significant changes across 
areas such as taxation, legislation and compliance.

33 Castle Street redecoration
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Past
Not only was 2020 one of the top five hottest on record 
for the UK (as well as one of the top ten wettest and the 
top ten sunniest years) it was also a truly momentous year 
with regards to economic support for UK agriculture.

Following 3½ years of uncertainly after the country’s 
EU membership referendum in June 2016, the United 
Kingdom officially departed from the European Union on 
31st January, 2020. This was followed by a Withdrawal 
Agreement transition period until 31st December, 2020 
- supposedly to provide time for agreement on a trade 
agreement to prevent a cliff-edge ‘No Deal’ Brexit and 
fallback to World Trade Organisation rules.

An EU Exit trade agreement framework was eventually 
agreed on 24th December and signed by both parties 
on 30th December - less than 48 hours before the new 
arrangements were to be introduced.

In tandem with this, and after 100 hours of parliamentary 
debate, the UK Agriculture Bill finally received Royal 
Assent on 11th November. The Bill sets out how farmers 
and land managers in England will be rewarded in the 

future with ‘public money for public goods’ in place of 
EU’s Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and represents 
the most significant change in domestic agricultural policy 
since the 1947 Agriculture Act.

Present
Within the Bill, the Financial Assistance Plan includes 
measures to improve air and water quality, enhance wildlife 
and soil health, reduce flooding and tackle the effects of 
climate change, but noticeably little about farming and 
food production.

The incentives under the flagship Environmental Land 
Management (ELM) Scheme are aimed to provide a 
vehicle for achieving the goals of the Government’s 25-
year Environment Plan and the UK’s commitment to reach 
net zero emissions by 2050. 

In a further move, the Government has introduced it’s 
‘Agricultural Transition Plan for England’, setting out 
the ways in which the Basic Payment is to be reduced 
by 2024, thereby releasing money for environmental, 
productivity and animal welfare schemes.

2020: Brexit and Beyond
It was a truly momentous year for economic support of UK agriculture.
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“It represents the most significant 
change in domestic agricultural policy 
since the 1947 Agriculture Act.”

At the very least, the annual Basic Payment Scheme 
income will reduce by 50% by 2024 with larger claimants 
of £150,000+ seeing reductions of 70% within that 
timeframe. The stated intention is that the BPS will be 
withdrawn completely by 2028.

BPS Payment
2021  

reduction
2022  

reduction
2023  

reduction
2024  

reduction

Up to £ 30,000 5 % 20 % 35 % 50 %

£ 30,000 - £ 50,000 10 % 25 % 40 % 55 %

£ 50,000 - £ 150,000 20 % 35 % 50 % 65 %

£ 150,000 + 25 % 40 % 55 % 70 %

Farmers and land managers will be able to apply for 
alternative support during this time, with Countryside 
Stewardship schemes remaining open to new applications 
in the first few years of the agricultural transition period as 
well as productivity grants and potentially a lump sum exit 
scheme also being made available.

Direct Payments

•	 Direct Payment Reduction
•	 Lump Sum Exit Scheme
•	 Delinking

Environment & Animal Welfare

•	 Legacy Countryside Stewardship
•	 ELM 

•	 Sustainable Farming Incentive
•	 Local Nature Recovery
•	 Landscape Recovery

•	 ELM Tests, Trials & National Pilot
•	 Tree Health Scheme (and Pilot)
•	 Farming in Protected Landscapes
•	 Animal Health & Welfare

Improving Productivity

•	 Farming investment fund
•	 Research, development & innovation
•	 Slurry investment scheme
•	 Farm resilience support
•	 New Entrants support scheme

Future
The removal of the previous EU support systems which, 
for all their faults provided a huge degree of structure and 
stability to budgeting and developing farm businesses, 
will have a significant effect on all land-based farming, and 
on both landowners and tenants alike.

As at February 2021, the Government has concluded 
trade agreements with 65 countries and trading blocks. 
Most of these countries will have far lower costs of 
production than England and it is likely that farmers will 
be increasingly exposed to competition from cheap food 
imports.

Without doubt, consumers are becoming more interested 
in their food – not only animal welfare but also where 
their food comes from but, putting lockdown to one side, 
approximately 50% of all food is eaten out of the home 
and that is where the cheap food will come in. For this 
reason, commodity food production may no longer be 
the most viable or sustainable option for many farming 
businesses.

Those who farm and manage land will need to look hard 
at their businesses - as well as the assets therein, to 
understand how they can adapt to replace the income 
lost from the phasing out of BPS.

The next 5 years will be a period of rapid transformation 
in the countryside, not only in terms of funding, but also in 
terms of technology, climate change and changing public 
expectations of what land should be used for.

There will be opportunities for most businesses, difficult 
times for many and change for nearly all. The need to plan 
a future for your business has never been greater and in 
these uncertain times objective, professional advice and 
guidance is crucial.

As a long established and multi-disciplined 
firm, Moore Allen & Innocent is able to 
review and advise Clients on all aspects 
of land and estate management - whether 
on new schemes, diversification or 
development, retirement, succession or 
joint ventures to name but a few. 

Our team of specialist advisers has the 
expertise and the experience of working 
with farmers, families and rural businesses 
alike to understand and to deliver on your 
objectives. Contact one of our team today 
to discuss how we can help.

“There will be opportunities for most, 
but professional advice and guidance is 
crucial.”



14 mooreallen.co.uk

Annual Review Spring 2021

When the Covid lockdown took over our lives in March 
2020, we had been instructed to undertake two excellent 
dispersal sales of farm machinery and equipment. The 
sale on behalf of Messrs A & M Clark of Lowesmoor Farms 
Limited, Cherington was booked for Wednesday, 25th 
March and the sale on behalf of Mr J C Spencer of Pink 
Lane Farm, Charlton was booked for Thursday, 21st May. 
However, the lockdown meant that these sales could not 
be undertaken “live” in the traditional manner in the field. 
We had a deadline for both sales of the end of June, but it 
became apparent that this would not be achievable.

We therefore looked into the possibility of conducting 
online timed auctions instead.  

Teaching Old Dogs New Tricks
Machinery Sales with a difference, when the Covid lockdown took over our 
lives in March 2020

“Moore Allen & Innocent has been 
conducting farm auctions for 175 years. 
However, at this point an entire new set 
of auction skills would have to be learnt.”

The matter was further complicated by the pandemic, 
which meant that viewings on the farms had to be 
undertaken by appointment at specific times only. 
Detailed photographs and descriptions of the lots were 
downloaded to an online portal. All bidders had to register 
online before the sale commenced. Our Auctioneers were 
on a massive learning curve!

The sales were both outstanding successes. Buyers from 
all over the country and from abroad were able to bid from 
the comfort of their offices, at a time that suited them. 
The Lowesmoor sale ran from 15th to 17th June and the 
Pink Lane Farm sale ran from 22nd to 24th June. In both 
sales, there was frantic bidding before the final curtain. 
Both Clients were delighted with the sale results.

Although we were glad to get back to the traditional auction 
methods in the autumn of 2020, with live dispersal sales 
at Uffington and Idstone and a collective sale at Great 
Somerford, the online timed auction has proved itself to be 
an excellent string to our bow. It is a method of sale that 
we can utilise in circumstances where a live auction may 
not be appropriate for any reason.
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In 1991 we were instructed 
by Mr John Trehearne of 
Hazleton Manor to undertake 
a dispersal auction of 
his farm machinery and 

equipment on his retirement 
from farming. It was a proper “old fashioned” sale, which 
also comprised his horses, his cars (including a yellow 
and black Armstrong Siddeley limousine), his four poster 
bed, a gypsy caravan and a rather disreputable Triumph 
motorbike sidecar.  

Half an hour before the sale was due to start, John jumped 
onto the motorbike and shouted to auctioneer Mark Hill to 

get into the sidecar. We were to attempt a “ton” along 
the entrance drive, something he had never yet achieved. 
The drive to the Manor is very straight, running for about 
760 yards. It was then pitted with pot-holes and the 
suspension of the bike was none too good. There was a 
queue of traffic arriving for the sale.  However, we reached 
the cattle grid next to the entrance, turned and set off 
along the drive at a good pace. 

As we neared the Manor, which adjoined the sale field, the 
gathered assembly of buyers lined up along the edge of 
the drive, waving and cheering with great enthusiasm as 
the intrepid driver and the rather rattled auctioneer roared 
past. By the time we reached the Manor, we had just 
passed 100mph. All was going well until, at that moment, 
the brakes failed. Fortunately, at the rear of the Manor was 
the stable muck heap, a vast pile which had not been 
emptied for many years. Into this John hurtled the bike, 
and both he and the auctioneer were catapulted head-
first into the muck. 

Despite being somewhat dazed by this adventure, the 
auctioneer brushed himself off and commenced the 
sale only a few minutes later than had been advertised. 
However, the bike was too bent to be offered for sale. 
John retreated for a stiffener.

The Trials and Tribulations of Working 
within the MA&I Agriculture Team
Machinery Auction at Hazleton Manor, near Rodmarton
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