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ARE YOUR AGRI-ENVIRONMENT
SCHEMES COMPLIANT?
Tom Bridge | Environmental Consultant

As we head towards Brexit, the guaranteed income from agri-environment 
schemes are becoming more important. As well as assisting clients to apply 
for these schemes, Brown & Co can also help ensure that existing schemes 
are compliant, which is equally as important.

Scheme inspections are increasingly looking not just at presence of options, 
but also the success of those options. This increases the risk of compliance 
issues. To help mitigate this threat, Brown & Co is introducing a new range of 
services that will be offered to Stewardship Scheme participants. The multi-
tiered range of annual packages has been successfully trialled to clients in 
Norfolk and we are delighted to announce it is now available across the firm. 

There are three tiers available. The first-tier package involves a regular letter 
with scheme-specific instructions and actions, together with completion of 
your annual claim and year-round telephone support for scheme-related 
queries.

The next tier adds site visits to the package, which will spot check and 
assess option location, area and quality, followed by a report detailing what 
actions, if any, are required.

The highest level will see all options and plots accurately mapped using GPS 
and assessed for quality and location. This inspection will then be followed 
by a report and client meeting to discuss scheme progress and identify future 
areas of work.

The main purpose of these packages is to focus on higher-risk aspects of 
clients’ agreements and to assess them, so that guidance can be offered 
about potential areas of improvement that may be needed and to provide 
greater confidence that the guaranteed income from stewardship is secure.

TACKLING THE INCREASE
OF BUSINESS RATES IN
THE RURAL SECTOR
Steve Bicknell | Commercial Rating Specialist

Business rates has been a topical subject recently, but very little 
coverage has been given to the rural community and the effect 
the revaluation has had there. 

Press coverage has concentrated on the High Street versus 
online retailer debate. While a good percentage of High Street 
shops have seen an increase in their assessment, the online 
retailers are perceived to have had little or no change to their 
liability. 

However, a number of property types, often found in rural 
areas, have seen some of the biggest increases in rateable value 
between the 2010 and 2017 rating lists. Riding schools, livery 
yards and holiday lets have all seen some of the worst. They are 
also some of the more popular choices for farmers when they 
look to diversification. 

Challenging these, and other assessments, has been made more 
difficult following the Valuation Office Agency’s introduction of 
a new appeals system called ‘Check, Challenge, Appeal’. While 
there were some good intentions behind the new process, like 
protecting ratepayers from being exploited by rogue agents, it 
has caused many individuals to abandon making an appeal. 
This is not only down to the complexity of the registration 
process but also the fear of punishment if you inadvertently 
make a mistake with any part of your case. 

On a more positive note, there are a number of rate relief 
schemes that can help rural businesses. The government has 
also taken steps to try and soften the blow for anyone who had 
a large increase in their rateable value and lost their entitlement 
to either Rural Rate Relief or Small Business Rate Relief.

In another move, the government set up the Local Discretionary 
Rates Relief Scheme that allows local authorities to channel 
further relief into the business rates system. While this is 
welcomed, somewhat confusingly, each billing authority has 
chosen to use the money in a different way, so the eligibility 
criteria for each district is different. 

So, while it isn’t all doom and gloom, business rates has become 
a very complex tax and getting the right advice is crucial. 
Messing up a Check, Challenge, Appeal application at the 
beginning of the process can seriously hinder your chances of 
success, but as you can see there are other avenues to explore 
which may also help to reduce your liability. 

This is where businesses such as Brown & Co can assist. They have 
the expertise to guide you through all aspects of rate relief. They 
can also advise you on whether your Rateable Value is correct 
in the first place and how to mount a successful challenge if it isn’t.


