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In this final edition of Distinctive for 2018 we travel  
to South Wales to talk to some fascinating people and  
businesses, from bespoke designers to restorers,  
from the creative to the idyllic.  

We also keep you informed of the property market and some exciting new 
developments for pa black.

There is no doubt that this has been an interesting year for property 
transactions in the wake of so many changes, such as the stamp duty land tax, 
political upheaval, including, of course, Brexit.  Yet through this uncertain time, 
it has remained a positive year for Peter Alan in that we have sold and let more 
properties than any other estate agent in South Wales.*

We continue to see increased demand for property in South East Wales, 
especially in Newport and Cardiff, due to the removal of the Severn bridge toll 
at the end of the year.  As such, Newport has a dominant part to play within the 
pages that await you.

This increased demand means that South Wales is bucking the UK trend in the 
housing market, along with parts of the Midlands and the North.

I’m delighted to announce the launch of pa black lettings, some 15 years to the 
month after we originally launched Peter Alan lettings.  

It is also 7 years since the launch of pa black, which is now a well-established 
brand in property within the region.  We’re known for delivering high levels of 
customer service, having great choice of quality property, and being embedded 
in the local communities which we serve.

With a fantastic collection of the finest homes in South Wales featured within 
this magazine, we are sure you will find your new home.  Our specialist pa black 
team are always available should you be looking to buy, sell, let or rent.
We look forward to seeing you soon.”

Andrew Barry
 
Managing Director, pa black 
pablack.co.uk

* Verified by Rightmove and Zoopla

Head office:  Peter Alan Ltd, Ty Croes Cwrlwys, Copthorne Way,  
 Valegate Retail Park, Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff CF5 6EH  
Tel:  0845 045 5550 
Online version:  pablack.co.uk/distinctivemagazine

Persistently
Distinctive

pablack .co.uk  |   3



Paul Forse 
Business Development Manager

Paul first started with Peter Alan in the mid 1980’s and he is one of  
the longest serving and most experienced managers in the group.  
He has successfully managed many of our offices across the whole of 
the South Wales region and brings to PA Black a wealth of knowledge 
relating to the property market. Paul will offer you a first class approach 
to the successful marketing and selling of your property.

Hassan Alkarim 
Business Development Manager

Coming from a banking background and having started his career with 
pa black in the Cowbridge branch during 2015, Hassan’s true passion 
has always been for distinctive and prestige homes.  He has extensive 
knowledge and experience of the property industry, and is dedicated to 
always offering customers quality sales advice and guidance in order to 
ensure the best results for their properties. Hassan is truly passionate 
about delivering a professional, effective and first class service to all pa 
black customers through every step of the process, from initial meeting 
through to completion.

David Lovitt 
Head of pa black

With over 36 years’ experience in the South Wales property market, 
David Lovitt has a wealth of local property knowledge and an innate 
understanding of the most effective methods of marketing properties 
to buyers in Wales. David has headed pa black since its inception in 
January 2011 and his friendly professional approach towards his clients 
has helped to grow pa black from its modest beginnings into the strong 
recognised brand that it is today.

Delivering a distinctive 
service for distinctive homes:  
 
Meet the people marketing 
your distinctive home...

pa black is the exclusive homes service  
from Peter Alan – Wales’s biggest estate 
agency with over 50 years’ experience of 
selling homes.
 
Our team of specialist property experts 
have unrivalled local and regional 
market knowledge combined with 
proven expertise to ensure the maximum 
value for your home.

We understand that moving home is  
one of the most important decisions  
you can make for you and your family. 
That’s why we will assist, advise and 
support you at every stage of the selling 
process and promote your property as if 
it were our own.

James Matthews 
Business Development Manager

For over 20 years James has been working in the property industry,  
with an extensive range of experience gained in key roles.  His career 
started after studying Architectural Technology at Southampton 
University before taking on a role at an independent agent and surveyors.  
He joined Peter Alan in 1997 and, after successfully managing a number 
of branches, is now the Business Development Manager based in 
Newport. James is skilled at translating conversations to ensure we 
correctly market each property to achieve the best possible price.

Angela Davey 
Head of pa black lettings

Since 2003, Angela has been a highly regarded member of Peter Alan 
and the South Wales lettings scene.  Her wealth of experience led to 
the introduction of the lettings arm of the business over 15 years ago, 
which has gone from a managed portfolio of zero to just under 4,000 
properties across 28 branches.  This year she felt the time was right 
for a new challenge and is now bringing her vast experience to launch 
pa black lettings.  This high-end proposition will fill a real gap in the 
market in South Wales by meeting the demand for executive homes for 
those moving into the area. 
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No matter where you are in the world, there 
will be that moment when a property catches 
your eye and you are intrigued.  It could 
be a luxury mansion perched on a hillside 
with spectacular views, or a pretty cottage 
in a picturesque village whose charm and 
character grabs your attention.  Property has 
this unique way of distracting us from the 
status quo, evoking emotions, memories,  
and an overwhelming sense of home.

It can be easy to lose sight of the joys of buying, 
selling, or letting a home of distinction when the 
process becomes messy and stressful. There 
is no doubt that often it can be complicated; 
situations may arise that are unexpected, but 
it’s how these situations are managed that 
has the biggest impact on your experience.

Heading up our pa black team are some of our 
most experienced and long-serving members 
of our team.  They have handled property 
transactions from the straightforward to 
those that take a lot of patience and resilience 
to keep on track.  pa black is their sole focus; 
they are passionate about its success and are 
committed to ensuring its continued success.

“We would like to thank all the staff 
at the pa black Llanishen Office 
Cardiff. People say the two most 

stressful things you can go through is 
marriage and buying/moving house, 

well I agree with one (marriage). 
When we were looking to move  

home a few friends mentioned they 
had dealt with pa black Llanishen 

and were very impressed with them, 
so we phoned and arranged  

a valuation on our home. 

From our first meeting with  
David Lovitt we were impressed. 

He was courteous, polite and 
knowledgeable of the housing market. 
Since meeting Mr Lovitt we have also 

dealt with all the staff at the office: 
Luly, the Branch Manager, Molly, 

Chris, Rhys and Melanie.  They have 
been amazing with every little detail, 

and nothing is a problem for them. 

They have kept us updated via  
phone calls, texts, and emails -  

even on their days off. They have sold 
our house and we are also buying a 

property through them. At each stage 
they have made the process run as 

smoothly as possible.

We are looking forward to moving 
into our new home. A special mention 

goes to Luly, Molly and Chris -  
you are amazing. As you know,  

I am a nightmare to work with but 
you guys are the best.”

M R  &  M R S  R O D R I G U E S 

The pa black way 
of giving value

To them, success is based on one thing only: 
the client’s experience.  Working in the higher 
end of the property market is packed full of 
challenges that many don’t see.  It’s these 
challenges that drive them; they take on the 
rough so that clients can enjoy the smooth.

Although Peter Alan and pa black may be a 
large estate agency, hiring local people who 
love where they live translates to service 
that is authentically honest.  We never 
shy away from difficult conversations; by 
understanding you and the reasons for your 
move, we know how to navigate the best 
way forward.  If you’re thinking of moving 
home, never underestimate the value of the 
experience you receive.

It’s a joy to support the communities 
that we serve; through charitable 
events and sponsorship, we are told 
our support has made a big difference. 

Giving value can be measured in many ways.

For Sale:
The Old Post Office, Cross Ash
For more information see page 54
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“To explain where we are now I’ve got to go back 
to when I launched lettings in Peter Alan 15 years 
ago. From a zero base we’ve built our managed 
portfolio up to just under 4,000 properties, 
operating across 28 branches. I’m delighted with 
what we’ve done with lettings over the last 15 years. 
However, we thought, “Wouldn’t it be nice if we  
could launch another arm of lettings, 15 years to the 
month that we launched our initial business?”

Off the back of a very, very successful pa black sales 
arm we are proud to be launching pa black lettings. 
pa black lettings will be dealing with properties 
at the high end of the market; we’re targeting 
those properties to the corporates, and relocation 
companies that we have built strong links with over 
the years. We’ve found a niche in the market where 
we can add value for individuals who are time poor.

T H E  L A U N C H

pa black lettings will initially launch in 
September; we will be then rolling it out in the 
new year to the rest of the branch network. We’ve 
identified a number of properties, and landlords 
are already coming to us because they’ve heard 
of this new proposition, even though we haven’t 
launched it as yet.  I’ve personally had a lot of 
success through the years dealing with landlords 
at the high end of the market, and a number are 
coming to us off the back of that. 

So it is very exciting. Watch this space: there will 
be a lot more pa black boards around, and I’m 
looking forward to the challenge.  The high end 
of the lettings market translates to properties 
between £900 and £3,000 per calendar month. 

Even in this pre-launch phase and following the 
marketing we have already undertaken, we’ve 
seen a good volume of referral business already.  
I’m confident this is going to be another big 
successes for us.

Introducing  
pa black lettings
As a business we never stand still; we are always looking at ways we can expand and strengthen  
the services that we offer in all sections of our business.  When we see a need within the market,  
we act, and that’s why we have been working on expanding our pa black offering to include lettings.

W H Y  T H E  N E E D ?

We initially saw the need mainly from the relocation 
companies that I deal with; they would often express 
how they had to search and search, go from agent  
to agent to agent, and look on Rightmove to find  
high-end properties to let.  They are out there,  
but they’re scattered, they’re not in one place.

We decided to create a brand that would pull all those 
properties together under one banner.  The key to its 
success will be building more relationships with relocation 
organisations that are bringing people to Wales over 
the Severn Bridge. We know that more companies are 
relocating and or expanding their businesses in Wales,  
and they are taking, and wanting to take, quality 
housing at the top end of the market, on a lease. 

W H Y  H A V E  Y O U  D E C I D E D  T O  
H E A D  T H I S  P R O J E C T ?

I wanted to lead another business, to launch 
something else within Peter Alan, because  
15 years ago I started with zero and had a  
lot of success.  I thought, “This could 
be something different, an additional 
service and income stream, something 
that we can specialise in going 
forward.” Yes, I’m particularly 
delighted to head it myself. Why 
wouldn’t I? Peter Alan Lettings 
was my baby, maybe this is going 
to be my toddler. Who knows? 

We’re really excited about 
this. Because 15 years down 
the line, for something like 
this to happen within 
the same business is 
just taking it to the next 
level, I just want to be 
there and head it,  
right from the start.”

Angela Davey, Head of Lettings at Peter Alan, is taking on this new challenge.  We were thankful to be 
able to grab some time with this fantastic and busy lady to find out more about pa black lettings, and 
why she has decided to head up this new venture.
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H
ow

 to feel like you’re 
in a different w

orld
was something which involved the outdoors. 
They knew they wanted something in the 
holiday industry and looked at everything 
from B&B’s to caravan parks. 

“We just couldn’t believe it when this business 
came up” Sharon enthuses, “we came over 
to take a look it was so lovely. At the time, 
it had an offer in, but thankfully for us it fell 
through and we were able to buy it, which was 
fabulous.” This was in 2004 and they have been 
growing their business ever since.

Narrow boating
“It’s like being in a different world, very 
different to being in Bristol. The pace of life  
is so nice and slow.  You see things you 
wouldn’t notice if you were driving through  
at 30 miles an hour. 

This canal, hugs the side of the hill as it  
winds round, you’re up above the valley,  
and the scenery is spectacular. We’d been 
canal boating before we bought this business 
but we’d never done this canal before.

When we came to see the business for the 
first time, we went out on one of the boats, 

Slowly gliding down the waterway taking full 
advantage of the scenery that surrounds you is 
an idyllic notion many of us have. Once a key 
transportation system for the industrial revolution, 
the speed and capacity of canal boats couldn’t 
compete with the railways as the years passed. 

Sadly this saw many of our canal routes fall into 
disrepair that is until they were seen as a leisure 
and holiday activity. The last few decades has 
seen many loved waterways being restored with 
much of the work being undertaken by volunteers.

As the chaos of life can leave us feeling 
overwhelmed, many people seek a holiday that 
takes you to a different pace of life. Narrow 
boating has grown in popularity in recent years 
and we wanted to find out more. 

Castle Narrowboats based in Monmouthshire is 
a family run business, whose owners were also 
seeking a change a lifestyle. Sharon Mills was 
working for an investment Company, and husband 
Nick an engineer with Rolls Royce in Bristol.

“We were a bit fed up,” Sharon tells me  
about their former life, they had both been 
doing the same kind of role for 25 years and 
wanted something different. And that different 

Discover the beauty 
of Wales through its 

canals as you enjoy a 
slower paced holiday 

that makes you relax.
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and had a look round the fleet. The previous 
owner was a mechanic, we were very lucky 
in that respect as everything had been well 
looked after and maintained. My husband can 
lend his hand to everything, if he hadn’t been 
very practical we would have been in trouble. 

The joys of a canal holiday
If you go to a hotel, or a caravan you go off 
and do things during the day, whereas in a 
canal boat it’s all there for you, the journey 
is your holiday. You spend six hours a day 
journeying from one place to the other;  
you might be going through locks or a  
tunnel, or through drawbridges, it’s just  
such a different experience.

The shortest period we hire for is three nights, 
so that would either be a Friday to Monday, 
or we do Saturday to Tuesday.  You can also 
book four-night breaks more mid-week,  
a week, ten days, two weeks or longer. 

We’ve had everyone enjoying a narrow boat 
holiday from families with babies, to elderly 
couples and groups. They can rent either a 
diesel or an electric canal boat, and we give 
them training before they set.

We’ll talk them through everything to  
do with the boat, such as how to make up  
the beds, use the cooker and the boiler.  
Cruising, mooring up, the locks, the tunnel, 
the drawbridges, and some checks that they 
need to do around the boat.

Journey highlights
It takes about 40 minutes to drive to Brecon 
from here; in a boat, it takes you 11.5 hours. 
That’s just a comparison of how fast you’re 
going; you’re going about two miles an hour. 
We always recommend that you stop off at 
the little villages, and there are some beautiful 
little villages on the way such as Crickhowell.

You’ve got the flight of five Locks at 
Llangynidr, which are really pretty. We get 
quite a lot of people who have been before, 
so they’re quite familiar locks.  But the locks 
are one thing that new people are particularly 
nervous about. Once you’ve done one, you 
can get a bit more relaxed about it then.  
But the locks are always quite a highlight. 

Then you’ve got the tunnel, which is as you go 
into Talybont, another beautiful little village.  
The tunnel is very low in the middle so that’s 
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quite a challenge, and quite fun. The kids like 
going through the tunnel. 

The aqueduct at the top end, before you go 
into Brecon is very pretty. And in the summer, 
if it’s nice and warm as it has been this year 
the kids can go down and swim in the river. 

How has life changed?
I won’t say you get a lot more free time, 
not really, but we were able to spend a lot 
more time with our children. I also wanted 
a pet but it wasn’t possible when we lived in 
Bristol.  One of the first things we did when 
we moved here was get a dog as we’re around 
all the time to look after it. 

It’s wonderful to be able to work outside and 
in a location that is as picturesque as this.  
But we see the effect it has on our customers 
also, it makes them slow down. We’ve had 
people who’ve arrived really quite stressed, 
you can see when they get on the boat.  
By the end of their holiday they’re very chilled 
because you can’t go very fast, it makes you 
slow down and relax. Even for three nights, 
you can see the difference in people when they 
come back. Everyone has a fabulous time.”

pablack .co.uk  |   9



They are a young, vital group of dancers who 
are pushing back the barriers of classical 
ballet. Using powerful and timeless stories the 
company challenges its dancers to interpret 
some of the finest characters in literature.

This Newport based professional ballet 
company is known for their passion for dance 
with exceptional and stylish productions.   
It has a unique history of producing new work 
with and without funding, and continues to 
develop relationships with audiences through 
accessible educational workshops and 
exceptional performances.

A Child’s Christmas, 
Poems and Tiger Eggs
Since its foundation in 1986, Ballet Cymru has graced the stages of theatres and venues 
across the UK and beyond. With a continuing growing repertoire from classics to 
contemporary ballet they have been committed to originality and accessibility.

‘Engaging, imaginative ballet adaptations.’
Anna Winter, The Stage
(Roald Dahl’s Little Red Riding Hood & The Three Little Pigs 2016)

‘The company are in very fine fettle indeed’
Dance Europe Jan 2017
(Shadow Aspect)

‘This is a glorious evening of dance from the 
multi-award winning company.
‘Makes Your Spirits Soar’
Mike Smith, Welsh Theatre Critic ASIW.co.uk
(The Light Princess)

Their latest production is the perfect treat  
for the forthcoming festive season.   
Narrated by Cerys Matthews, A Child’s 
Christmas In Wales is a timeless interpretation 
of the Dylan Thomas classic.  Step into the 
imagination of a genius and follow us on a 
journey through snow, cats and melancholy.

Featuring choreography by Creative Wales 
Award winner Darius James and Amy 
Doughty, and evocative, eloquent costumes 
Ballet Cymru bring to life this timeless story 
using the company’s unique blend of classical 
technique and storytelling. 

The production will be performed in N E W P O R T  on the  
9  &  1 0  N OV E M B E R  at the R I V E R F R O N T  T H E AT R E .   
For more information and a full list of the tour dates,  
check out the company website W E L S H B A L L E T. CO .U K
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Poems by DY L A N  T H O M A S  © The Trustees 
for the Copyrights of the Dylan Thomas Estate

Music and arrangements by Cerys Matthews and 
Mason Neely from the album Dylan Thomas - 
A Child’s Christmas, Poems and Tiger Eggs. 
www.cerysmatthews.co.uk © Cerys Matthews

www.welshballet.co.uk 

A Child’s Christmas, Poems and  
Tiger Eggs by Dylan Thomas
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 Sleepy Robot Photography
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How we market 
Homes of Distinction
Delivering the finest service

Exquisite homes of distinction from £350,000 
and above are part of our pa black collection.  
Whether you’re an open or discreet seller,  
our proven marketing strategies together 
with our highly experienced, hand-selected 
team will ensure your home is seen by the 
right buyers.  Selling your luxury home within 
Wales is an honour, and we are committed to 
delivering you the very finest service.

The launch of pa black lettings will see us 
bringing impeccable Homes of Distinction  
to the lettings market.  You can find out more 
about this service on page 7.

Never forgotten

It only takes a matter of seconds to grab a 
buyer’s attention, and we ensure that your 
property is never forgotten.  With consistent 
technological advances in the industry, 
we strive to be at the forefront of these, 
embracing those methods that get results and 
improve the experience for you, our clients. 
With professional photography and an HD 
video of your home, we aim to ensure your 
property will always stick in a buyer’s mind.

Hand-selected for  
their expertise

With the ebb and flow of the property market, 
selling a luxury home can be a challenge. 
Our bespoke pa black team has been hand-
selected due to their experience, expertise, 
and ability to deliver.  Their warm and 
dedicated approach extends to both seller 
and buyer, which results in a smoother sales 
process and provides a welcoming experience.  
We don’t leave things to chance, which is why 
we proactively search for potential buyers to 
ensure your home is sold as swiftly as possible.

Distinctively designed

Although online activity is vital, so are 
our printed materials.  There is something 
comforting about having a beautifully put 
together property brochure in your hand 
that you can relax and read at your leisure.  
Our property details are designed with the 
discerning buyer in mind.  We’re proud of 
the reputation the Distinctive Magazine has 
gained; frequently requested in our branches, 
each edition allows us to share our passion 
for the communities that we serve.

All avenues explored

pa black may be exclusive to Wales, but your 
buyer may not be. This is why we advertise 
our pa black collection within the national 
press as well as local publications, such as 
Cardiff Life and Swansea Life.

We continue to expand the ways in which we 
build awareness of the pa black brand and,  
in turn, your property.  For example,  
investing in back-of-bus adverts to grab 
people’s attention whilst they’re on the move. 
We’ve also moved into radio advertising, 
featuring on Capital and the Wave.

Social media is a huge part of all our daily 
lives. Our social media strategy enables 
us to reach a following greater than other 
mediums can achieve today.  We consistently 
look for opportunities to raise awareness of 
our brands, which, as a result, will positively 
impact on the future sale of your property.
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For Sale:
Woodside Cottage Farm, 
Llanvaches

For more information see page 52

Growing our network

Peter Alan is part of one of the most 
successful estate agency companies in the 
UK.  Formed in 1936, the Connells Group 
is a network of around 600 branches, 
strengthening our connections and increasing 
the opportunities open to us.

Our recent acquisitions have seen our own 
network increase to 29 branches across  
South Wales, and a growth in standalone 
branches specialising in pa black.

Widening our reach

The importance of online marketing cannot 
be underestimated; it can often reach those 
buyers who may not be actively looking 
to move.  Your home will have the benefit 
of being featured on not only our pa black 
website, but also that of Peter Alan, which 
attracts 40% more visitors than the average 
estate agent website (* according to the 
independent Homeflow benchmarking tool).  
We also invest in Premium listings on the 
leading property portals, such as Rightmove 
and Zoopla, because we want your home to 
have an impact.

Providing an alternative 
way to view

An open house provides an opportunity for 
a buyer to view your home in a more relaxed 
setting.  They often stay longer, as many 
prospective buyers are viewing the property 
at the same time, so they don’t feel the need 
to rush.  Potential buyers can explore your 
property at ease and start to see how they 
could make it their home.  A member of our 
pa black team is always on hand to answer 
any questions, and taking those first steps 
into negotiation with those who want to take 
it further.

PA  B L A C K  I S  E X C L U S I V E  T O  W A L E S
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FOR

1897 – 2017

120 YEARS

From statement furniture pieces 
to on-trend accessories at Leekes 
you’ll discover inspirational ideas 
to update your look.

Visit us in store today or shop 
online and let us help you create 
your beautiful home.

Leekes Llantrisant, 
Cowbridge Road, RCT. CF72 8XU 

Tel: 0333 222 4120  |  Online: leekes.co.uk

NEW SEASON  

from Leekes – the home experts



The life and times  
of our Newport team 
It only seems fitting in this edition to open the door to our Newport office and put our team on the spot.  With such a busy 
market in this city, it’s important to us that you get to know the people whom you are entrusting with your biggest asset. 

“I’ve always lived in Cardiff, and moved 
down to Victoria Park in my early twenties 
when my family started to grow.  Property 
has always been a keen interest of mine; 
I’ve bought and sold a few properties over 
the years and always been fascinated about 
the industry, although I started my career 
in retail.

For 20 years I worked for Tesco in a variety 
of roles before finally making the move into 
property in 2006.  At the time I was looking  
for a change, and was offered a position 
with City Executive Centre running two 
serviced offices.  I was only there for a year 
when redundancy struck, but during my 
time there I got to speak to a lot of people 
from the property industry.

When redundancy hit I thought, why not give  
it a go?  I applied for the role of trainee 
negotiator at Darlows, but was offered the 
position of Corporate Operations Manager 
instead. I was very lucky.

Every day we meet so many kinds of people 
from all walks of life. I worked in lettings 
predominantly for my first nine years in 
the industry, and dealt with all different 
kinds of scenarios and situations.  

You get to meet an array of characters and 
that’s what I love about what we do, the fact 
we meet people on a daily basis.  It’s always 
been about the people for me, although the 
properties are obviously interesting, when 
someone walks through the door and we get 
talking, that’s what makes my day.

I’m a really keen gardener, and I love 
travelling.  Whenever we get time to travel 
my husband and I go.  We spent a month in 
Asia in April this year to celebrate my 50th 
birthday; we travelled around Cambodia, 
Vietnam, and Thailand. We’ve been all over 
the world. We absolutely love travelling, it 
just broadens so many horizons, doesn’t it? 

Botswana is on our wish list. We went to 
Kenya for our honeymoon and absolutely 
loved that, so we’d like to get back on safari. 
Singapore, Hong Kong, we’d love to cover 
those off as well. 

Gardening has been an interest of mine for 
probably the last 15 years. It was actually  
my mother-in-law who taught me.  Initially  
I wasn’t keen, but over the years she’s passed 
down a wealth of advice and passion.  
I just find it really therapeutic, especially after 
a tough day at work; you can take your 
frustrations out on some weeds.”

G L O B E  T R O T T I N G ,  G A R D E N I N G ,  A N D  W H Y  I T ’ S  A L L  A B O U T  T H E  P E O P L E

Bernadette Lovitt - Branch Manager
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“I had an interest in property from an early 
age; I initially did a course in Environmental 
Science and The Built Environment/
Engineering, which gave me an interest in 
buildings and construction.  My parents 
moved a few times when I was younger,  
which probably sparked my interest in 
property.  At university I studied architectural 
technology, and was looking into going into 
that side of things.

After this I worked for a small independent 
firm of surveyors and whilst I was there I 
was offered a job with Peter Alan as a sales 
negotiator in Cwmbran. This was in 1997.

Now, I’ve had just over 21 years in the 
industry, working in a number of branches 
including Cwmbran then moving to  
Caerphilly where I progressed to valuer 
before moving back to Cwmbran as branch 
manager. I was manager of Cwmbran for 
two years, before moving to Blackwood then 
Newport where I am now based as Business 
Development Manager. 

I’m from Newport originally, I grew up 
here, went to school here and it’s where 
all my family and friends are based.  
Newport has a very buoyant property 
market, especially with the 
influx coming in from 
Bristol with the bridge 
tolls being scrapped.  

There’s not a great deal of properties coming 
onto the market, those that do are generally 
selling quite quickly and achieve really  
good prices for their owners. Most of our 
properties are selling for either very near  
or above asking price. 

Newport has always been seen as 
up and coming, but nothing really 
has happened. But with Friars Walk 
being built, there’s been a lot of new 
investment into the area, including  
a number of new-build developments 
as well as the redevelopment of older 
properties. This branch is fast- 
paced and we have a lot of footfall  
due to its location.

Newport is seen as a cheaper city to buy  
in compared to Bristol and Cardiff that 

are quite expensive.  Its central 
location on the M4 corridor is 
also a plus, as well as the  
good rail and road links.   
But as cities go, it’s still a  
very affordable place to live 

with some beautiful semi-rural and rural 
areas very close by.   

As well as the local buyers we’ve also seen 
an influx of people looking for property from 
Bristol. Due to the increased demand we have 
seen a rise in property prices.

 Outside of work I’m a proud husband and 
dad to a beautiful two-year-old daughter, 
who certainly keeps me busy.  My role can be 
stressful and demanding but I make time and 
love family time; it’s important to find a good 
work-life balance.

My main hobbies are surfing, mountain 
biking and running.  I tend to go surfing in 
the Swansea area, the Gower area, or down 
in North Devon.  We’re really spoilt around 
here for mountain biking, with all the trails 
in Cwmcarn on our doorstep as well as the 
Forest of Dean.”

S U R F - L O V I N G  F A M I LY  M A N  W H O  I S  P A S S I O N A T E  A B O U T  T H E  C I T Y  W H E R E  H E  L I V E S  A N D  W O R K S 
James Matthews - Business Development Manager
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D U C K S ,  D I Y ,  A  B I G  M O V E  A N D  A  P A S S I O N  F O R  L E T T I N G S

Adrian Smith - Lettings Director (East)

 “I’m originally from Berkshire and moved 
to Wales for work in 1991. I currently live in 
Chepstow with my family.  We own a beautiful 
period property that has around 0.22 acres of 
garden.  We have ducks and chickens, and a 
well that flows down through the garden to 
a brook and a pond.  Idyllic as it is, it is hard 
work maintaining it.

It’s the people and family that have 
kept me in Wales. The people are 
lovely, it’s such a nice, warm and 
friendly place to live and work.  

As well as gardening I also dabble in a spot 
of DIY; with a period property there is always 
something to do.

I was 18 when I started working in the 
finance sector for an insurance company in 
London doing second charges on properties.   
Shortly after, I moved to their head office in 
Hampshire where my role was more centred 
around mortgage underwriting.  I asked if 
I could be moved to the sales team; they 
posted me all around the country, and I 
ended up in Cardiff. 

The estate agency Peter Mulcachy asked me 
to look after their accounts, and I’ve been in 
the property market dealing with estate agents 
virtually ever since.  My move to Peter Alan 
came through their recent acquisition of 
Roberts & Co Estate Agents & Lettings.  At the 
time I was heading up their lettings arm of the 
business, and now I’m Lettings Director for 
Peter Alan covering the east.

Before taking on the role at Roberts and Co  
I hadn’t worked directly in lettings, though  
I’d been a landlord myself, and I’d dealt  
with lettings with purchasers and investors  
in the past. I took hold of a portfolio of  
120 properties and grew the business over  
10 years up to about 840 properties.

I loved the sales, but lettings is a real 
challenge because you need more detail. 
You don’t just find a purchaser, sell them the 
house and it’s finished. You have to build 
those long-term relationships with customers, 
and deal with all the other issues that come 
with the lettings industry.

As Lettings Director at Peter Alan, I look after 
a portfolio of just under 1,200 managed 

properties. I have a team of managers whose 
job it is to win properties in the east and build 
good working relationships with landlords. 

The lettings market in Newport is very active; 
we are seeing a good number of landlords 
who have decided to sell.  It’s a new type of 
landlord that is coming back in and buying 
property, dramatically influenced by the 
changes along the M4. Bristol has become 
very expensive, but with the Severn toll due 
to finish at the end of this year, we’re seeing 
landlords looking to acquire properties in a 
strengthening area.  

Newport is a big draw because of the 
bridge, new investment, big employers 
such as Admiral Insurance, and 
the town centre development with 
Friars Walk. We’re also seeing people 
investing in this area, because it is 
on the rise and they’re getting better 
returns on their rental value.”
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The toll effect  
only set to rise

The scrapping of the toll tariff across the Severn Bridge  
was music to the ears of many drivers, especially  

those that commute to Bristol on a daily basis.   
With house prices in Bristol soaring, homebuyers  
have been looking across the water for a solution  

and Newport seems to be a popular stop.
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Earlier this year Rightmove looked how the 
markets in both cities had changed over the 
past year and found that the average time 
taken to secure a buyer for a home in Newport 
had fallen from 76 days to 52.  Not only that, 
you can also purchase a large family detached 
property in Newport for the same price as a 
small terrace in Bristol.

Newport is also seeing more 
new-builds than anywhere else in 
Wales, according to Principality 
Building Society.  New-builds often 
sell at a premium compared to 
existing properties, which could 
explain the average increase in 
house prices of 7%.

“The average asking price of a property  
in Newport is almost half that of Bristol,  
so you can see why buyers are making the 
move into Wales, especially as they know the 
tolls on the bridges will be scrapped at the 
end of the year.

However, the demand is clearly taking its 
toll on the number of properties agents 
have available to offer buyers on Rightmove, 
making it very much a sellers’ market in 
Newport right now,” said Rightmove’s housing 
market analyst, Miles Shipside. We started to 
see an uplift in the property market as soon 
as the Severn Bridge announcement was 
made; this was seen in many parts of Southeast 
Wales, not just the Newport area.  This has 
continued to increase over time, and the signs 
are it will continue to do so even after the 
tariff is abolished at the end of this year.

Newport has always been a cheaper city 
to live in than Cardiff, and the recent 
influx of investment and infrastructure has 
transformed people’s, often negative,  
views of it.  There is no doubt Friars Walk, 
with its array of high street brands, beautiful 
landscaped zones and interactive features 
have brought people back to Newport. 

The city is blessed with many green spaces 
and parks, whether you enjoy a lunchtime 
stroll around the riverside path or a  

weekend walk or bike ride along the canal 
towpath, there is something for everyone.  
There is also a wealth of good schools,  
both public and private, and access to a  
vast mix of leisure activities.

Andrew Barry, Managing Director of pa 
black and Peter Alan said, “Newport has 
been transforming over the last number of 
years with better shopping facilities and a 
significant amount of new-build homes.  
As a business, we have also invested heavily 
in Newport and Southeast Wales in the 
last few years with new offices opening in 
Chepstow and Monmouth, a relocation to 
larger standalone premises in Cwmbran,  
and our recent acquisition in Newport where 
we now manage over 500 properties to let in 
the city (circa 15% of our entire portfolio).”

Newport is a city that is evolving, 
and with its growing popularity as a 
place to live, it will continue to do so.
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“We’re delighted to be working with Acorn 
Property Group on a prestigious site such as this.  
There’s nothing really comparable with this site 
on the whole of the South Wales coast. 

What excites us about the redevelopment of this 
former convalescence hotel for World War  
veterans is that Acorn Property Group are not 
just keeping the façade, but the feeling of the 
building within the new modern design.  They’re 
being sympathetic to what went on there before. 

The apartments are incredibly spacious and 
luxuriously fitted and situated next to a golf course.  
The Links over looks the sea and there’s a little 
private road that takes you down to Rest Bay Beach 
to the development, it is an amazing find.

Several of the units will have balconies to take 
full advantage of the views and the ground  
floor apartments will have a small garden.   
All apartments will also come with two parking 
spaces also.

Our pa black customers will be able to benefit 
from the golf course literally next door, they 
can step out and be in the club house within a 
matter of minutes.  Then you have the beach life 
to enjoy, whether that is just sat listening to the 
waves and watching the world got by, or jumping 
in to ride them, it’s a popular surfers beach.

There was an old café that was run down,  
well that’s being renovated as well.  So the  
whole area is being positively transformed. 
Porthcawl town centre is less than 2 miles away, 
and you are in close proximity to two cities, 
Swansea and Cardiff.

The Links
W

e speak to M
ichael Edw
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about this w

onderful new
 offering through pa black.

The Links is situated in an unrivalled location 
if you want your own piece of the beach, the 
golf course, and seaside living in a high-end, 
fantastically finished executive apartment.  
There’s nothing else like it and that’s the lure.

We haven’t launched this yet, 
but we’ve already had numerous 
enquiries including several calls  
where people have simply stated,  
“I want one.”  

The first phase of The Links launches in 
October, we don’t have a date for the second 
phase as yet.

I think it’s commendable how Acorn Property 
Group has approached this restoration 
redevelopment.  Their approach is an expensive 
one, tackling the work in a way that keeps a 
lot of the old life it had still in it.  It’s not your 
typical developer; you can see that for the way 
the hallways have been restored.”

For more information on  
The Links contact our pa black 
team on 01656 771600
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The Links, within the walls of a glorious 
Victorian Grade II listed building, will be a 
wonderful fusion of historical architecture and 
the finest in contemporary living.  In addition, 
there will be a collection of new-build luxurious 
apartments with simply spectacular views.

Rebirth - The Links

History of The Rest

Looking across towards the ocean with its uninterrupted views, you can watch surfers ride the waves, 
enjoy its golden sands, and see children exploring the rock pools.  Next door is the award winning 
Royal Porthcawl Golf Club; this really is an exclusive location providing a wonderful lifestyle.

Available are a range of studios, 1, 2, and 
3-bedroom apartments, many of which 
feature private balconies capturing the 
seascape vista.  Finished to a high specification 
throughout with contemporary kitchen design 
and integrated appliances.

A landscaped courtyard will create a 
wonderful calming space between the 
original building and the new-build 
apartments.  Some of the apartments  
will also benefit from a private roof 
terrace garden.

From nearly 150 years The Rest has decorated 
the skyline of Porthcawl with its stunning sea 
views and picturesque setting.  Its Victorian 
design is thanks to renowned architect  
John Pritchard who had also been involved  
in the restoration of Llandaff Cathedral. 

Originally built as a convalescent hotel to 
provide local working men, women and children 
a holiday, Florence Nightingale supported the 
project and even gave advice on the design.

During the First and Second World Wars it was 
used as an Auxiliary War Hospital, after which 
the main building reverted back to a hotel before 
closing and becoming vacant a few years ago.

This historic building was rightly given Grade II 
listed status in 1998 to not only celebrate the 
work of its local architect, John Pritchard, but 
also due to its unique role in the industrial 
history of South Wales. 

Sadly, over the years of being vacant, the 
dilapidated building had fallen into serious 
disrepair.  Its condition, the listed status, and 
the vision required to transform this much-
loved building was a challenge too greater for 
many house builders. Even though the owners 
had obtained planning permission in 2013 to 
renovate the building into 34 apartments and 
an additional 34 new-build apartments, the 
risks were high.

The forecast didn’t look good for The Rest  
- that, is until regeneration experts Acorn 
Property Group entered into an agreement with 
the owners to restore and develop the building.   
Renamed The Links, the redevelopment will 
mark the beginning of a new chapter for this 
piece of Porthcawl’s rich heritage.

“We are really excited to be involved in such 
an important project and are looking forward 
to using the Group’s skills and experience to 
bring this magnificent building back to its 
former glory,” said James Groombridge, the 
Managing Director of Acorn. He added, 

It is evident that The Rest is  
much loved and local residents 

want to see it brought back to life.
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A S  T H E  N I G H T S  S T A R T  T O  G E T  D A R K E R  
A N D  T H E  W I N T E R  C H I L L  F I L L S  T H E  A I R ,  
W E  K N O W  A U T U M N  H A S  T A K E N  H O L D .  

Those sun-drenched days we enjoyed this summer are far 
behind us now, and it’s time to settle in for the winter.  

The John Lewis Croft Collection embodies a stylish yet 
classic aesthetic for autumn/winter, combining a darker, 
moodier palette with tactile materials to create a cosy 
autumnal feel.

With a cup of hot chocolate in hand there’s nothing better on 
a cold winter’s day than relaxing against a luxurious textured 
cushion, whilst snuggling under a soft and warm throw.  

Timeless and considered, the John Lewis Croft Collection 
is a celebration of provenance, authenticity and quality 
craftsmanship. Natural materials and understated textiles 
can be found across furniture, upholstery, accessories 
and floorcoverings, while artisanal techniques lend a 
handcrafted feel.

If you’re looking to make some changes to your home this 
season, the Croft Collection would provide the look and 
feel you’re seeking.

Introducing the  
Croft Collection for  
that autumnal feel

ercol for John Lewis Shalstone Dining Table   £899 
ercol for John Lewis Shalstone Dining Chair   £229
Vitra Eames DSW Side Chair   £292
Secto Victo Ceiling Light   £585

John Lewis Tokyo Large Corner Group Sofa   £3,399 
Melena Side Table, Large   £150
Melena Side Table, Small   £119

John Lewis Croft Collection Harp Chair   £1,200
John Lewis Croft Collection Footrest   £599

John Lewis Croft Collection 
Windermere Stripe Rug Natural    
£480

John Lewis Croft Collection  
Iona Weave Cushion Plaster    
£40

John Lewis Croft Taylor  
Ribbed Lamp    

£100
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Distinctive in style, Nathan Palmer is a bespoke 
fashion designer who knows how to create quality 
pieces with his signature flair.  With personalities 
such as Sam Warburton, Jermaine Defoe, 
Professor Green, and Tinie Tempah on his client 
list, this Penarth-based fashion business is used 
to being in the spotlight.  But Cardiff-born Nathan 
didn’t originally set out to be a clothing designer.

Born at St David’s Hospital Cardiff, at a tender 
age Nathan attended Lansdowne Primary School, 
then Fitzalan High School, before being ‘poached’ 
by Whitchurch High School to study his GCSEs, 
due to his talents on the rugby pitch.

“In my youth I was an athlete; I competed for Wales 
and Great Britain in the 110m hurdles. One of the 
highlights competing for Wales was breaking 
one of my sporting heroes Colin Jackson’s junior 
Welsh record, which stood for around 15 years.  
I have been told my record has since been broken, 
which is great for Welsh athletics. From the speed I 
gained from athletics I switched to rugby; I played 
first class rugby for Newport, Cardiff, Mossley 
Green, representing the Welsh international 7s 
team on the IRB circuit.

I think I was around 21 years old when I began 
to think about life after rugby. I have always had 
an interest in garment construction and fashion 
design. My godfather was a tailor, and after 

Sunday School I would visit his home and help 
him with small tasks, whilst he was working on his 
clients’ suits.  He would ask me to do different jobs, 
such as putting the thread through a needle, sewing 
on buttons and cutting small amounts of fabric.

After sitting down and discussing ‘life after rugby’ 
options, I decided to buy a second-hand sewing 
machine that I saw on offer at the local charity 
shop, it was a small domestic machine that did  
all the basic sewing functions, but I thought it was 
an opportunity to test my ability to apply simple 
sewing techniques. I followed the instructions of 
how to thread up the machine, I placed two cut 
pieces of fabric together and proceeded to sew.

I started working at my craft, practised designing, 
cutting fabrics, cutting shapes, taking apart old 
clothes to see how they were constructed, turning 
them into pattern pieces, laying the patterns onto 
new fabric, cutting around these pieces with the 
new fabric that I laid underneath, and repeated 
this process many times. I built the confidence to 
start making clothes for myself, and my friends 
and family, which they loved, and it just grew 
from there.

At this point I thought, “If I want to do this long-
term, what are the next recognised industry steps, 
would I need to have a qualification behind me?” 
I applied for a BA Hons. in fashion design at the 

The distinctive destination 
for something uniquely you
W E  T A L K  T O  P E N A R T H  F A S H I O N  D E S I G N E R ,  N A T H A N  P A L M E R

My godfather was a 
tailor...He would ask me 
to do different jobs, such 

as putting the thread 
through a needle, sewing 

on buttons and cutting 
small amounts of fabric.

24  |   pablack .co.uk



local university, and was accepted.  The course 
taught me how to create a collection from one 
concept; from that one conceptual design, the 
tutor would want to see a minimum amount 
of garments that could be identified from your 
brief. The elements or features from the initial 
design would be brought across 10, 20, 30 
pieces from that basic idea, and that’s how we 
would build that collection at university.
 
H A S  I T  H E L D  Y O U  I N  G O O D 
S T E A D  G O I N G  F O R W A R D ?
 
At the moment, I design and make for the 
individual client, but in the future I plan to go 
back to creating a commercial line; this  

is most likely the place where I can  
apply what I was taught at university. 
The most important lessons I have learnt, 
though, have been outside the university 
environment. It would be a great benefit  
if they could teach you fashion business  
or how the fashion world actually works, 
but the university doesn’t have the capacity 
or experience. 

We are moving towards a commercial 
ready-to-wear range that can be bought 
‘off the peak’ online, with the intention of 
the clothes being sold at the national and 
international department stores, whilst 
continuing with our hub in Penarth.

 W H Y  D I D  Y O U  C H O O S E  P E N A R T H 
A S  A  B A S E ?
 
I met my wife Jessica 12 years ago in Cardiff; she is 
from Penarth, and when we had a family we decided 
to move back, which was around seven years ago, we 
have been living here ever since.  Because we live 
in Penarth, it was a calculated move for us to set up 
our store/studio in Penarth. The NP store is not far 
from our home, our children go to school in Penarth 
and the NP studio is well known for being in Penarth.

When clients visit us in Penarth, it’s a great day out, 
with our high quality restaurants and cafés, coffee 
and gift shops, and the pebble beach. It’s the best 
thing for us, our business and moving forward.
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W H E R E  D O  Y O U  G E T  Y O U R  D E S I G N 
I N S P I R A T I O N ?

Inspiration comes from everywhere, absolutely 
anything. My children and wife, concept ideas 
from clients, visiting different countries, reading 
and studying designers, influencers on social 
media, local artists, other fashion houses, 
inspiration really can come from anywhere. 

For example, it can be different movies, the 
oversized lapel that was popular in the 60s 
and 70s, I do enjoy reading and looking at the 
illustrations and photographs of how the Italians 
wear their suits - they seem to enjoy wearing a 
close-fitting suit, but the sleeve heads and the 
sheering at the head fascinates me.

When a client first comes to me they usually have 
an idea, but we always works towards the colour, 
fabric and style of suit that works well for them. 
Once we have had the initial sit down conversation, 
I can then direct them to particular fabrics or 
particular colours. At our consultation the fabrics 
have been seen and felt, and the idea discussed. 
We feel the client enjoys this service because 
when you visit a high street or independent store, 
whatever you see in that particular shop is all that’s 
available to them, and it’s available to everyone.  
Whereas, when they come to our studio, we have 
livelier fabrics and can produce clothing that is 
made to fit the individual’s style, desires and 
preferences.  Even if there was somebody else 
who liked that same fabric, or had that same 
fabric in that particular jacket, we would change 
the details and features, such as button colours, 
button hole colours, the style of the lapels/collar 
details, pocket depth, shape and angle and so 
on. Everyone who walks in walks out again with 
a piece that is totally individual to them.

C R E AT I N G  A  D E S T I N AT I O N  B R A N D .
 
We would like to create a destination brand. Once 
you walk through that door you’re going to be able 
to get your suit, which you first came here for, then 
we would design a pair of shoes that would go 
with that suit. We’re now moving into bamboo 
socks, so that the client can buy a pair of socks 
to go with the shoes, leather accessories, pocket 
square, bow tie, or tie, all with their initials on.

We’re also working on jewellery cufflinks, tie 
bars and collar pins. We are creating a full 
brand. We aspire to be just as the other leading 
brands, we feel it’s important to be heading in 
this direction.  The lovely thing about our shoes 
is we can access exotic skins, like stingray, 
ostrich, crocodile, snake, python.
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www.nathanpalmer.co.uk
@NPBespoke
@NathanPalmerBespoke
@NathanPalmer: Nathan Palmer Clothing

Nathan Palmer Bespoke Tailors
12 Royal Buildings
Stanwell Road
Penarth, CF64 3ED

Nathan’s top three reasons  
to buy a made-to-measure 
or a bespoke suit rather than 
off-the-shelf

1 .  T H E  F I T .
 
Nine times out of ten it seems that people 
have one arm longer or bigger than the 
other, or sometimes they curve in a 
particular direction. When you have a suit 
that’s off the rack, you can’t get the fit that 
will complement the person best.
 
2 .   T H E  E X P E R I E N C E .
 
It’s a much more enjoyable experience.  
When you come into the studio you’re  
getting that one-to-one service; we are 
getting to know what you want and you  
are getting a better understanding of our  
in-house style. For me, it’s about longevity,  
and that client relationship, as well as me 
guiding them and making sure they’re 
looking sharp and feeling good. Because 
feeling good is very important.
 
3 .   T H E  F E E L I N G .
 
The right clothes can help to build 
confidence. When something fits you right, 
and you feel and look good, it lifts your 
spirits.  With all the negative influences that 
surround us these days I think this is really 
important, especially for your mental health.  
We can give you that confidence through our 
clothes and shoes.

N A T H A N ’ S  P E R S O N A L  S T Y L E
 
Most of the time, I am overdressed. I enjoy 
wearing something that’s a little bit different.  
It’s a conversation starter. The majority of events 
I attend, the colour palette tends to be navy, 
grey, or black, and I turn up in a mint-coloured 
double-breasted jacket. I’m often asked where 
I’ve got my suit from and people are surprised 
when I inform them I have made it myself.   
My clothing designs are my way of introducing 
myself, or introducing the products I make.
  

T H E  B E S P O K E  P R O C E S S 
 
Clients get in touch via email or call the 
studio, we arrange an appointment for them 
to visit us at the showroom. When we meet 
we discuss the style of suit they want, or they 
might bring pictures along if they’ve been 
inspired by a particular look. We discuss the 
colours that work best for them and what 
fabrics they like wearing. We move onto the 
features and details that they would like in 
their suit; buttons, lapels, colours, fabrics, 

shape, cut, amount of vents, pockets on the 
trousers, shape of the trousers and so on.

Once all is decided, I will take their measurements, 
confirm the whole idea of the suit, and take a 
deposit. I make the suit, and see the client again 
in a few weeks’ time for a fitting, then if any 
alterations are needed I will carry them out. Once 
all is well, the final balance is paid, and you take 
your new made-to-measure or bespoke suit away. 
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H I D D E N  A W A Y  I N  A  S M A L L  S T U D I O  I N  C O W B R I D G E  I S  A D A M  J O N E S ,  

A N T I Q U E  F U R N I T U R E  R E S T O R E R .  

Antique Restoration
 “When I was 16 I began working for a French 
furniture importer, where I would help restore 
or paint the furniture for the British market.  
This sparked my interest and I went on to 
Bridgend College to undertake an NVQ in wood 
machining, upholstery and furniture restoration.  
Progressing to university, I graduated from 
Rycotewood, a centre with an international 
reputation for excellence, with a degree in 
restoration and conservation of antique furniture.

Upon graduating from Rycotewood I decided 
to start up my own business.  This had always 
been my plan. I looked for financial support  
and was successful in being awarded a Prince’s 
Trust grant, and also gained support from  

the Knowledge Exploitation Fund (KEF).   
It was really a great way to have my expertise 
recognised and gave me both the financial 
support and the prestige to market my business. 

I was lucky to meet Luke Miller, who previously 
had used this workshop for antique restoration.  
He recognised my passion for my work and, 
on his retirement, kindly gave me the option 
of taking over the premises.  The Wool Barn 
is an ideal base as it has a central position 
and great footfall, which is always a positive 
factor for increasing business.  The Wool Barn 
is owned by DaI John and it has been great 
that he has encouraged the use of the Barn by 
artisans for so long.  There is an eclectic mix  

When I was 16 I began 
working for a French 

furniture importer, where  
I would help restore or  

paint the furniture for the 
British market.

W W W . A D A M H J O N E S . C O . U K
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of tenants, including a cake maker, an artist,  
a ceramicist, a web designer, an engraver,  
and a milliner.     

Working with many different types of 
good quality furniture from the outset has 
increased my knowledge and experience of  
so many aspects of my craft.  My favourite era 
of furniture is certainly Georgian.  The quality 
of antique furniture cannot be compared to 
the trend these days for disposable furniture.  
The variety of different woods I work with is 
quite a challenge, with walnut and rosewood 
being my favourites.  

When clients approach me with their pieces 
of furniture my initial work is to write a 
condition report of what I think needs doing 
and what the cost will be.  The work is agreed 
and a delivery date set.  I have a great stock 
of old veneer, timber, and brass knobs to help 
with the repair of the wide variety of furniture 
that comes into my workshop.  The pieces I 

haven’t got I can always source from various 
places. I occasionally buy and sell pieces, 
but less than I used to.  The value of ‘brown 
furniture’ has diminished but there are 
positive signs that it may be on the up again. 

Fortunately, I have not had the need to 
advertise over the years.  My clients usually 
come from recommendations from the clients 
that I have worked for in the past.  My farthest 
client is a Colombian, who regularly sends me 
items to be restored.  I have clients in London 
who I occasionally have stayed with in their 
home when I have delivered their treasured 
pieces back to them.  I think if you have done 
a good job you will have repeated requests 
and people will always recommend a good 
artisan in my field.  

Cowbridge is a great place to work and live.  
I work hard but I have managed to forge a 
career from doing something I feel passionate 
about.  I just love wood!”

My farthest client is a Colombian, 
who regularly sends me items to be 
restored.  I have clients in London 

who I occasionally have stayed 
with in their home when I have 
delivered their treasured pieces 

back to them. 
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Neath-based milliner Suzanne Dyas designs 
and creates some luxurious and dramatic 
headwear for her clients, we just had to find 
out more about millinery and choosing the 
right hat. 

“I’ve always sewn since I was young. I’ve 
always been near a sewing machine; I 
couldn’t wait for my mother to go out so I 
could get on her machine. Over the years I 
made bunting, wall hangings and garments.
Many years later I saw a millinery summer 

D A R E D  T O  D R E A M

When I was a young girl my dream was to be 
a fashion designer. My mother said, “Don’t be 
so silly, you’ll end up designing wallpaper or 
wall tiles.” But her words never dampened my 
desire; I would save up my pocket money to 
buy Vogue magazine.

I don’t know where my fascination with 
hats has come from. I’ve always loved them. 
Whenever I’ve attended weddings over the 
years, I would buy the hat first and then make 
myself a dress to go with it. 

So now I’m enjoying my dream.

W W W . S U Z A N N E D Y A S . C O M

For when you want to 
shine or make a statement
For that special occasion we always like to add a little finishing touch, such as a hat, to make our outfit complete.  
Whether it’s a wedding, or you’re off to the races, hats and fascinators can transform any ensemble. 

course advertised at the London College of 
Fashion, I thought how wonderful it would be 
to actually be able to make a hat. I enrolled 
onto a course and enjoyed it so much I 
enrolled onto another one for hat trimming 
and fascinators, followed by a short course 
with Janie Lashford Millinery School in 
Evesham, which was more intensive.

In a few weeks I’d learned how to block a hat 
from fabric, how to make a felt hat, how to 
make fascinators and how to decorate them.
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pins. Having done the crown, I then move 
on to the brim and repeat the same process.  
The items are then dried, lifted gently off the 
block and trimmed to size. A thin wire is sewn 
along the edge of the brim to maintain the 
shape and a narrow binding is used to cover 
the wire.  The majority of the hats I make are 
hand-stitched. 

A hat that’s half an inch too big doesn’t feel 
secure on your head; a  half inch smaller 
and it’s too tight on your head - this is why I 
measure every client’s head. When I take a hat 
off the block I’ll trim up the pieces roughly to 
size then quickly stitch the brim and crown 
together in readiness for first fitting.  Any 
adjustments are made before stitching the 
hat securely together.  Then the fun part 
starts with the decorating.

C H O O S I N G  A  H A T

I’ve got several samples in my studio and 
a couple of nice big mirrors.  Ladies bring 
their outfit and we just try on some samples.  
Whether the brim is upturned, sloping, large, 
small – there’s a style for everyone. It’s the size 
differences in the brims and the shape of the 
crowns that make the difference.  And of course 

flowers, feathers, beads and trim completes the 
finished piece. Although sometimes a stunning, 
sharp shape needs no other trim.

Often, ladies will say, “I can’t wear a hat” or 
“hats don’t suit me” but once they start trying 
a few on which  are positioned correctly on the 
head,  I see their shoulders relaxing,  and we 
agree “Yes you can wear a hat”.  I think you’ve 
just got to try on different shapes and  different 
sizes,  to find the perfect one. 

I can tailor a hat to complement an outfit.   
For example, I can dye to match or use a bit of 
surplus fabric that’s been cut off an alteration,  
to come up with a flower, a bow, or a bit of a trim.

F A S C I N A T O R S

You can have lots of fun designing fascinators; 
the design depends on how daring the client 
is. I have a few ladies that have come back 
and forth for a couple of years now.  They’ll 
buy a simple black dress and say, “Now make 
me something so that everybody notices me 
walking into the room.” 

You can add all sorts of trimmings, bows, 
buttons. I’ve created a fascinator using just  
a zipper to trim it. I think the finished result 
can be as big as your imagination, or as big  
as the personality of the person wanting to 
wear it, and how much they want to stand 
out. Sometimes they want to be subtly 
noticed, for example if it’s the mother of the 
bride, it’s a matter of hitting the right balance 
in the design. 

B I G G E S T  C H A L L E N G E

One of the most challenging hats I’ve worked 
on was a repair. It was for an elderly lady who 
was attending her granddaughter’s wedding. 
She wanted to wear the same pale green hat 
and dress that she wore to her daughter’s 
wedding almost 40 years earlier. It needed 
quite a bit of repair work done as it had been 
in a box on top of a wardrobe for many, many 
years.  It had tiny little rust marks on the 
fabric and the crown was dented. It was made 
out of the finest silk, beautifully stitched by 
famous London milliner Mitzi Lorenz and 
as soon as I saw it I thought, “Ooh, I’m a 
bit nervous about even touching it, never 
mind having to take it apart and put it back 
together again.”

Design is all around us, isn’t it?  
I get ideas from all sorts of things - 
what I’ve got is too many ideas and 
not enough opportunities!

G E T T I N G  S T A R T E D

After my training I decided to just go for it. 
I practised, and it came to me fairly easily. 
I bought a couple of blocks, created a few 
samples and went on from there.  I’ve got 
a studio at home that I work from and it 
is set up to receive clients, with hats and 
fascinators on display to provide them  
with ideas.

T H E  P R O C E S S

Most hats are made of sinamay (it’s a natural 
woven fabric that moulds very well when 
damp), It’s the fabric most hats are made of; 
like you see in the department stores. I also 
like to use silk fabric.

If I’m creating a hat I would use three layers of 
sinamay fabric, dampen it, and then stretch 
it tightly over the block. It’s held in place with 
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Spiro Tanti has been in the motor trade since 
1978 when he became an apprentice with 
Nation Welsh Omnibus Company, before 
working at a specialist Alfa Romeo facility.  
He worked for Honda for 18 years before 
moving on to hone his talents with a Ferrari/
Maserati dealership and later Rolls Royce. 
When he became redundant he saw it as a 
push to turn his hobby into a business. 

For over 30 years Sprio has been restoring 
classic cars, so much so it became a life-
long obsession that still continues today. 
On 2 January 2013, Cardiff Classic Cars was 
founded.  It fuses together his first love of 
British classic cars and his vast experience.

“The car restoration TV programmes give a 
false sense of reality, they don’t portray the full 
picture. The cars are done magnificently and 
turned around within 2-3 weeks. In the real 
work it can take a lot longer, sometimes months 
depending on parts and the work involved.” Spiro 
tells us when we ask him about his business.

Any car enthusiast would feel like 
they’re in a sweet shop looking 
around his garage. 

“I specialise in Triumphs and MGs, I’ve got a 
good rapport with a lot of specialist suppliers 
out there, so I know where to go to search for 
parts. I’ve got a good idea from past jobs that  
I may have done, what the whole job will 

entail. Specialising in a particular field does 
make it a little bit easier, as each job you build 
on your experience. 

On the rare occasion that I’ve strayed away to 
another vehicle, I’ve a lot of groundwork to 
cover to find a supplier of parts that’s reliable 
and knows more than me do about this 
particular brand. 

When a car comes in from browsing around 
it I can estimate what’s really going to be 
required. But I also need to know what the 
customer is expecting and his budget.  In a 
lot of cases, people don’t realise what they’re 
letting themselves in for due to what they  
may have seen on TV.

They see the start, the process and the 
finished product, but it’s the bits in between 
that entail the chasing where the actual costs 
can incur. When you get started on a vehicle 
and start peeling back the layers of its history, 
it can reveal all sorts of past work, the good, 
the bad, and some real horror stories.  
Then suddenly their budget has gone  
straight out the window.

It’s important that I keep an eye on the 
costs as sometimes the actual costs to get 
it finished could exceed the market value of 
the vehicle.  Two cars never cost the same to 
restore. You can have identical cars, and once 
you start restoring them it all goes back to the 
history of the car as to the work required.

I document every restoration 
project I undertake with pictures 

to build a portfolio of the 
progress before, during, and the 

finished product. People find it 
interesting to see what has been 

done so far and also the things 
that we didn’t expect to find.

Pealing back the 
layers of history for 
restoration Triumph
W E  O P E N  T H E  G A R A G E  D O O R  T O  C L A S S I C  C A R S  C A R D I F F 
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F A V O U R I T E  C A R

I would say the Triumph TR6 is my favourite 
car as far as restoring is concerned. Stags are 
another lovely car and one of my favourite 
classics at the moment. When it comes to 
dream cars, well we’ve all got our favourite 
dream cars, which are sometimes beyond  
our means.

I do the majority of my work on TR6s and 
TR4s, I seem to have built a fair reputation for 
them. A lot of my business comes from the 
website, and word of mouth.  It’s always good 
to know that you’re getting a positive return 
via feedback from your customers. As they 
say, it’s difficult to build up a good reputation, 
but it only takes two minutes to get a bad 
name. So on that side of it I like to think I’ve 
been very lucky.

I T ’ S  S T I L L  A  H O B B Y

What’s that old saying, you never buy a house 
from a builder, and you never buy a car from 
a mechanic because it’s never done. It’s very 
much a bus man’s holiday sort of thing;  
I come home, and I start again on my own 
stuff. When I become self-employed, I thought 
I would have more time to do my cars but it’s 
the complete opposite. I’ve got less time now 
than ever. 

Currently I’m trying to complete two cars at 
the same time. I’ve got the Dolomite Spring, 
and I’m also doing my own Stag, both are in 
bits. They’re  down to bare shells, I’m doing 
all the body repairs before they’re shipped 
down to the body shop for the finer bits and 
returned to me to build them up. 

It’s one of the things I’ll never get away from, 
even when I retire, I’ll always going to be 
pottering along with classic cars. It’s still a 
hobby, a passion and now my job.

When I was a youngster I was 
always told, “Get yourself a trade, 
and you’ll always have work,” but 
what they didn’t tell me was you’ll 
never get any peace and quiet.
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Spiro’s tips 
for buying a 
classic car
R E S E A R C H

Depending on the brand they’re looking to buy, 
a good place to start is the car clubs. If it’s a TR6, 
I would go to the TR register of all the clubs that 
cater for the TR car, or the classic car owners 
club. They will have so much information and 
knowledge, if you’re not sure what you’re looking 
for, these places are very helpful and they’re only 
too happy to help you out. 

Magazines and there’s books are also a great 
resource so you know what to look for when 
you’re buying a particular car. So from time to 
time they’ll do a feature on a particular car, and 
do a spread on the type of things to look out for. 

S H O W S

You can get advice direct from someone who 
knows. When I take one of my classic cars people 
will often say to me that they are looking to buy 
one and ask for my thoughts. I don’t hold back 
and I pass on what I know the good and bad 
points and areas to look for corrosion. 

I T ’ S  A  P A S S I O N

Most classic cars are not an investment, with the 
costs of renovation and on going maintenance 
it can be a costly hobby. But people who buy 
classic cars tend to passionate about what they 
are doing and why. It is worth getting it checked 
to see how it has been maintained before you 
hand your money over and get evidence, such as 
the service book and invoices.

W W W . C L A S S I C C A R S C A R D I F F . C O . U K
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W H E R E  D I D  Y O U  P A S S I O N  F O R 
W A T C H E S  S T A R T ?

I’d always loved watches growing up and 
earned a little bit of money to be able to get 
my first one. My first watch was a Omega 
Seamaster, at the time is was £500 I did want 
a Rolex but I couldn’t afford one. It’s an iconic 
watch, because it was worn in a James Bond 
film. In a way enjoying the film got me started 
into knowing and wanting some of the more 
expensive watches.

I sold that one, and then put that money 
towards another and just went on and on 
from there. There weren’t many places you 
could buy premium watches in Wales, so I 
decided to set up a business doing it, and  
it’s gone from strength to strength. I’ve put 
a lot of hard work into it since starting five 
years ago, and it’s still hard work because  
I’m travelling round searching for good stock.

We source vintage watches from auctions,  
we also have private customers that we’ve 
built relationships with over the years.  
We get about 80,000 people on our website  
a month, from all over the world.

W H A T  M A K E S  A  W A T C H  V I N T A G E ? 

In my opinion, a vintage watch doesn’t have 
to be old, it could be a rare collectable watch 
such as a limited edition. Rolex are the most 
popular without a doubt, they’re a great 
investment too. There are watches I’m selling 
now for £8,500 that I was selling from £3,500 
six years ago. If you pick the right watch it will 
increase in value.

You’re looking at, for an entry level Rolex, 
probably £5,000 upwards, and it just goes up 
and up. There are lots of other makes that 
will cost you a lot more than a Rolex, but that 
seems to be the make that everyone goes to.

We’ve got 50-year-old watches that are fantastic 
quality, some of the vintage watches are just as 
good as any modern watch. A lot of the good 
watches are still hand crafted, they get the best 
people in the world making these watches, 
some of which can take years to make.

DO YOU HAVE A FAVOURITE WATCH?

A Rolex Submariner.  That was the one I 
aspired to have, and I own lots of them  
now. It was an iconic watch as it was actually 
the first one that James Bond did wear.  
They went on to Omega later on, and they still 
wear Omega now. But the very first James Bond 
watch was a Rolex Submariner. They were made 
from the ‘50s and they’re still made today.

I S  T H E R E  A  WAT C H  T H AT  S T I C K S  I N 
Y O U R  M I N D  D U E  T O  I T S  H I S T O R Y ?

Rolex as a brand I think is pretty fascinating.  
The company was started by Hans Wilsdorf 
in 1905 in London who dreamt of creating a 
timepiece that could be worn on the wrist.  
Rolex moved to Geneva in 1919 and when 
Wilsdorf passed away a foundation was set up in 
his name,  all their profits are given to charity.

Rolex states that ‘Every Rolex tells a story’, 
and I think that’s true. The company have  
had many firsts such as a Rolex was worn by 
Sir Malcolm Campbell in the 1930s when he 
set a land speed record.

 A lot of the good watches 
are still hand crafted, 

they get the best people in 
the world making these 

watches, some of which can 
take years to make.

The thrill of  
collecting time
W E  E X P L O R E  T H E  W O R L D  O F  V I N T A G E  W A T C H E S  W I T H  O N E  O F  
C A R D I F F ’ S  E X P E R T S  P A U L  H O R N B L O W  F R O M  W A T C H E S  O F  W A L E S .

W A T C H E S  O F  W A L E S

This business is interesting  because there’s 
never one day the same as the other, you 
never know what’s coming through the door, 
who’s getting in touch. We’ll get people who 
fly down from Scotland, customers coming 
over from Canada, sports stars and famous 
people from all over the world. 

I love trying to find a rare item for somebody, 
it’s a massive passion for me. It can be 
difficult to find certain things, because they 
are rare, but we try and help whenever we 
can. There’s everything going on in Cardiff 
at the moment, concerts, the rugby, cricket.  
There are stars and players from all over the 
country coming down for these events, many 
are collectors and end up at our door.

We sell all ranges of watches, from vintage  
to modern; it’s a massive mixture. We also 
have a collection of pre-owned jewellery  
from engagement rings to a Cartier bracelet. 
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W W W . W A T C H E S O F W A L E S . C O . U K

Buy from a dealer and make sure it’s a reputable one. Do you research on 
the company so you know whom they are buying from. 

Do your homework. Many watches have been made for certain occasions, 
races and films, know what is a limited edition collectable piece and what 
isn’t. Historical milestones are another checkpoint such as any evolutions 
in the watch’s brand.

At the end of the day it comes down to personal preference what people 
like and what they’re going to go for. We’ve got different customers who 
prefer a nice plain timeless classic, some will want a bigger sports model.

It is important for beginners to understand that the more authentic a 
watch us, meaning less modifications, the more valuable it will be today. 

A D V I C E  F O R  C O L L E C T I N G  V I N T A G E  W A T C H E S
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Discover the  
fascinating world of  
Natures Little Helpers
We chat to Cardiff’s one-stop beekeeping shop, which can provide you with everything 
from training, hives, and honey, to lip balm.

I fetched my first hive of bees home from Newport 
Railway Station on the bus, which got me some  
funny looks, the bees were buzzing away.  I started  
by keeping them on my allotment and it snowballed 
from there.  The Gwent Bees Officer came to check my 
hives after I went up to two and I started helping him.  
He was a commercial beekeeper, and eventually I went 
into business with him for several years. At the same 
time I got a job with the Welsh Government Agriculture 
Department as the Glamorgan Bees Officer.

From then on I consistently kept bees, although 
not commercially until 2008, when I retired 
from the civil service. I’d been training Tim for a 
year or two before that, and we decided to set 
up a business together specialising in making 
soaps and balms. It was something I knew 
nothing about, but I had a small beekeeping 
equipment business, so we merged everything 
to form Natures Little Helpers.

P E T E : 
I wandered into the beekeeping tent at 
the Royal Welsh Show in 1974, picked 
up a catalogue and started beekeeping 
the following year, knowing nothing 
about it. I hadn’t come across bees 
before, except to run away from them 
on the farm when they were trying to 
sting me. The more I read, the more 
intrigued I became.

In recent years there has been an increase in urban beekeeping. Whether they are motivated to protect the bee  
population or produce their own honey, more and more people across South Wales are starting to keep bees.   
No matter if you have one hive or several, what’s important is that you get the right advice from the start.

Natures Little Helpers is a fantastic business, offering a one-stop shop for all your beekeeping needs.  Tim Wright and Pete Shaw  
are the big helpers behind Natures Little Helpers, and they were kind enough to spare some time to talk to us about beekeeping.

We started by asked them about how they first got started in beekeeping
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T I M :  

When I was younger, I used to breed a lot 
of tropical fish from home. I had tanks 
everywhere and I just decided I wasn’t clever 
enough to be a marine biologist, so I said to 
my father one day, “I fancy doing fish farming,” 
and he said, “Really?” Because I come from 
Wigan, in the industrial north of England.  
There are no fish farms within around 50 or 60 
miles of where I lived, but I managed to go to  
a special agricultural college in Winchester  
and studied fish farm management.

Upon graduating I managed fish farms all over 
the place, from Scotland, to Wales and England, 
and even travelled abroad. After being made 
redundant from the fish farming industry I 
needed to find a job fast and ended up working 
in my father in law’s printing business before 
going on to run my own graphics company.   
I’d just been in the print industry a long time 
and decided it really wasn’t where I wanted  
to spend the rest of my life. 

I’ve always been a bit of a frustrated 
smallholder, never been able to afford land 
and a smallholding, but I thought, “I’ll take an 
allotment on and see whether I can grow my 
own veg and do my own thing that way.” After 
being turned down to keep pigs and chickens 

on there, I said, “Well, what about bees?”  
They said no straight away, as they thought 
they would sting everybody, but they allowed 
me to go and research all I could about 
beekeeping whilst they reconsidered.

So I went away and did a night school course 
in Caerphilly. It was run over about seven or 
eight evenings in those days, and we learned 
all about bees, what they’re doing in the hive, 
disease, all sorts of things. But it was  
all theory, no practical. At the end of the 
training we were told that we were going to  
be mentored by an expert beekeeper, and 
that’s where Pete came onto the scene. 

I met Pete at a farm, I was all excited, there 
were supposed to be three or four other  
people who were to be trained by Pete but  
only I turned up. We sparked this friendship 
from there on. 

I finally managed to get permission to put two 
beehives on my allotment and bought my first 
lot of bees and hives from Pete, which he had 
bred for me, and it just became an absolute 
obsession. I just love beekeeping. I love 
everything about it; love the honey production 
side of it, love the bee breeding side of it.  

M A K I N G  H O N E Y

Is the taste of honey dictated by 
the location of your hive?

The taste depends on which trees or 
flowers the bees have been working on 
and foraging. We do tend to have honey 
from rape fields, which gives you quite 
a thick honey, it doesn’t stay runny for 
very long and it’s quite pleasant. But 

mainly our honey is a mixture of all the 
flowers and trees flowering in the spring, 
which produces a light coloured honey.

How do you know where  
your bees are going, to know 

what kind of honey you’re 
going to produce?

The seasons for the various flowers 
are well defined and there’s very little 
else about in some areas. We see the 

bees working on various plants, we also 
see the colour of the pollen on their legs 

when they’re returning to the hives. 
Earlier in the year we can see bright 

yellow from the dandelion; this year was 
quite a good year for dandelion, and that 
does yield a very pale, very tasty honey. 

The only definite way of checking 
exactly what plants the bees have been 

working on is to do a pollen analysis 
under a microscope. We do that 

occasionally, but it’s not something  
we would do all the time. 

We sell a lot of our honey privately, but 
we’ve got a range of well-established 

health shops, butchers, and people 
who run stalls in farmers’ markets. 

The demand for it is increasing week 
on week, year or year, so much so that 

sometimes we struggle to meet the 
demand, which is really comforting. 
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So I started keeping hives on my allotment for a 
year or so, and then I thought to myself, “Surely 
there is a way I can create a business out of this 
and work my way out of the printing industry?”

I started doing some research, and making lip 
balms in the kitchen at home, testing different 
products. I then went away and got trained 
on lots of different things, and eventually, 
over a period of time, developed a range of 
beekeeping products and starting selling them 
at car boot sales and craft fairs and things like 
that. All the products created had honey and 
beeswax in.  That was the whole ethos;  
I wanted it to be natural. 

Throughout all this time I kept building up  
my number of beehives; I’d built it up to about 
12 or 15 colonies. Then, one day, I was having 
a chat with Pete and asked him if he wanted to 
go into business together. 

We set up Natures Little Helpers and it’s 
just grown organically. We’ve got a unit in 
Lisvane where we produce all our honey-
based cosmetic products. We have a honey 
extracting room where we extract all our 
honey, and we also offer contract extracting 
for people, they can just bring their boxes 
of honey down and we extract it for them 
and bottle it. We also have a beekeeping 
shop upstairs where we sell all beekeeping 
equipment, ranging from hive tools, 
smokers, clothing, the bee hives themselves, 
everything you need to start up beekeeping.  

We also breed stocks of bees to order every 
year. These are called nucleus colonies,  
or ‘nuces’ as we call them. We breed at  
least 100 colonies of bees a year for sale  
and some for our own expansion along  
with around 150 queens per year. 

You don’t need any prior 
experience, you can just come 
down, we put you in a bee suit 

and you play with the bees with 
us for a few hours. 

We teach beekeeping from this site. We are 
the main trainers for all the beekeepers that 
come through Cardiff for the Vale and Valley 
Beekeeping Association, but we also run 
our own beekeeping training here on site 
throughout the year, and offer experience 
days for people. 
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Why do you think there has  
been an increase in the popularity 
of beekeeping?

P E T E :
There’s a lot more publicity these days on the 
TV; there’s all this hype on the news about 
bees are suffering, and yes, they are. In Wales, 
there are quite a lot of beekeepers, so the 
stocks of bees are quite healthy, but around 
the world, bees are suffering. There’s a little 
mite called a varroa mite that is causing 
problems and passing disease. 

A lot of people also stress their bees, 
especially abroad, moving them around long 
distances and that kind of thing, which isn’t 
good for them. People want to help bees 
and make sure there are enough of them out 
there, because without bees on the planet, 
most humans wouldn’t survive very long. 

What kind of land do you need to 
keep bees?

Many people keep bees in their back garden 
these days, they’ll keep one or two hives.   
If they’ve got a decent size garden the bees 
can be put at the bottom so they’re not going 
to interfere with you when you use the garden. 
You have to be mindful of your neighbours, 
because obviously bees fly and will be going in 
your neighbour’s garden. In the summer time 
you have to open the hives up every 7-10 days 
just to look through them to check that they’re 
okay and make sure they’ve got enough food 
and space.  Your neighbours will have to be 
aware of when you’re doing that, so that they 
don’t get stung.  

You may be surprised to discover how many 
hives there are in the centre of Cardiff on 
balconies, flat roofs, on extensions, and also  
on top of garages.  It is an increasing trend  

to have hives in city centres but high up,  
out of sight and where people aren’t in  
the flight path.

T I M :
Inner city beekeeping is becoming very 
popular indeed; we’ve helped a number of 
different organisations in Cardiff to put bees 
on the roofs of their buildings.  

We currently have about 200 bee hives that 
we manage; 150 of those are honey-producing 
hives, the other 50 we use for producing 
the nucleus colonies of bees, which are the 
starter colonies that people can buy.

When we breed bees for people, we make sure 
that they’ve had training. Our service gives 
them access to additional training with us 
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A D V I C E  F O R  B E E K E E P I N G 

B E G I N N E R S  F R O M 

N A T U R E S  L I T T L E  H E L P E R S

1.  
Attend a beekeeping session

We can’t stress enough the importance  
of attending a practical beekeeping 

session, as they are kitted out so you gain 
hands-on experience before you invest in 
all the equipment.  We often find people 
are very keen until they are confronted 

with an open hive full of bees. A practical 
training session is about £30, which is a lot 

cheaper than spending several hundred 
and finding you don’t enjoy it.

2. 
Join a beekeeping association

Being a member of a beekeeping 
association will ensure you have people 

to turn to for advice.  They will also 
advise on what equipment to buy, how 

to get started, and a reputable company 
from which to purchase your bees.

3. 
Research 

There is a wealth of information out 
there; if you are considering beekeeping 

as a hobby, do as much research as 
possible to see if it might be for you and 

what is involved.

4. 
Buy your bees carefully

Make sure you buy the bees from a 
reputable breeder when you get started, 

if you don’t know what you’re doing it 
can be easy to buy the wrong equipment. 

You could buy bees that aren’t really 
suited for your area, as there are bees 

that are imported from abroad. 

So year on year our clients 
become our friends, they can 

come back for more training and 
always ask questions, and that’s 

what you need, you need that 
support and back-up.

so they understand what’s happening 
throughout the year.  We also offer 
telephone support, so you get the  
back up you need, because often 
without that on-going support,  
you can feel a bit overwhelmed.

It doesn’t matter when you bought bees 
from us, or even if you bought them 
elsewhere, we’re here to offer advice  
and support.  People become your  
friends rather than customers, and  
that’s what we really like.

www.natureslittlehelpers.co.uk
Natures-Little-Helpers
NaturesLH
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Foraging her way  
to delicious 
creations

Bridgend native Janine Gray moved to Dorset 
at 18 before making the lovely and popular 
village of Dinas Powys her home 12 years  
ago.  A passion instilled into her by her 
grandma, foraging, vintage recipes, and her 
love of the countryside has led to the creation 
of Daisy Graze.

“I’ve always been by the sea and the 
countryside, even down in Dorset. We walk  
and camp, so I’m out in it all the time, always 
with a bag in my bag to pick anything that I  
see on the way. 

My mum’s mum was an amazing woman; she 
could take anything she had in the larder and 
produce a meal from it. She was just absolutely 
incredible in the kitchen. She obviously taught 
my mother to cook, and then I grew up at my 
mum’s side in the kitchen, so I was constantly 
cooking, watching and learning.

I’ve got my grandmother’s old recipe books that I 
look back on all the time. Most of the recipes I use 
are vintage, so either my grandmother’s, or from 
a very famous book by Marguerite Patten, who 
wrote lots of cookery books, years ago.

My grandmother always cooked with fresh 
produce, but when supermarkets arrived 
everything changed in the way we cook. But I’m 
trying to take it back, I go to my local butcher’s, 
and I’ve got a really good local grocer who 
sources stuff if I can’t forage or grow myself. 

I think it’s really important to shop local and keep 
everything as local as possible. You can’t do it 
with everything, obviously. I can’t make Seville 
orange marmalade with local Seville oranges 
because they don’t grow around here. But I 
do desperately try and keep things as local as 
possible, and I cook from scratch for my family 
and avoid processed food as much as I can.

W I T H  T H E  C O N T I N U E D  T R E N D  O F  C O O K I N G  F R O M  F R E S H ,  M A N Y  O F  

U S  A R E  G R O W I N G  O R  C O L L E C T I N G  W H A T  N A T U R E  F R E E LY  G I V E S  U S .

 Most of the recipes I use 
are vintage, so either my 
grandmother’s, or from 

a very famous book by 
Marguerite Patten, who 

wrote lots of cookery 
books, years ago.
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The community 
I am grateful to live in a village that has such 
a strong community feel.  The local butcher 
stocks my produce, and on Bank Holiday 
Monday there’s a big fun day up on the 
Common in the village. I’ll be there with my 
stall, my whole family come along and all  
our friends. It’s just a really nice place to be. 
The local library is volunteer-run, and my 
little one is in there all the time; I constantly 
get books from there too.  

Starting Daisy Graze

Bizarrely, it started as a cake-decorating 
company, but as that’s something you have  
to do last minute it became impractical.  
I had the opportunity to take up a local stall 
last Christmas, and I thought, “Right, what 
am I going to do?” I happened to have lots of 
jams, chutneys, and my fudge, so that’s how 
it all started. It totally changed that day from 
being a cake company to being a jam and 
chutney company. 

I very quickly realised that because jams and 
chutneys have a much longer shelf-life, I could 
work to grow the business around my job.   
My little one now is in full-time education,  
and I’m not one of these people who can sit 
down and do nothing, I’ve got to be busy.  
The dream is that this becomes my full-time 
life, and then I’m there for my little one. 

It’s taking time, and it’s a gradual build, but 
I think that’s probably a good thing, rather 
than all of a sudden the business takes off 
and I can’t keep up with the pace. I have my 
jars in a few retailers, including the local 
butcher and the deli in Penarth.  

Foraging 

I forage as much as I can. I’m actually meeting 
a man tomorrow who’s got access to four 
local woods, and he’s going to show me 
around and hopefully he might be telling me 
there are medlars, damsons and all sorts in 
these woods, and he’s giving me free rein. 

There are also woods local to me here that 
I have access to; all my wild garlic is picked 
there. And there are local playing fields where 
I pick all my blackberries. I have friends of 
friends who have orchards. I don’t need 
perfect apples to make what I’m doing; they 
let me collect the apples that have fallen off 
the tree, and they’re always grateful because 
they don’t want them rotting on the floor. 

Love of vintage recipes

Because I forage, I find things that aren’t 
mass-produced. At the moment I have ten 
kilos of greengages that I’m in the process of 
turning into jam. Greengages aren’t common, 
but I’ve found a local supply. So you can’t 
find the recipes for those sorts of things in 
modern-day books, because people don’t get 
access to them.

The medlars hopefully that I’m going to 
pick tomorrow, you wouldn’t find a recipe 
for those in anything other than either my 
grandmother’s book or a vintage recipe book 
that was used when they were commonplace.
I make fruit vinegars as well, which are not  
as common as the jams and chutneys. I create 
a raspberry vinegar, and a spiced summer 
fruit vinegar, they’re great for salad dressings, 
and for cooking 

My apple mint jelly is a really old recipe,  
that’s one of my grandmother’s. It’s called 
Biglis Farmhouse Apple Mint Jelly, because 
that’s the name of the farmhouse where I get 
my apples. People have mint sauce with lamb  
all the time, but I grew up with mint jelly on 
my lamb, and it’s just one of those things  
that brings back such a wonderful memory  
of my grandmother. 

My most unusual product is a lemon chutney. 
I don’t really know of anybody else doing 
a lemon chutney. It’s a bit like Marmite, it’s 
love-hate. If you like lemons, you’ll like it, 
because it’s really potent; there’s no chilli  
or heat in it. It goes really well with a curry, 
like a lime pickle, but it also complements 
things such as cheese and pate. It’s my 
husband’s favourite, that one.”
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The first, most important thing is you’ve got 
to know what you’re looking for. Things like 
blackberries are just quite obvious; we all grow 
up knowing what blackberries are. With things 
like wild garlic, it’s not too hard either, because 
when it comes up, the smell, you can’t mistake it 
for anything else. 

I grew up with my mum showing me what things 
were, but I do carry books with me as well, just to 
make sure. For example, the difference between 
a damson and a sloe: a sloe is really bitter and 
horrible – apart from in gin – whereas a damson 
makes beautiful jam, but they look very similar.

You need to get to know where things are, so 
year after year you go back and you’re confident 
that it’s the right thing that you’re picking. Even 
being quite an experience forager, I don’t go near 
mushrooms; I don’t know enough nor would 
I want to risk hurting my family. I’d love to go 
and learn, but then I still don’t know if I’d be 
confident enough at that point. 

I keep an identification book with me at all times. 
It can still be quite difficult with that, because, 
as I say, with things like sloes and damsons, the 
leaf of the tree is similar. There are telltale signs, 
there’s a very specific spike on the sloe because 
it’s blackthorn, where the damson doesn’t, 
because it’s related to the plum. 

Daisy Graze’s  
Foraging Advice
daisygraze.co.uk
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Ask us about our new lettings service…  
 

Matching quality properties  
with quality tenants
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Celebrating 70 years  
of the NHS

5 July 1948 - The NHS is born
This was the first time that multiple healthcare services, such as hospitals, 

doctors, nurses, pharmacists, opticians, and dentists were brought 
together to provide their services for free to all under one organisation.

“No society can legitimately call itself civilised if a sick 
person is denied medical aid because of lack of means.”

Aneurin Bevan

5 July 1948 - First baby
At a minute past midnight Aneira Thomas was born at the Amman Valley 

Cottage Hospital in Carmarthenshire.  It was such a touching tribute that her 
mother named her Aneira (the female version of Aneurin) after Aneurin Bevan.

“We are the envy of the world and it must be protected and 
preserved at all costs...we must never lose it.”

Aneira Thomas

1950s
Charges introduced

It was quickly realised that the costs of the NHS, due 
to demand, had exceeded that which Parliament 

had predicted. Therefore, in 1949, the government 
passed legislation to impose charges.  In 1951 dental 

and optical care charges were introduced, swiftly 
followed in 1952 by prescriptions. 

1960s
Period of growth

Concerns over how certain groups 
of people were treated, such as the 
elderly and mentally ill, played an 

important part in this period.  

1970s
Authorities established

The Tripartite System (bringing all health 
services together under one organisation)  

ended in 1974 and, in its place, Area Health 
Authorities were established.

1980s
Promotions

The Welsh Health Promotion Authority 
launched ‘Heartbeat Wales’ in 1985 in a 
bid to reduce the level of heart disease.  
As of today, financial pressures put an 

enormous strain on the NHS.

1990s
Devolution

The 1990 NHS and Community Care Act, saw the 
introduction of the ‘Internal Market’, which saw 

business and market principles brought into the NHS, 
and delivery of health services.  The link between 
poverty and ill-health was highlighted in the 1998 
publication of ‘Better Health Better Wales’ and the 

National Assembly for Wales was established.

2000s
Organisational change

This period saw yet another new 
structure put into place and  

the dissolution of the five  
health authorities.

Devolution’s impact on the health of Wales
Since Devolution in 1999, Wales has led the way in introducing initiatives to help improve the health of people across the country.

Free prescriptions 

From 2007 everyone in Wales was 
entitled to free prescriptions

Smoking ban

The first country in the UK to ban 
smoking in public places 

Organ donation

Again, the first UK country to 
introduce the opt-out organ 

donation system

Nursing staffing levels 

Passed a law to protect the levels 
of nurses working within the 

NHS, the first and only country in 
Europe to do so

For many of us, life without the NHS by our sides seems impossible to imagine.  Every one of us has no doubt 
been touched by the care and support they offer us when in need.  Established on 5th July 1948 at Park Hospital 

in Manchester, the chief architect was a Welshman and the Minster of Health, Aneurin Bevan.
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Ingredients:

900g  Redcurrants
150ml  Water for ripe fruit, increasing up to 300ml for firm, under-ripe currants
450g  Sugar per 600ml of the resulting juice

Place a plate in the freezer before 
making the jelly. When you think 
you have a set, spoon a little of 
the boiling jelly onto the cold 
plate and allow to cool for a 

moment then push the jelly with 
a finger. The surface will wrinkle  

if the jelly is ready.

T H E  
W R I N K L E  T E S T

We’ve kindly been allowed to share a recipe from Daisy Graze’s collection

Tylluan Brown 
Redcurrant Jelly
This recipe came about when the local Brownie Pack Leader  
(Brown Owl) had a glut of redcurrants on her allotment. 

‘Tylluan Brown’ means Brown Owl in the Welsh language.

Method:

Simmer the redcurrants with the water until 
very tender indeed. Then put through a 
muslin or jelly bag to extract the juice.

Place the resulting juice in a pan, warm, and 
then add the sugar (granulated will be fine 
due to the high pectin levels in the fruit).  
Fully dissolve the sugar before increasing the 
heat and boiling rapidly until setting point is 
reached (around 1040C).

You can double check that the setting point 
has been reached by using the Wrinkle Test. 
Spoon into hot sterilised jars and seal down.  
This recipe will yield  approximately 750g of 
jelly for every 450g of sugar used.
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If you would like to discuss our services further,  
or would like to arrange a free, no obligation market appraisal  

then please email distinctive@pablack.co.uk or call 0845 3402911

Albany Road 
02920 462 246  

Barry 
01446 733 224  

Blackwood 
01495 231 199

Bridgend 
01656 657 201  

Caerphilly  
02920 867 611  

Canton 
02920 397 171

Chepstow 
01291 630 876  

Cowbridge 
01446 772 857 

Dinas Powys 
02920 513 151

Gorseinon 
01792 894 422  

Heath 
02920 231 670  

Llanishen 
02920 618 552   

Monmouth 
01600 714 355

Morriston
01792 798 201

Neath 
01639 635 115 

Newport 
01633 221 892  

Penarth 
02920 703 799

Pontypridd
  01443 485600

Porthcawl 
01656 771 600  

Rumney 
02920 792 888  

Swansea 
01792 641 481 

Swansea Marina
01792 463 780 

Talbot Green 
01443 222 851

Victoria Park 
02920 397 077  

Whitchurch 
02920 612 328
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Woodside Cottage Farm, 
Llanvaches

An opportunity to purchase this superb spacious family home hidden amongst the rural lanes 
above Llanvaches, and yet just a few miles from Chepstow, Magor and the M4, providing 
convenient access for the Seven Bridge, Bristol and Cardiff. Set in approximately 6.4 acres, this 
very substantial property with stables, outbuildings, land is perfect for horses with miles of 
rides with Wentwood forest on your doorstep. Elevated, but sheltered high on a south slope the 
property commands extraordinary panoramic views over the Seven Estuary from the bridge of the 
Second Severn Crossing, to Somerset, Minehead and towards Cardiff in the west.

Stunning accommodation comprises of a large hallway, fitted cloakroom, 29ft drawing room, 
26ft sitting room, large dining room, study/TV room, refitted luxury family kitchen/living room 
with integrated appliances and granite worktops. Large utility room. To the first floor there is six 
generous bedrooms (two ensuite, including a large master), a shared ‘Jack & Jill’ bathroom and 
a further family bathroom. All glazing is 28ml and self cleaning. The house is designed to take full 
advantage of the breathtaking view, the principal reception rooms, kitchen and main bedrooms 
all face south and three of the bedrooms have full balconies. There is consent for a double garage 
with studio over (application number 12/0920, 8/11/2012). Intending purchasers should satisfy 
themselves as to the validity of this permission.

£979,950 

EPC = D
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£

£

£

£

EPC = E EPC = E 

Newton Lodge, Welsh Newton Common Golynos Fawr Farm, Rogerstone

Redbrook House, Upper RedbrookOld Brewery House, Upper Redbrook

EPC = G EPC = TBC 

 £1,400,000 

 £650,000 

 £950,000 

 £630,000 

• Beautifully presented country residence 
• 5 Individual converted stone barns, rental of approx. £31,000 per year! 
• Main house with many original features 
• Coach house with separate entrance 
• Various outbuildings and garages 
• Set in over 5 acres of land (STM) 
• Stunning countryside views

• 19th Century cottage with a two storey stone built annex 
• 5 Double bedrooms in total - all with ensuites 
• Large central courtyard plus gardens 
• Lovely features and setting
• Situated in an area of ‘Outstanding Natural Beauty’ 
• Just minutes from Monmouth town

• Superb farmhouse set in 38 acres 
• Two portal frame buildings approximately 60m x 30m 45m x 30m 
• Stone barn 
• A range of traditional buildings 
• Fantastic opportunity 
• Stunning location

• Substantial stone built house with self-contained annex
• Beautiful village location on the River Wye
• Six/seven bedrooms
• Master bedroom with dressing room and ensuite
• Two large reception rooms
• Lovely gardens and ample parking
• Self-contained annex - ideal rental or holiday let

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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£

£

£

£

EPC = TBC EPC = D 

EPC = B EPC = G Dorallt Close, HenllysThe Old Post Office, Cross Ash

Woolpitch Wood, ChepstowLittle Hervells Court, Chepstow

 £575,000 

 £550,000 

 £385,000 

 £550,000 

• Period country residence sitting in grounds approaching an acre in size
• Accommodation over three floors
• Five double bedrooms
• Lounge over 32’ in length
• 35’ kitchen / dining room
• Superb southerly views over the open countryside

• Brand new development 
• Set on an elevated position just above Chepstow town centre 
• A range of executive new homes 
• High end bespoke fixtures and fittings 
• Built in accordance with local planning requirements 
• Garage and parking secure gated development

• Beautifully presented throughout
• High specification kitchen with integrated appliances and breakfast bar
• Five bedrooms, two with en suite
• Snug with log burner and bifold doors leading on to the garden
• Three further reception rooms
• Rear garden with large decked terrace

• No chain!! Call to book your viewing now
• High end finishes including new carpets throughout 
• Garage with electric garage door and off road parking 
• High tech av lighting and security system 
• Dual fuel log burning stove and grand fireplace 
• Exclusive contemporary kitchen with mandarin stone marble flooring 
• Landscaped rear garden with indian limestone patio

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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£ £

£ £ £

EPC = E

EPC = EEPC = C Old Dixton Road, Monmouth Church Road, Easter Compton

Main Road, Undy Blacksmiths Way, Coedkernew Kingswood Road, Monmouth
EPC =  E EPC = C

 £525,000  £400,000 

 £450,000  £450,000  £425,000 

• Spacious six bedroom house 
• Two self contained flats 
• Large kitchen diner 
• Detached garage 
• Integral garage parking for several vehicles 
• Large rear garden

• Three bedroom cottage
• Garage
• Conservatory to rear
• Two reception rooms
• Mature gardens
• Ample off street parking

• Substantially extended five bedroom home
• Stunning kitchen diner
• Full width conservatory
• Gas combination boiler
• Large attractive gardens
• Garage and ample offroad parking

• Detached cottage with additional  
attached annex 

• The cottage has three reception rooms and  
three/four bedrooms 

• The annex has two double bedrooms and  
a large lounge and kitchen

• Ample parking for five cars 
• Plus a detached garage
• Ideal for multi-generation living or for  

generating additional rental income.

• Four bedrooms detached house 
• Master with ensuite shower room 
• Double garage off road parking 
• Kitchen/breakfast room 
• Conservatory, utility, study 
• Cloakroom 
• Attractive garden that is not overlooked 
• Walking distance of town schools

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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£ £

£ £ £

EPC = G EPC = TBC Severn Quay, Chepstow Shepherds Hill, Goodrich

Bryn House, Pwllmeyric Duchess Road, Osbaston Saxonbury House,  
Lansdown RoadEPC =  D EPC = E

EPC = D

 From £350,000  £500,000 

 £425,000  £390,000  £399,950 

• New waterfront development on the River Wye
• Luxury riverside apartments
• Spacious townhouses
• Engaging mews houses
• Great transport connections
• Breath-taking and desirable location

• Stone built stable block, converted to a two storey dwelling
• Elevated location above the village
• Over an acre of grounds with a small paddock
• Stable block and open barns
• Large lounge with wood burner, plus a conservatory 
• Four bedrooms, no onward chain

• Very well presented 
• Extended updated 
• Four bedrooms 
• Larger than average private gardens 
• Driveway 
• Large family home 
• Must be viewed! 
• Shower room 
• Separate bathroom

• Detached bungalow
• Two reception rooms 
• Sun room over-looking the garden
• Four double bedrooms 
• Private garden 
• Garage

• Luxury grade ii listed apartment 
• 2 Bedrooms, master with ensuite 
• Modern fully fitted ‘Sigma’ kitchen 
• Original features 
• Two allocated parking spaces 
• Walking distance of town schools 
• Easy access to commuter links

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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£ £

£ £ £

EPC = B 

• Four bedroom period property
• Lovingly renovated 
• Two receptions rooms 
• New oil fired central heating system
• Rear garden with spectacular views
• Large driveway 
• Integral double width garage

EPC = D

Hazel Tree Grove, Allt Yr Yn Springfield Lane, Rhiwderin

The Paddock, Chepstow Wellmeadow, Staunton Pandy, Abergavenny 

EPC = D

EPC = C EPC = E

 £475,000  £470,000 

 £385,000  £380,000  £375,000 

• Detached
• Fantastic west side location
• Five bedrooms
• Twin garages
• Driveway

• Detached 
• Larger than average 
• Four double bedrooms 
• Extended 
• Superb kitchen/dining room 
• Double garage, driveway 
• Very well presented

• Extensively refurbished detached family home 
• Westerly facing landscaped garden with 

large sun terrace
• Four Bedrooms 
• Open plan living room and dining room 
• Fitted kitchen with built in appliances  

and granite work surfaces
• Bathroom and separate shower room 
• Cul de sac location

• Detached property 
• Two reception rooms
• Kitchen / diner 
• Study 
• Four bedrooms 
• Under floor heating

SaleAgreed

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Cefn Mably Road, 
Lisvane

Forming part of the prestigious Heritage Collection in St Denys’s Gate, Lisvane, this truly 
outstanding detached five bedroom executive style modern residence, was built by Messrs 
Redrow Homes in 2015 to a high specification, the Highgrove in design, double fronted in style, 
and finished externally in white Alpine render above a facing brick plinth. This magnificent family 
home provides exceptional living space including a 35ft stylish fitted kitchen, dining room and 
family room, equipped with a contemporary quality Symphony kitchen, with porcelain tiled floors 
and emerald pearl granite work surfaces, bespoke in both it’s colour pattern and bevelled design. 
There are also a full range of high quality Siemens integrated appliances strategically placed 
throughout this truly luxurious kitchen. Composite white double glazed bi-folding doors open 
onto a stunning private landscaped rear garden, whilst a good sized utility room and a separate 
study/home office is approached from this enviable open plan social space. A grand entrance 
reception hall includes an oak staircase with chamfered newels and spindles finished with clear 
lacquer, leading into a gallery landing, whilst the living space flows into a spacious main lounge 
(19’3 x 14’9), and a large formal dining room (16’1 X 11’9).

£995,000

EPC = B

58  |   pablack .co.uk

Cardiff



£

£

£

£

EPC =  TBC EPC =  FBeulah Road, Rhiwbina Church Road, Pentyrch

The Parade, WhitchurchPendwyallt Road, Whitchurch EPC = TBCEPC = D 

£795,000

 £775,000 

£795,000

 £695,000 

• Large detached four bedroom double fronted bungalow 
• Exceptional surrounding gardens and grounds
• Stunning location 
• Level walking distance to Rhiwbina Garden Village
• 24ft new kitchen breakfast room, 17’6 lounge
• Two bathrooms
• Double garage

• Six bedroom detached capacious family residence
• Private gardens and deep gated entrance drive 
• Extensive living space with a large 25ft entrance reception hall
• Downstairs cloak room. 21ft kitchen, 15ft sitting room
• 14ft dining room, 19ft lounge 
• Two bathrooms
• Double garage

• Detached seven bedroom country house with truly stunning  
country views

• L shaped 24ft x 19ft kitchen/breakfast room
• 18ft dining room, 31ft Lounge, indoor pool
• Three bathrooms, double car port, double garage
• Single garage, extensive parking
• No chain

• Large four bedroom Edwardian house
• 16ft lounge, 14ft dining room
• 14ft breakfast room
• Many original period features
• Large main private drive
• Garage 
• No chain

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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£

EPC = C 

EPC = C EPC = D Foreland Road, WhitchurchLisvane Road, Lisvane

Clos Elphan, St. MellonsLongleat Close, Lisvane EPC = TBC 

 £635,000 

 £599,950 

 £660,000 

 £595,000 

• Semi-detached Victorian style residence built in 2004
• Golden Oak PVC double glazed windows
• Five large bedrooms, fitted kitchen breakfast room, downstairs cloak 

room, large utility room, 20ft Dining room, 16ft Lounge
• Three bathrooms two ensuite, double garage
• 80ft rear gardens, private gated entrance drive
• No chain!

• Stylish spacious detached four bedroom family home in select close
• Downstairs cloak room, 19ft Stylish fitted kitchen breakfast room
• Formal dining room, separate sitting room with french doors
• Separate sun room, utility
• Three stunning bathrooms
• PVC double glazing, gas heating, intruder alarm
• Landscaped gardens and drive.

• Guide Price £660,000 - £695,000
• Large five bedroom stunning family residence of character
• 17ft lounge, 18ft sitting room, 16ft kitchen breakfast room
• Study area, downstairs cloak room, utility room, five bedrooms,  

two bathrooms. 27ft garage, extensive improvements
• Large and lovely private gardens.

• Detached Meadgate built four double bedroom family residence with 
kitchen and breakfast room

• Combined cloak room/shower
• Study, dining room, lounge, sun lounge/conservatory
• Four bathrooms three ensuite, lovely position
• Gas heating, double glazing

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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£

EPC = C Lake Road North, Roath Park Main Road, Gwaelod-Y-Garth

Cyncoed Road, CyncoedRidgeway, Lisvane

EPC = C

EPC = D EPC = D 

 £590,000 

 £549,950 

 £550,000 

 £535,000 

• Six bedroom semi-detached traditional family house
• 26ft kitchen and breakfast room, 15ft lounge, sitting room
• PVC conservatory, games room
• Three bathrooms, downstairs cloak room
• PVC double glazing, gas heating, charming landscaped gardens
• Cardiff High School catchment
• Excellent location

• Detached Five bedroom family house in select quiet close
• 27ft lounge, study/home office, separate versatile snug
• Stylish modern 20ft kitchen Breakfast room
• Downstairs cloak room
• Two modern stylish bathrooms
• Double garage
• Private gardens

• Detached five bedroom modern residence offering 2500 square feet
• 28ft x 22ft L shaped new kitchen dining room 
• Stylish new downstairs cloak room, 21ft lounge, sitting room/snug
• Two luxury new bathrooms
• New white PVC windows and french doors
• New gas heating
• New intruder alarm, landscaped gardens (£20,000)

• Magnificent five bedroom semi-detached double fronted traditional 
house including a self contained one bedroom versatile granny annex/
teenager suite

• PVD double glazing, gas heating
• 15ft PVC conservatory, 19ft lounge
• Separate snug/study, utility room, cloak room, two bathrooms

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Glenmount Way, ThornhillRidgeway, Lisvane

St Fagans Drive, St. FagansBettws Y Coed Road, Cyncoed

EPC = DEPC = D

EPC = D EPC =  D

 £530,000 

 £525,000 

 £460,000 

 £499,999 

• Five bedroom detached double fronted residence
• Large and extensive corner gardens
• Three reception rooms including a 27ft lounge, downstairs cloak room, 

large utility room, two bathrooms
• Double garage, double drive. PVC double glazing
• Lovely quiet residential location with room to extend further

• Detached three bedroom double fronted bungalow
• Full planning to build a brand new 3000 square foot detached  

bespoke residence
• Modern fitted kitchen
• Luxurious new family bathroom
• Extensive private parking

• 4 bedroom detached house
• Master bedroom with ensuite
• Open plan kitchen/dining room
• Potential for completely separate living accommodation
• Driveway for 2 cars

• Detached 4/5 bedroom double fronted family house
• Integral one bedroom annex with versatile living space
• Downstairs cloak room, fitted kitchen breakfast room, utility room
• Formal dining room, 19ft lounge, versatile sitting room
• Two bathrooms, private drive, double garage
• Gas CHR, PVC windows

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Tyn Y Berllan, Lisvane Holly Grove, Lisvane

Clos Rhiannon, ThornhillEgremont Road, Cardiff

EPC = B EPC = D 

EPC =  TBCEPC = D 

 £485,000 

 £450,000 

 £480,000 

 £425,000 

• Stunning detached three double bedroom Edwardian style Redrow 
built modern residence with prominent corner plot gardens

• 21ft bespoke Symphony Shaker Style kitchen dining room
• Utility room, downstairs cloak room, Porcelanosa tiled floors
• 17ft lounge, two luxurious bathrooms
• ensuite play room/walk-in wardrobe, simply stunning

• Single family owned since new! 
• Sought after location 
• Huge potential 
• South west facing 
• Great garden 
• Plenty of off road parking

• Detached four bedroom house in select close 
• Walking distance to Lisvane railway station and Cefn Onn country park 
• Downstairs cloak room, study, formal dining room
• Separate 17ft lounge
• Private gardens, further court yard front garden
• Pvc double glazing, gas central heating

• Rarely available location 
• Five bedrooms 
• Two ensuites and one family bathroom 
• Double driveway with garage 
• Spacious ground floor 
• South-east facing rear garden

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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EPC = TBCEPC = E EPC = D

Chatsworth Close, Cardiff Heol Peredur, Thornhill

Thompson Avenue, CardiffArdwyn Pantmawr, Rhiwbina Heol Cefn Onn, Lisvane

EPC = D EPC = C

£495,000  £439,950 

 £430,000  £389,950  £380,000 

• Stunning detached four double bedroom house
• Stylish new kitchen and breakfast room
• Dining room, family room, play room, lounge, study
• Newly landscapes gardens 
• Lovely condition 

• Detached four bedroom family house with sunny corner gardens  
backing onto woodland

• Gas heating, PVC double glazing, 
• Stylish fitted 16ft kitchen breakfast room
• New downstairs cloak room suite, utility room
• 15ft lounge, formal dining room
• PVC conservatory, two bathrooms. four good sized bedrooms

• No chain 
• Four reception rooms 
• Loft conversion 
• Over looking Victoria Park 
• Rear garden with parking

• Detached three/four bedroom versatile 
dormer bungalow

• 23ft fully fitted kitchen breakfast room
• 15ft lounge
• 28ft master bedroom
• Stunning new ground floor shower room
• Separate first floor shower room
• Delightful landscaped private gardens

• Detached three bedroom house
• Lovely position 
• Charming enclosed gardens
• New white pvc double glazed re-placement 

windows and french doors
• Down stairs cloak room
• 16ft lounge
• Dining room
• Fitted kitchen
• White modern bathroom

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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EPC = DEPC = TBC

King George V Drive East, Heath Havenwood Drive, Thornhill

Heol Dolwen, Whitchurch St Aidan Crescent, Heath

EPC =  D EPC = D 

EPC = E

 £  £429,000 

£375,000 £369,950

• Stunning versatile four bedroom semi-detached home
• Fully improved and extended bungalow 
• Sizeable corner gardens fronting Heath Park
• L shaped fully fitted 30 FT x 15 FT kitchen & dining room 
• Two stylish bathrooms
• Entrance drive, detached garage
• Sauna

• Detached four bedroom family house
• Open plan kitchen and breakfast room
• Family room
• Study, lounge
• Two bathrooms 
• Double drive
• Enclosed gardens

• Semi-detached two bedroom bungalow 
• Drive and garage
• Large and lovely rear garden 
• Open plan kitchen and dining room
• Conservatory
• Separate lounge

• Traditional three bedroom house of character 
• Gas heating
• Pvc double glazing
• Down stairs cloak room
• 14ft dining room
• Formal lounge
• Fitted kitchen
• Utility room
• Lovely garden

Thornhill Road, Llanishen

 £375,000 

• Gable fronted semi-detached three  
bedroom 1920 house of character 

• 19ft fitted stylish kitchen
• Gas heating, PVC double glazing,
• Large main lounge with working fireplace
• Separate formal dining room  

with french doors
• Impressive modern family bathroom
• Elegant original period features throughout

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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• Four double bedrooms
• Large living spaces and conservatory
• Sought after cul de sac
• Driveway and garage
• No onward chain

Cefn Onn Meadows, Lisvane St Ina Road, Heath

Clos Nant Coslech, 
Pontprennau

The Shires, Marshfield

EPC = C EPC = D 

EPC = C

EPC = C

 £410,000  £410,000 

 £360,000  £350,000 

• Detached four bedroom home with double garage
• Downstairs cloakroom, 21ft lounge
• PVC double glazed conservatory, formal dining room
• 17ft kitchen breakfast room
• Family bathroom, ensuite shower room
• Enclosed gardens, double glazing, gas heating, intruder alarm
• No chain

• Guide price £415,000 - £425,000 
• Traditional four bedroom semi-detached family house
• 23ft x 18ft L shaped kitchen dining room
• Separate front lounge with contemporary fire place, further sitting 

room with open fire place
• Downstairs cloak room, PVC double glazing
• Gas heating, two bathrooms one being ensuite

• Guide price £350,000-£360,000 
• Detached family home 
• Idyllic cul-de-sac location 
• Garage 
• Ample off road parking

Earls Court Road, Penylan
EPC = D

 £360,000 

• Extended three bedrooms 
• Two reception rooms plus dining 
• Sought after location 
• South westerly facing rear garden

SaleAgreed

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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EPC = TBC 

EPC = E 

• Four bedroom executive home
• Dining room, lounge, study
• Master bedroom with ensuite
• Family bathroom
• Garage and off road parking
• Chain free

Clodien Avenue, Cardiff St Isan Road, Heath

Heathwood Road, Cardiff

EPC = D 

 £380,000  £400,000 

 £380,000  £375,000 

• Popular residential location
• Three double bedrooms
• Two reception rooms
• Driveway parking
• No onward chain

• 17ft stylish modern kitchen breakfast room
• Downstairs cloak room
• 14’5ft lounge, 15ft dining room
• Pvc conservatory, garage
• Stunning landscaped sunny rear gardens, gas heating
• Pvc double glazing
• Four bedroom semi-detached house of character

• Detached bungalow 
• Three bedrooms
• South facing garden
• Off road parking
• Development potentia

Hastings Crescent,   
Old St Mellons

Ffordd Y Barcer, St Fagans

EPC = D

EPC = D

 £360,000 

• Two reception rooms 
• Multiple parking spaces 
• Detached 
• Stunning kitchen 
• Large garden plot 
• Garage

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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EPC = TBCAREPC = TBC

Mitre Court, Llandaff Melville Avenue, Old St. Mellons

Newport Road, Old St. Mellons King George V Drive West, 
Cardiff

EPC = E EPC = D 

EPC = E

 £429,950  £395,000 

 £350,000  £375,000 

• Three bedroom mews style house
• Downstairs cloak room
• Lounge and dining room 
• Gated car park with 2 parking spaces
• Secluded and secure rear garden

• Detached four double bedroom modern house in cul de sac road
• PVC double glazing, gas combi heating
• 17’9ft lounge
• 15ft dining room
• Fitted 14ft kitchen
• Two shower rooms (one ensuite) and a family bathroom
• Larger and lovely corner rear gardens

• High quality fixtures and fittings 
• Large landscaped gardens 
• Off road parking 
• New build home 
• 10 Year structural warranty

• Detached bungalow
• Two bedrooms
• Two reception rooms
• Set on a generous size plot
• Close to hospital
• No onward chain

Lon Y Rhyd, Cardiff 

 £380,000 

• Traditional bay fronted 3 bedroom  
semi-detached residence

• Single garage and gated driveway
• Quiet residential road
• Tastefully decorated 
• Traditional features

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Victoria Road, 
Maesycwmmer

A Newly built six bedroom family home that has been designed and constructed to the highest 
standards whilst providing a fantastic degree of flexibility in living arrangements and would suit 
a multi-generation family, with the lower ground floor being used as a self contained apartment 
if desired. No expense has been spared in both the build, in order to produce a highly efficient 
home, and in the finish and heating system. 

The design has also ensured the property is flooded with natural light whilst taking advantage  
of the exceptional views across the wooded valley. The property hosts many energy saving 
features including the heat absorbing glazing and underfloor heating set into screed floors,  
Other features include a security alarm system with camera entry, power points with USB 
charging points, TV connections in the bedrooms and reception areas, electric gate entry to 
the generous parking area and a large double garage with a remotely controlled door. The 
lower ground floor can be utilised as a self contained apartment or part of the extended 
accommodation. The accommodation briefly comprises an open plan living room and fitted 
kitchen area with built-in appliances and bi-fold doors to the lower gardens, a double bedroom 
with a dressing room and ensuite, a cloakroom/wc and the boiler room.

£600,000

EPC = B
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Ty’n-Y-Coedcae, Waterloo Rhyd Y Gwern Close, Rudry

Gellideg Lane, Maesycwmmer Commercial Road, Crumlin Llwyn-On Crescent, Oakdale

£385,000 £565,000

£490,000 £475,000 £375,000

• Beautifully presented four bedroom detached home
• Double garage
• Two ensuites
• Semi-rural location
• Three reception rooms
• Modern kitchen and ensuites

• Tastefully extended 
• Impressive fittings throughout 
• Private landscaped garden 
• Four Reception rooms 
• Four Bedrooms 
• 18’ Master bedroom with luxury ensuite

• No chain 
• Beautifully presented detached family home 
• Generous gardens
• Four double bedrooms 
• Two with ensuites
• 28ft lounge 
• Double garage with electric doors 
• Conservatory 
• Beautiful landscaped gardens 

• Substantial detached family home 
• Six bedrooms 
• Four reception rooms 
• Extensive grounds 
• Double garage 
• No chain

• Stone built detached family home
• 4 double bedrooms 
• Master bedroom with ensuite
• Three reception rooms
• Kitchen/diner with built-in appliances  

and utility room
• Large garage with electric door
• No chain

EPC = TBC EPC = C 

EPC = C EPC = E EPC = D

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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EPC = D

Old Bedwas Road, Porset South View Road, Blackwood

Rectory Villas, Crumlin Ffordd Las, Abertridwr Tonypistyll Road, Newbridge

EPC =  D EPC = TBC

EPC = D EPC = E

£550,000 £495,000

£370,000 £369,950 £350,000

• 17th Century stone built longhouse in idyllic location 
• Gardens and grounds of approximately 1.5 acres 
• Lounge and a dining room with large, stone inglenook fireplace 
• Kitchen/Diner with AGA range cooker 
• Master Bedroom with ensuite 
• Possible 4th bedroom with mezzanine 
• Double Garage

• Traditional style and greatly extended family home offering flexible 
accommodation

• Five double bedrooms, two with ensuites
• Four large reception rooms
• Fitted kitchen with separate utility room
• Generous parking plus garage

• Edwardian detached family residence with  
accommodation over three floors

• Three reception rooms
• Six double bedrooms
• Two bathrooms
• Large kitchen / breakfast room with  

centre island
• Lovely original features and fireplaces 

throughout
• Detached double garage
• Walled gardens with lawn and seating areas

• Executive self build
• Four double bedrooms
• Three reception rooms
• Conservatory
• Stunning views of the countryside
• Driveway and garage

• No onward chain
• Large, detached bungalow 
• Elevated position with excellent views
• Very generous gardens with potential to 

extend or build (subject to planning)
• Three double bedrooms
• Two reception rooms
• Covered terrace
• Garage

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Rookery Wood,  
Sully, Penarth

Approached via a private road with a central green, the substantial grounds of this individually 
designed and very spacious property are entered via stone pillars with wrought iron electric 
gates and a camera/intercom entry system. The large driveway leads to parking areas bordered 
by formal lawns and the double garage with a covered and enclosed car port close by. This 
exceptionally well presented family home is set in the middle of the grounds, therefore 
bordered by gardens on all sides, which are approximately half an acre in size. The ground floor 
accommodation briefly comprises an entrance porch leading to the generous reception hallway 
which is overlooked by a gallery landing, cloakroom/wc. a 22ft square lounge with a conservatory 
to the rear, a large dining room, a snug/bar, study/TV room which is open plan to the games room, 
a well fitted kitchen with built-in appliances and a range cooker - open plan to the breakfast room 
with a matching centre island, a utility room and a downstairs shower room/wc. To the first floor 
there is a gallery landing, master bedroom suite with a full ensuite bathroom, three further large 
double bedrooms (one with a sauna room attached), and a separate shower room and wc. The 
generous rear garden, which has a good degree of privacy, has lawns leading to the sun decks and 
paved terraces which surround the heated swimming pool with Roman steps. Within the garden 
are various storage areas, a pergola and a summerhouse with a covered porch.

£950,000

EPC = D
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£

Westra, Dinas Powys Bridgeman Road, Penarth

Cross Common Road, Dinas PowysOld Mill Farmhouse, Lettons Way

EPC = C EPC =  C

EPC = E EPC = D

£1,050,000

£795,000

 £975,000

£750,000

• Beautifully presented detached family home 
• High stone wall and security gates 
• Adjacent to the common 
• Six bedrooms and four bathrooms 
• Three reception rooms 
• Double garage

• Stunning six bedroom farmhouse dating back over 500 years
• Set in gardens of around 1/3rd of an acre, close to the village centre
• Stunning lounge with vaulted ceiling
• Refitted kitchen with built-in appliances and breakfast island
• Sitting room with large stone inglenook fireplace
• Dining room and conservatory

• Stunning penthouse apartment with outstanding views across  
the channel 

• Very large private roof garden plus a 24ft balcony 
• Three double bedrooms - two with ensuite facilities 
• 24ft Lounge and separate dining room, fitted kitchen/breakfast room 
• Two parking spaces in underground garage 
• Gated and walled gardens

• Set in grounds of approximately an acre
• Detached family home with six bedrooms in total
• Can easily be utilised as two, three bedroom homes
• Main house has three reception rooms plus a very large conservatory
• Annex has an open plan lounge/kitchen
• Rural location with far reaching views towards the West Country

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Old Port Road, Wenvoe Old Mill Cottage, Mill Road

Canon Walk, Llandough Swanbridge Road, Sully Leckwith Road, Llandough

EPC =  F EPC = E 

EPC = B EPC = TBC EPC = D

£725,000 £675,000

 £500,000  £500,000  £465,000

• Distinctive detached home full of character and charm
• Three reception rooms
• Four bedrooms, one ensuite
• Beautifully maintained large garden
• Off road parking

• Beautiful family home close to the village centre
• Set in landscaped gardens and with off road parking
• Three reception rooms plus conservatory
• Four bedrooms and refitted feature bathroom
• Fitted kitchen with Aga range cooker
• Exceptionally well presented throughout

• Distinctive detached home 
• Four or five bedrooms 
• Two ensuite and bathroom 
• Spacious kitchen / dining area 
• Double garage with off road parking 
• Front and rear gardens

• Grade 2 Listed farmhouse set in stone 
walled gardens of approx. 3/4 of an acre 

• Beautiful views across the Vale 
• Externally refurbished by the present owner 
• Internally a blank canvass but retaining 

many outstanding features

• Impressively large garden backing onto 
open woods 

• Potential to create self-contained annexe
• Five/six bedrooms
• Two bathrooms
• Three/four receptions
• Outdoor swimming pool

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Conybeare Road, Sully Kings Ride, Twyncyn

Clevedon Avenue, Sully Smithies Avenue, Sully Grange Close, Wenvoe

EPC = C EPC = C 

EPC = E EPC = D EPC = C

£439,950 £649,950

 £450,000 £450,000 £420,000

• Detached double fronted family home
• Stunningly presented
• 4 bedrooms
• En-suite shower room & contemporary family bathroom
• Stylish open plan living accommodation

• Beautifully presented, 5 double bedroom family home
• Close to the village centre, the Common and the primary school
• Generous lounge and separate sitting room
• Large open plan fitted kitchen and dining room
• Master bedroom with full ensuite bathroom
• ‘In and out’ driveway plus double garage

• Detached bungalow with two loft rooms 
• Large plot with sea views of Sully Island  

and Flat Holm
• Lounge and open plan kitchen/dining room
• Utility room 
• Two ground floor double bedrooms 
• Two shower rooms/wc
• Double garage

• Extended Detached Bungalow - No Chain 
• On Impressive Plot Over 210’ In Length 
• Includes 115’ Drive 
• Large Garden With Outdoor Swimming Pool 
• Three receptions
• Four bedrooms 
• Kitchen
• Bathroom Shower Room

• Beautifully presented detached family home 
in a village location

• Close to Cardiff and with good access to 
the M4

• Four double bedrooms
• Large lounge/dining room 
• Separate reception room and conservatory 
• Spacious fitted kitchen and breakfast room
• Garage and driveway.

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Cog Road, Penarth Winsford Road, Sully

Arlington Mews Lord Street, Penarth Station Road West, Wenvoe

EPC = E EPC = TBC 

EPC = D EPC = D EPC = TBC

£624,950 £530,000

£415,000 £400,000 £375,000

• Handsome period property built circa 1913 
• Large garden - sweeping lawn to open fields
• Elegant and charming interior
• Four bedrooms
• Two bathrooms
• Two receptions & 20’ Conservatory 
• Under floor heating

• Impressively spacious detached family home on corner plot 
• Double storey extended plus informal loft conversion 
• Four bedrooms, three receptions
• Large conservatory,  two bathrooms 
• Large enclosed rear garden 
• Single garage

• Detached bungalow over 1,400 sq.ft. 
• Four large double bedrooms 
• Two large reception rooms plus games room 
• Enclosed lawned inner courtyard 
• Impressive side decked terrace 
• Offered for sale with no chain

• Charming bay fronted terrace 
• No chain 
• Specacular water views over Cardiff Bay 
• Three bedrooms 
• Converted loft 
• Four reception rooms 
• Conservatory

• Imposing and extended detached  
family home 

• Three double bedrooms (one ensuite)
• Superb kitchen/breakfast room
• Lounge and dining room 
• Extensively refurbished
• Large parking area
• Garage with electric door
• Garden and patio

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Old Port Road, Wenvoe Porfa Ballas, Rhoose

Cedar Way, Penarth Penlan Road, Llandough Arcot Street, Penarth

EPC = E EPC = C 

EPC = D EPC = E EPC = E

£495,000  £490,000

£375,000 £365,000 £360,000

• Individually designed detached bungalow set on a generous plot
• Five bedrooms (one with ensuite facilities)
• Large open plan lounge / dining room with a wood burning stove
• Lovely, well stocked gardens with an enclosed courtyard
• Parking for numerous vehicles

• No onward chain
• Larger style, five/six bedroom detached family home
• South facing garden with stunning sea views and hot tub/plunge pool
• 33ft Kitchen/dining room with refitted kitchen area and built-in appliances
• Master bedroom with ensuite plus bedroom with glass fronted balcony
• Double garage with car charging point installed

• Beautifully presented semi-detached property
• Three receptions
• Conservatory
• Five bedrooms
• Stylish bathroom

• Delightful cottage with
• Southerly facing garden
• Three bedrooms
• 18ft through lounge 
• Wood burner
• Fitted kitchen
• Modern bathroom with separate shower

• Spacious four bedroom mid-terrace 
• In town centre 
• Impressive rear garden 
• Over 75’ in length 
• Externally modernised via regeneration 

scheme

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes

pablack .co.uk  |   77

P
e

n
a

rth
, D

in
a

s P
o

w
ys &

 B
a

rry



£920,000

EPC = E

Pendoylan Road, 
Groesfaen, Pontyclun

This five bedroom family home enjoys a large and lovely private garden to approx a third of an 
acre, with attached stable and double garage. Externally finished in stone this large and versatile 
property boasts four separate reception rooms, including the lounge being generous 38ft. x 16ft. 
The ground floor living space includes a grand entrance reception hall with returning staircase 
that leads to an gallery landing, a shower room, utility room, study, sitting room/ bedroom five 
and a family room. On the first floor there are four double bedrooms, the master suite includes 
French doors that open onto a private balcony which overlooks the charming rear gardens and 
leads to a stunning roof garden with superb views. Included within the master bedroom is a 
bespoke free standing bath and an ensuite.
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Oakmead Road, Llanharan St Annes Court, Talygarn

Castellau, LlantrisantPinewood Hill, Talbot Green

EPC =  D EPC = D 

EPC = E EPC =  D

 £495,000 

 £460,000 

 £650,000 

 £450,000 

• Stunning detached four bedroom timber built home
• Set within a beautifully landscaped plot
• Stylish log/wood burners in both principal rooms
• Modern and contemporary kitchen with breakfast bar
• The master bedroom features a dressing room & ensuite shower room
• Driveway parking plus a single garage

• No chain
• Detached garage 
• Four sizeable double bedrooms 
• Breathtaking views 
• Corner plot 
• Off road parking 
• Generational living

• Executive five bedroom detached home
• Highly desirable area of Talygarn
• Finished to high standard
• Southerly facing rear garden
• Double width drive 
• Integral garage

• Charming detached farm house 
• Planning permission to extend 
• Four reception rooms 
• First floor separated into two parts 
• No ongoing chain 
• Three acre plot of land addiontally available via separate negotiation

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Nile Road, TrealawKingsacre, Llantwit Fardre

Dan Y Graig Heights, Talbot GreenHeol Cefn Yr Hendy, Miskin

EPC = TBC EPC = C

EPC = D EPC =  C

 £380,000 

 £360,000 

 £365,000

 £350,000 

• Part exchange considered 
• Driveway parking plus double garage 
• Master bedroom plus ensuite
• Three reception rooms 
• Modern and stylish throughout

• Oak doors to the ground floor 
• High gloss kitchen 
• Landscaped front and rear garden 
• Utility room with gas tumble dryer to remain 
• Great sized conservatory, glass paneled oak staircase 
• Highly desirable area in Miskin 
• Y Pant catchment

• Impeccable three bedroom stone built detached family home of  
immense character 

• High quality bespoke interior (by a professional designer) 
• South facing aspect with panoramic views 
• Hard landscaped garden with summerhouse 
• No ongoing chain

• Beautifully presented detached family home
• Three reception rooms
• Master bedroom with ensuite
• Four good sized bedrooms
• Driveway and double detached garage
• Utility room and downstairs cloakroom
• Y Pant catchment

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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£925,000 

EPC = D

Church Far, 
Ystradowen

A truly magnificent six bedroom stone built 1840 farmhouse, occupying a stunning position on 
the edge of the pretty idyllic village of Ystradowen, and providing exceptional living space with 
the special features of an additional converted attached stable converted into a two storey self 
contained two bedroom annex. plus a large and lovely private sunny landscaped garden. This 
distinctive family home retains considerable character with capacious versatile living space 
that would prove suitable for two generation living and a large growing family. Catchment to 
Cowbridge High school where children are collected by bus, this fully improved and restored 
period residence has been sympathetically modernised to a high bespoke specification between 
2008 and 2013 by the current owners, providing flexible living throughout the different seasons and 
enviable character features throughout. The property includes a large open plan Sigma 3 kitchen, 
breakfast room and family room (23’9 x 21’9), a large separate utility room, a charming lounge with 
working fire place (17’2 x 17’2), a stunning contemporary summer room (19’6 x 14’0) equipped with 
bespoke bi-folding doors, a formal gracious dining room (17’0 x 14’) equipped with an elegant log 
burner, and a further relaxing sitting room with pleasing views across the private gardens.
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Star Lane, Capel LlanillternMorfa Lane, Llantwit Major

Broad Close Lane, MoultonWelsh St Donats, Cowbridge

EPC = D EPC = D 

EPC = E EPC = D 

 £999,999 

 £875,000 

 £985,000 

 £820,000 

• Stunning detached four bedroom barn conversion
• Three Luxury bathrooms. Capacious bespoke kitchen breakfast room
• 30ft contemporary lounge. Formal 18ft dining room
• Detached triple garage, gated entrance
• Detached leisure complex with heated indoor swimming pool
• Sauna, games room, solarium and hot tub
• Three Acres

• Detached four bedroom modern country home
• Large and lovely gardens
• 0.65 Acre paddock, gated drive
• 20ft lounge, 25ft kitchen breakfast room
• Formal dining room, sitting room
• PVC sun lounge conservatory
• Three bathrooms

• Six bed country residence with four reception rooms 
• Handmade bespoke kitchen 
• Luxurious designer bathrooms 
• Approximately one acre of private gardens grounds 
• Elevated south-facing views 
• Quiet country lane location 
• Triple garage with accommodation over

• A five bedroom country residence 2.8 acres Ground consisting of large 
idyllic gardens, grounds & ancient woodland

• L-shaped 22ft x 22ft kitchen/diner/family room
• Fantastic space to further extend the property if required
• Study, conservatory, lounge
• Three bathrooms

SaleAgreed

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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EPC =  B

Pen Y Lan Road, Aberthin Wick Road, St. Brides Major

 Penllyne Bungalow, LlanmaesLove Lane, Llanblethian

EPC = C EPC = G 

EPC = C

 £800,000 

 £760,000 

 £775,000 

 £750,000 

• Detached four bedroom 
• Large conservatory 
• Kitchen / breakfast room 
• Ample off road parking 
• Integral double garage 
• No chain

• Detached family home 
• Four bedrooms 
• Four ensuite 
• Spacious living space 
• Off road parking 
• Mature gardens

• Elegant detached family home 
• Six generous double bedrooms 
• Kitchen utility room 
• Three reception rooms 
• One bathroom
• Two shower rooms 
• Cowbridge high school catchment

• Detached dormer bungalow 
• Large kitchen dining room 
• Three reception rooms 
• Two bathrooms 
• Two ensuites 
• Double garage 
• Large rear garden

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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St Brides Road, Wick Pwll Farm, St Nicolas

City, Cowbridge The Grange, Penmark

EPC =  TBCEPC = E 

EPC =  DEPC = E 

£725,000

 £700,000 

 £372,000 

 £700,000 

• Detached farm house property 
• Ample off road parking spaces 
• Three reception rooms 
• Three double bedrooms 
• Two ensuite bathrooms 
• Set in circa 1.3 Acres of grounds

• Five bedroom barn conversion 
• Large kitchen / diner 
• Three bathrooms 
• Private gardens 
• Double garage 
• Off road parking

• Part exchange considered 
• New build
• 4 bedroom detached
• Garage & driveway
• Flooring included
• Close to coastline and 6 miles to Bridgend

• Unique detached five/six bedroom residence
• Occupying an idyllic position within the hamlet village of City
• Exceptional country views 
• Double garage
• Numerous sun terraces

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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 The Old Bakehouse, Llancarfan Tuskers Point, Ogmore-by-Sea

Picketston, St Athan High Street, Llantwit Major Pembroke House, Llancarfan

EPC = E  EPC = TBC 

EPC = F EPC = D EPC = E

 £650,000  £599,995 

 £495,000  £475,000  £475,000 

• Country house steeped in history with Georgian origins 
• Four bedrooms
• Two spacious reception rooms both with exposed beams 
• Kitchen/breakfast room, boot room and large utility room
• Beautifully tranquil rural setting with beautiful gardens 
• In about 0.75 acre of lawned gardens and stream

• Brand new executive detached house 
• Four double bedrooms 
• Bathroom, ensuite, cloakroom 
• Double garage 
• NHBC 10 year warranty 
• Sea views

• Detached period four bedroom cottage with 
private entrance drive and no chain

• Four reception rooms
• Two log burners, period fire places
• Ground floor shower room, utility room
• Kitchen breakfast room. 
• Former bake house and smoke house built 

in original stone

• Detached four bedroom home
• Integral garage and off road parking
• Three reception rooms 
• Large kitchen 

• Detached cottage 
• Kitchen/breakfast room 
• Spacious living room 
• Four bedrooms 
• Front rear garden 
• Full of character

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Abbey Road, Ewenny West Lodge, West Aberthaw

Village Farm, Bonvilston Windmill Lane, Llantwit Major The Retreat, Colwinston

EPC = B EPC = E 

EPC = D EPC = C EPC = E

 £599,950  £600,000 

 £475,000  £460,000  £450,000 

• Detached flexible family home 
• Set in its own grounds / stunning location 
• Three ensuite 
• Kitchen / family room 
• Integral double garage 
• Large driveway parking 
• 1/3 Acre plot

• Detached property
• Set in approx 1 acre of grounds
• Outbuilding with planning permission
• 3 double bedrooms
• Rural setting yet close to local amenities
• Viewing is highly recommended

• Detached four double bedroom family house
• Lovely quiet select cul de sac
• Stunning large gardens
• Superb living space
• Three reception rooms
• Kitchen & breakfast room
• Two bathrooms
• Double garage

• Detached five bedrooms family home 
• Integral garage and off road parking
• Rear garden for outside entertaining
• Two ensuite 
• Bathroom and shower room 
• Large kitchen / breakfast room 
• No chain

• Detached bungalow 
• Versatile accommodation 
• Four bedrooms 
• Two reception rooms 
• Off road parking 
• Integral garage

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Penmark, The Vale Marine Walk, Ogmore-By-Sea

Court Close, Aberthin Clos Ffawydden, Ystradowen Hensol Castle Park, Hensol

EPC = C EPC =  D

EPC = E EPC = C EPC = C

 £575,000  £550,000 

 £439,000  £425,000 £415,000

• Four bedroom detached stone built 
• 17Th century Barn conversion
• 22ft open plan kitchen breakfast room, utility room
• Down stairs cloak room, 20ft lounge, 16ft sitting room
• Formal dining room, Separate snug/study, two bathrooms 
• Surrounding gardens
• Double garage, double drive

• Detached seaside home 
• Four double bedrooms 
• Three reception rooms 
• Kitchen / breakfast room 
• Double garage 
• Off road parking

• Detached four double bedroom home
• Two reception rooms
• Kitchen/breakfast room
• Off road parking 
• Study room 

• Detached family home 
• Four bedrooms 
• Four reception rooms 
• Kitchen and utility 
• Detached double garage 
• Large rear garden

• Luxurious two bedroom self contained 
apartment on the Hensol gated complex

• 26ft open plan lounge, dining room and  
sun room

• Bespoke fitted kitchen
• Stunning ensuite bathroom
• Ensuite shower room
• Double glazing
• Two car spaces
• South facing sun terrace

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Drope Road, St. George’s-Super-Ely Hill Cottage, Bonvilston

Heol Cae Pwll, Colwinston Llantwit Road, St. Athan Wick Road, Ewenny

EPC = E EPC = D 

EPC = C EPC = D EPC = E

£525,000  £500,000 

 £400,000 £379,950  £375,000 

• Four double bedroom family home in delightful semi-rural setting 
• Just 20 minutes to Cardiff city centre
• 20ft lounge, 19ft formal dining room 
• 25ft stylish fitted kitchen breakfast room
• PVC sun lounge conservatory
• Four contemporary white bathrooms
• Lovely private landscaped gardens, double garage, private long drive

• Detached four bedroom home
• Ample off road parking spaces
• Farmhouse kitchen style
• Sitting area and living room
• Detached garage
• Bathroom and ensuite

• Five generously sized bedrooms
• Two ensuite bathrooms
• Open plan kitchen/dining area
• Utility room
• Separate lounge
• Contemporary appliances and features

• No chain
• Refurbished and extended in 2017
• 29’ kitchen/dining/family room 
• Four bedrooms, ensuite
• Family bathroom
• Cloakroom, utility room 
• Generous 60’ rear garden

• Detached cottage home 
• Three bedrooms 
• Two reception rooms 
• Kitchen and utility room 
• Original features 
• Throughout off road parking 
• Garage

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Eithen Place, 
Porthcawl

Situated within a stone`s throw from Porthcawl Promenade and with sea views this c.1930’s 
extended four bedroom semi-detached property over three floors must be viewed.  

To the ground floor the spacious property comprises of entrance hall with doors to two front 
reception rooms with original character features and sea views, from the hall a third door to the 
extended open plan kitchen dining room with patio doors opening to an extensive enclosed rear 
garden.  A hardwood staircase leads to the first floor with three bedrooms and family bathroom.  
A bespoke staircase continues from the landing to the second floor and the fourth bedroom.

 £440,000 

EPC = TBC
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• Detached sea front residence 
• Views of Devon coastline, locks common 
• Three receptions, family breakfast, kitchen 
• Five bedrooms, three ensuite bathroom 
• Gardens to front rear first floor 
• Balcony with views

• Outstanding views of surrounding area 
• Five bedrooms, five reception rooms 
• Three bathrooms, two shower rooms 
• Verandas terraces with views 
• Vegetable garden, orchard 
• Ample gated parking 
• Double garage

Locks Lane, PorthcawlSouth Road, Porthcawl

John Street, Cefn CribwrWest Drive, Porthcawl

EPC = D EPC = D

EPC = D EPC = D 

 £800,000 

 £640,000 

 £650,000 

 £560,000 

• Unique detached residence versatile accommodation 
• Six bedrooms - bathroom shower room 
• Spacious lounge with folding doors to the garden 
• 45ft family games room 
• Sweeping driveway, double garage 
• Extensive grounds with variety of planting

• Unique detached home 
• Five bedrooms, two ensuites
• Sought after location
• Partial views from first floor 
• Family bathroom & ground floor shower room
• Conservatory overlooking rear garden

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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• Sought after cul de sac location 
• Lounge diner, sitting room, breakfast room, utility area 
• Formal lounge, study four bedrooms
• Ensuite bathroom
• Ample parking garage

• Five double bedrooms 
• Four piece ensuite bathroom 
• Large plot 
• Semi rural location 
• Great potential 
• Viewing advised

Ramsey Close, Nottage Whitwell House, Glynogwr

Heol Las, CoityLong Acre Court, Nottage

EPC =  E EPC = F 

EPC = D EPC = D 

 £485,000 

 £460,000 

 £460,000 

 £430,000 

• Views towards Rest Bay beach from the rear 
• Detached family home in cul de sac location 
• Four double bedrooms to first floor 
• Ensuite shower room, family bathroom 
• Two receptions, breakfast, kitchen with utility 
• Maintained gardens
• Garage driveway

• Converted old school 
• Four bedroom detached 
• Beautiful countryside views 
• Three reception rooms 
• Viewing highly recommended

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Rhodfa’s Machlud, NantymoelWest Road, Nottage

Poplar Road, PorthcawlBlundell Court, Porthcawl

EPC = D EPC = D 

EPC = TBC EPC = C 

 £425,000 

 £385,000 

 £399,000 

 £650,000 

• Double fronted traditional home 
• Four bedrooms, three receptions 
• Bathroom, shower room ensuite 
• Spacious breakfast kitchen utility 
• Full of characterful features 
• Built in 1914 as part of Springfield Farm 
• Adjacent to Nottage village

• Architecturally designed detached home
• Three double bedrooms
• Bathroom, ground floor wet room
• Breakfast kitchen, integral appliances
• Dining room with vaulted ceiling, galleried landing 
• Gated garden, garage

• Stunning views
• Beautiful garden
• Fantastic proportions
• Five bedrooms plus loft room
• Off road parking plus garage
• Viewing highly recommended

• Charming detached property
• Four bedrooms (potentially five) with en suite to master
• Neighbouring Coity Castle
• Generous open plan kitchen / family area
• Original character features
• Beautifully extended and tastefully modernised

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Llys Gwyr, 
Upper Killay

Finished to a high standard throughout this Four double bedroom detached property is not to be 
missed. Located just off Gower road, the entrance of The Gower Peninsula with its award winning 
beaches. Conveniently positioned for local primary and secondary schools and easy access to 
Sketty Cross, Singleton Hospital and Swansea University.

Set within its own private grounds and benefiting from views towards the Gower from the rear, 
the property briefly comprises of entrance hall, cloakroom, study, lounge, open plan kitchen diner 
through to utility, and conservatory to the ground floor. To the first floor is the family bathroom 
and three bedrooms, the master boasting a dressing area and its own ensuite facilities. To the 
second floor is a further double bedroom, again with its own Heritage Brass bathroom suite.

Zoned Security system installed and serviced by CHUBB, with hard-wired Smoke Detection/Alarm 
throughout. / An amplified sound system fitted throughout, with several wall mounted sound 
control panels. / Smart controlled Underfloor heating to the kitchen / Remote operated ‘Bell’ 
fireplace / Velux fold out balcony windows. / The first floor is constructed from concrete block and 
beam (not timber joists) thus providing a high level of soundproofing.

£600,000 

EPC = TBC
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Gower Road, Sketty Cwrt Ty Gwyn, Llangennech

Eaton Crescent, Swansea Llannant Road, Gorseinon Woodlands Avenue, Clydach

EPC =  E EPC =  B

EPC = TBC EPC = C EPC = C

£900,000  £625,000 

 £425,000  £400,000  £380,000

• Impressive seven bedroom detached family home
• Grand entrance hall with imposing U-shaped staircase
• Four reception rooms
• Private driveway and detached garage
• Elevated sea views
• Mature front and rear gardens

• Immaculate five bedroom detached house 
• Three reception rooms 
• Kitchen/breakfast room 
• Principal bedroom with luxury ensuite 
• Four further bedrooms two bath/shower rooms 
• Gated entrance
• Detached double garage

• Seven bedroom end of terrace 
• Over three floors 
• Generous reception rooms 
• Original features 
• Enclosed rear garden 
• Close proximity to local amenities

• Impressive Family residence 
• Viewing is highly recommended 
• Spacious modern living accommodation 
• Large enclosed rear garden 
• Rural and coastal views to rear

• Six bedroom detached property 
• Open plan kitchen diner 
• Ensuite to master bedroom 
• Integral and detached garages 
• No chain

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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 Panthowell Ddu Road, Briton Ferry Highbury, Llangennith

Cwmdonkin Terrace, Uplands Derwen Fawr Road, Sketty Rioja, Langdon Road

EPC = D EPC = E 

EPC = F EPC = D EPC = TBC

 £550,000  £550,000 

 £400,000  £399,995  £385,000 

• 5 Bed detached georgian property 
• Separate self-contained annex 
• Stunning countryside views to the rear 
• Good access to M4 motorway 
• No ongoing chain
• Gas central heating 
• Double glazing

• Four bedroom detached property
• Self contained annex 
• Sea views over Llangennith beach and Rhossili down 
• Situated in over three acre plot 
• Off road parking 
• Versatile accommodation 
• Business opportunities (subject to relevant permissions)

• Five bedroom end of terrace 
• Sea views 
• Neighbours Cwmdonkin park 
• Four reception rooms 
• Family bathroom shower room 
• Gated private drive 
• Council tax band E

• Ideal detached family home 
• Four bedrooms, two ensuite 
• Modern kitchen 
• Desirable residential area 
• Off road parking 
• Conservatory

• Private roof top terrace 
• Open plan kitchen/dining/lounge 
• Four double bedrooms
• Two with ensuite 
• Sun lounge 
• Integral Garage 
• SA1 location

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Rose Villas, Skewen Sawel Court, Hendy

Graigola Road, Glais Brombill Barns, Margam Gower Road, Sketty

EPC =  C EPC =  TBC

EPC = E EPC = D EPC = EXEMPT

 £500,000  £475,000 

£375,000  £369,000  £394,995 

• Five bedroom detached property
• Four reception rooms
• Landscaped gardens with hot tub
• No chain
• Underfloor heating to the ground floor
• Integral garage with electric door
• Stunning panoramic views

• Five bedroom detached 
• Indoor heated swimming pool 
• Large family kitchen 
• Generous plot 
• Triple garage and converted workshop 
• Easy access to M4 and major link roads

• Four bedroom dormer bungalow 
• Front and rear gardens 
• Detached garage 
• Elevated views

• Immaculate barn conversion 
• Four bedrooms 
• Bespoke kitchen 
• Two reception rooms 
• Utility with shower 
• Ample off road parking 
• Select development

• Modern and contemporary development 
• Four bedroom striking property
• Open plan dining/kitchen with integrated 

appliances 
• Separate family room 
• Downstairs cloakroom
• Master bedroom with ensuite & walk-in 

wardrobes
• Ten year New Home warranty
• Other house types available at  

varying prices

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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Pitton Moor Cottage, Pitton Brookfield, Llangyfelach

Coed Glas, Hendy Woodland Road, Glyncorrwg Graig Road, Trebanos

EPC = E EPC = F 

EPC = TBC EPC = TBC EPC = E

 £450,000  £425,000 

 From £350,000  £600,000  £350,000

• Three double bedroom former farmhouse 
• One bedroom self contained annex 
• South Gower Peninsular with countryside views 
• Generous sun filled gardens 
• Gated access onto block paved drive 
• Potential for B+B (subject to any consents required)

• Four bedroom detached house 
• Set in over an acre with paddock 
• Attached garage and outbuildings 
• Excellent commuting links 
• Within close proximity of Morriston hospital and comprehensive school

• Executive development of a selection of  
four, five, & six bedroom homes

• Energy efficient 
• CRL Warranty 
• Garage 
• Detached 
• Master bedroom with ensuite 
• Unique Design

• Detached property
• Four double bedrooms
• Family bathroom & two ensuite
• Indoor heated swimming pool
• Very spacious living
• Spectacular views

• Detached three bed (potential for a fourth) 
• Character property
• Local amenities nearby 
• Four reception rooms 
• Beautiful gardens
• Four piece bathroom suite 
• Two kitchens

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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EPC = E St Catwg Walk, Mayals Ten Acre Wood, Margam

Lon Cedwyn, Sketty Yr Hafan, Swansea Saron Close, Gorseinon

EPC = C 

EPC = D EPC = B EPC = C

 £450,000  £575,000 

 £350,000 £390,000 £365,000

• Detached property in sought after location 
• Versatile accommodation 
• Enclosed rear gardens 
• Driveway and integral garage 
• Bishopston and Olchfa School catchment
• Neighbouring Clyne Gardens 
• Good access to City Centre and Mumbles

• Picturesque location surrounding views 
• Adjacent to Margam Country Park 
• Bespoke four bedroom detached home 
• Landscaped gardens 
• Spacious garage 
• Flexible accommodation over three levels

• Four/five bedroom detached property
• Sea views
• Modernised throughout by current owners 
• Contemporary fitted kitchen 
• Loft conversion with sea views 
• Off road parking to rear
• Detached garage

• Four storey town house
• Five bedrooms
• Open plan lounge/ kitchen
• Two ensuites & family bathroom
• Garage
• Superb views
• Waterside location

• Six bedroom detached 
• En suite to master
• Sought after location
• Remote operated gated drive
• Detached garage
• ADT alarm system

Delivering a distinctive service 
for distinctive homes
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If you would like to discuss our services further, or would like to arrange a free, no obligation 
market appraisal then please email distinctive@pablack.co.uk or call 0845 3402911

Keep an eye out for our Christmas 
boards around South Wales

Albany Road 
02920 462 246  

Barry 
01446 733 224  

Blackwood 
01495 231 199

Bridgend 

01656 657 201  
Caerphilly  

02920 867 611  
Canton 

02920 397 171
Chepstow 

01291 630 876  
Cowbridge 

01446 772 857 

Dinas Powys 

02920 513 151
Gorseinon 

01792 894 422  
Heath 

02920 231 670  
Llanishen 

02920 618 552  
Monmouth 

01600 714 355
Morriston

01792 798 201
Neath 

01639 635 115 
Newport 

01633 221 892  
Penarth 

02920 703 799

Pontypridd

  01443 485600
Porthcawl 

01656 771 600  
Rumney 

02920 792 888  
Swansea 

01792 641 481 
Swansea Marina

01792 463 780 
Talbot Green 

01443 222 851
Victoria Park 

02920 397 077  
Whitchurch 

02920 612 328
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