County Towns
Guide

County towns
prove a popular
choice for growing
families in the UK

Growth in guide prices for family
homes is more than seven times
the national average in key regional
centres, according to new research
for upmarket national estate agents
Jackson-Stops & Staff, with 44
offices nationwide.
According to the report, which analyses growth in guide
prices in England’s traditional county towns, Warwick
displayed the highest growth for five plus bedroom homes
in the past 12 months with cities including Hertford, Bristol,
Gloucester, Chelmsford, Shrewsbury and Chester also in
the top ten. Average growth for the top ten markets in five
bedroom homes was 27.68 per cent. All price data was based
on average asking prices.

In Warwick, guide prices for five bedroom family
homes rose from £519,129 to £799,777 in the past
12 months with average asking prices for properties
in Hertford, Bristol and Gloucester showing 33.8 per
cent, 33.6 per cent, 33.6 per cent and 29.6 per cent
growth respectively. These towns highlight a strong
geographical spread across the UK and show the
strength of the town market away from London and
the Home Counties.
However, when analysing guide prices, the commuter
hubs continue to out-perform the rest of the country.
Brentford, Guildford and Cambridge are the most
expensive county towns in the country across all
property types with average asking prices currently in
excess of £600,000.
Of all 41 county towns analysed just 11 reported
guide price deflation in the past 12 months, four of
which was 0.7 per cent or less, further highlighting

the appeal of these regional hubs. With the majority of
county towns recording above average growth it is hoped that
this will have a ripple effect to the rest of the region.
Offering a huge variety of amenities, cultural activities as
well as the best services and infrastructure, county towns are
popular choices amongst property buyers, particularly those
with children looking for large family homes. As the second
generation become more independent and want to socialise
with their friends, parents are increasingly looking for a home
within a regional centre in order to satisfy their offspring’s
demand to be more self-sufficient. In regions outside of
the London catchment, county towns provide the perfect
compromise.
Nicholas Leeming, Chairman of Jackson-Stops & Staff
comments: “County towns have for centuries formed a
central hub for the communities in the surrounding smaller
towns and hamlets. As such, these regional centres typically
benefit from excellent transport links and continue to

offer the best infrastructure, schools, services and a
variety of amenities making them a popular choice
for property buyers. Offering the ideal compromise
between rural tranquillity and easy access to the area’s
best cultural hotspots, these centres provide a great
environment in which to live away from London
and the commuter belt. However the rate of growth
in guide prices in some areas is not always matched
by the eventual sale price agreed and may indicate a
divergence between what vendors expect to achieve
and the price that buyers are prepared to pay”
Jackson-Stops & Staff has more than a century of
experience in the prime property market throughout
the UK with offices in country towns across the
country, including Exeter, Chester, Truro, Dorchester,
Chelmsford, Winchester, Norwich, Northampton,
Taunton, Ipswich, York and Chichester.

Chester

A perfect blend of sophistication
and genuine rurality, Chester offers
everything the discerning buyer
could wish for.
Convenient for both Manchester and Liverpool yet
surrounded by private estates and picturesque villages;
Chester itself is one of England’s most attractive and historic
cathedral cities.
It boasts one of the best preserved city walls in Britain as well
as the distinctive Rows on the main shopping street. Good
independent schools include The King’s School, one of the
original seven schools established by Henry VIII, alongside
The Queen’s School. There is also a good strong state offering
including Bishops’ Blue Coat C of E, Queens Park High
School and Upton-by-Chester High School.

Expert View
Stephen Cheshire comments: “The appeal of county
towns is in the combination of history, which brings
with it older buildings and interesting architecture,
with the best regional infrastructure. As county towns
have invariably been around for some time, you are
more likely to find a good range of cultural amenities,
top schools, shops and museums. In Chester we
have excellent road communications with the A55
straight into Wales and the M53 and the M56 to the
east serving Liverpool and Manchester, both with
international airports.”
Netherleigh House is a Grade-II listed seven
bedroom Georgian residence within walking distance
of the city centre. On the market for £1,000,000 with
Jackson-Stops & Staff, Chester
Chester office - 01244 328361
chester@jackson-stops.co.uk

Truro

Truro is the main focus for families
moving to Cornwall as the schools
here are of a high quality.
Truro School, Truro High School and Polwhele House School
are all extremely popular and improvements in transport
links have made access considerably easier with the upgraded
A30 providing quick access to the M5 at Exeter. The city is
known for its quaint cobbled streets and classic Georgian
architecture with the cathedral offering a striking focal point.

Expert View
Nigel Stubbs comments: “Truro as a city is very pleasant
and compact. Easy to navigate, you can walk from one end
to the other in just ten minutes and all of the shops are very

central, which is a huge asset. Truro school has a
very good reputation, which is a big draw for family
buyers, and being the administrative centre for the
county means it attracts a huge level of business. The
mainline station is another important factor, as well as
the ever improving A30, which is only five miles away.
In addition to all this you have the coast on your
doorstep making it a very sought after destination.”
Frere House is a substantial six bedroom former
vicarage dating from 19th century, occupying a
secluded but highly convenient position in a much
favoured parish on the edge of the city. On the market
for £1,500,000 with Jackson-Stops & Staff, Truro
Truro office - 01872 261160
truro@jackson-stops.co.uk

Exeter

The historic city of Exeter is now
very much on the map having
been the focus of a huge level of
investment in recent years, with
more to come.
The popular University of Exeter has a fantastic reputation
and has made the city a popular destination. The quaint
cobbled streets around the picturesque cathedral are
juxtaposed by the regenerated Princesshay area, which lies
adjacent to the cathedral centre. These striking contemporary
buildings are playing host to a number of new restaurants
and shops, whose arrival is heralding the area as
a cosmopolitan hub.

Expert View
Edward Tallack comments: “Exeter is a wonderful
example of a developing county town. It’s not so big
that one can feel intimated or lost yet from the centre
it is no more than twenty minutes before you are in
the countryside. Add another ten minutes and you can
be enjoying the best of saddles or sails on the Devon
coastline to the south or The Dartmoor National Park to
the west. Exeter itself offers comprehensive shopping,
educational and recreational facilities making it a “one
stop shop,” popular with buyers with children who
want to socialise and are becoming more independent.”
The Barrington is a five bedroom family home within
Exeter’s new Holland Park eco-development. On the
market for £1,095,000 with Jackson-Stops & Staff, Exeter
Exeter office - 01392 214222
exeter@jackson-stops.co.uk

Dorchester

An historic market town, Dorchester
lies on the banks of the River Frome
and dates back to Roman times.
Home and inspiration to the author, Thomas Hardy,
this county town is surrounded by stunning countryside
and a dramatic coastline, appearing in Hardy’s novels as
Casterbridge. The town, liveliest on Wednesday - market
day - has a pleasant central core of mostly 17th century
and Georgian buildings as well as a vibrant high street with
over 400 shops and businesses. The best schools include
The Thomas Hardye School and The Dorchester
Middle School.

Expert View
Ashley Rawlings comments: “Dorchester is
not the largest town in Dorset but has changed
significantly over the last few years. Recent
developments such as the new Brewery Square and
Poundbury, the brainchild of HRH The Prince of
Wales, have not only created more homes for people
but have also been the source of more facilities, such
as restaurants, shops and a new cinema. This has
made Dorchester a far buzzier destination and has
helped put it on the map.”
The Stables is a converted Edwardian stable building
just a short distance from the town centre. On the
market for £385,000 with Jackson-Stops & Staff,
Dorchester
Dorchester office - 01305 262123
dorchester@jackson-stops.co.uk

Chelmsford

Just over 30 miles from London,
Chelmsford is in the heart of
the commuter belt with London
Liverpool Street just a 35 minute
train ride away and Stratford a mere
30 minutes away.
The area is renowned for its superb schools, making it a
prime focus for families. Leading private schools include
Brentwood School and Felsted School, whereas Chelmsford
King Edward VI Grammar School, New Hall School and
Chelmsford High School for Girls are consistently star
performers in the state sector. Chelmsford in one of the more
popular shopping destinations in the East of England with
a variety of high street and independent retailers,
restaurants and bars.

Expert View
Schuyler Pratt comments: “The attractions of living in the
county town are multi-various meaning they will always
be a popular location in which to live. It is invariably the
centre of the county’s administrative and cultural activities
– Chelmsford has excellent shopping facilities, is home
to Essex County Cricket Club as well as Chelmsford City
Racecourse and has a range of private and public golf
courses. There is a huge range of property stock suitable for
the whole buyer spectrum, and living within the town itself
means residents benefit from being within easy reach of all
amenities via the Park and Ride schemes.”
Little Sir Hughes is a handsome Grade-II listed five
bedroom family house situated within five miles of the
centre of Chelmsford. On the market for £1,325,000
with Jackson-Stops & Staff, Chelmsford
Chelmsford office - 01245 467468
chelmsford@jackson-stops.co.uk

Winchester

Winchester is one of England’s
most ancient cities and the centre
retains numerous medieval streets
clustered around the vast cathedral.
Properties range from elegant townhouses, mainly Georgian
and Victorian, to detatched family houses and modern
developments, making it as diverse as it is desirable. Today,
the city has a vibrant centre with a varied cultural scene
surrounded by stunning scenery. The nearby New Forest
is perfect for walking, riding and cycling whilst Lymington
and Cowes are major sailing centres. Schooling is one of
the principal reasons families look to buy in Winchester –
Winchester College is one of the world’s most recognised
schools but others include St Swithin’s School for Girls,
Farleigh School and Bedales.

Expert View
Philip Blanchard comments: “The charm of
Winchester lies in its size because despite the fact it is
a city, it is the size of town which creates a small safe
environment with everything in one place, something
that is hugely appealing to buyers. Housing stock here
is in limited supply, making it all the more desirable
and the schools and transport links are exceptional.
A high proportion commute to London via the train
but the M3 also provides direct access to other large
conurbations including Portsmouth and Southampton.”
26 St. Swithun’s Street is an important Grade-II*
listed house, prominently situated in the old part
of the city, near the cathedral and within walking
distance of the High Street. On the market for
£1.65million with Jackson-Stops & Staff, Winchester
Winchester office - 01962 844299
winchester@jackson-stops.co.uk

Norwich

As the ‘capital’ of East Anglia,
Norwich is a hub of history, culture
and communication.
It is famous for its vast number of medieval buildings,
including the magnificent cathedral, numerous churches and
the Norman castle.
The excellent shopping ranges from the ancient city-centre
market to the Art Nouveau Royal Arcade to a clutch of quaint
independent boutiques in the Norwich Lanes, and the town
has a good selection of handsome villas and townhouses. The
city is home to one of the oldest schools in the world – the
renowned Norwich School – located in the Cathedral Close
but other top independent schools include Gresham’s School
and Norwich High School for Girls.

Expert View
Nigel Steele comments: “Norwich is a fine city
and it is the regional centre for the majority of East
Anglia. As such, it benefits from the best amenities
and services in the region whilst offering the cheapest
properties this distance from London. The city is
renowned for shopping and cultural facilities; it has
an excellent university, several business parks, a
university teaching hospital, a premier league football
team, an expanding airport as well as a wonderful
coastline and the Norfolk Broads on its doorstep.”
1 The Homestead is a spacious four bedroom
Grade-II listed house, forming part of an original
hospital building. On the market for £540,000 with
Jackson-Stops & Staff, Norwich
Norwich office - 01603 612333
norwich@jackson-stops.co.uk

Northampton

Northamptonshire has been
described as one of Britain’s ‘best
kept secrets,’ surrounded by unspoilt
villages and rolling countryside.
Access to London and Birmingham is rapid via the M1
motorway or by the high speed commuter trains and the
town continues to develop as one of the prime business
and distribution centres of the country. The new university
campus is currently being built and is due to complete in
2018, bringing new life and vibrancy to the town centre.

Expert View
Richard Jones comments: “Northampton is a town
that is slowly taking shape with modern infrastructure
and development breathing new life into the centre.
The station has recently been refurbished, with trains
to Euston in 50 minutes, and there is a brand new bus
station as well. The new central university campus,
which will be within half a mile of the town, will also
continue to build on this new sense of vibrancy.”
Edenhurst is a substantial detached house, dating
back to the early 1900s and situated on a sought
after private road. On the market for £975,000 with
Jackon-Stops & Staff, Northampton
Northampton office - 01604 632991
northampton@jackson-stops.co.uk

Taunton

Famous for its cider making,
Taunton is the vibrant county
town of Somerset, characterised by
picturesque streets lined with many
fine houses and buildings.
It benefits from a huge selection of property types from
terraced houses to chocolate box cottages and has a large
selection of shops and restaurants as well a number of
beautiful public parks. Top schools include Taunton School,
Queen’s College and King’s College.

Expert View
Brian Bishop comments: “Taunton is a classic
example of a county town that is also a very good
place to come and live. There has been a recent
upturn in commerce with restaurants and shops
springing up and making it more established and
desirable. Furthermore, it is situated in the middle of
three ranges of hills – The Blackdowns, The Brendons
and The Quantocks – as well as being a stone’s throw
from Exmoor. The surrounding scenery is therefore
stunning, offering a very pleasant way of life.”
70 Wellington Road is a handsome period property
within walking distance of the town centre, including
a one bedroom annexe cottage in addition to a
further two bedroom separate unit. On the market for
£695,000 with Jackson-Stops & Staff, Taunton
Taunton office - 01823 325144
taunton@jackson-stops.co.uk

Ipswich

Ipswich itself is somewhat underappreciated, especially when it
comes to property.
The town boasts some very fine enclaves which offer a superb
array of houses from handsome Victorian villas to spacious
post-war family homes yet it is surrounded by stunning
countryside and has a chic coastline. Ipswich itself is very
commutable from London, taking just over an hour on the
train to Liverpool Street, and there are a selection of top
independent schools including Ipswich High School for Girls,
The Royal Hospital School and Ipswich School.

county town in which to live. Christchurch Park is lovely
and sits in the heart of the town. Large three or four storey
townhouses here sell very well, usually going for between
£750,000 and £1million, representing excellent value for
money when compared with a similar setting in London.
Ipswich is just over an hour from London on the train and
is well placed with access to the A12 and A14. There is also
the very smart docklands area, dubbed the St Katherine’s
Docks of the east. This has undergone significant
redevelopment in recent years and there is now a plethora
of smart restaurants, shops, bars and hotels springing up.”

Expert View

Linden House is a four bedroom home that benefits from
handsome Georgian style architecture and is situated in a
prominent position within the secure and private setting
of Broke Hall Park. On the market for £1,250,000 with
Jackson-Stops & Staff, Ipswich

Tim Dansie comments: “There are several elements, unique
to Ipswich, that are fabulous and make it a very appealing

Ipswich office - 01473 218218
ipswich@jackson-stops.co.uk

York

York is conveniently located in the
centre of the UK, just two hours
from both London and Edinburgh
by train.
Rich in ancient history, culture and surrounded by
stunning countryside, including the North York Moors and
the dramatic shoreline of the east coast, York is popular
amongst property buyers looking for a vibrant centre
surrounded by picturesque countryside.

Expert View
Nick Talbot comments: “York is one of the UK’s smallest
cities, contained by the ancient city walls but despite that
it has a very cosmopolitan feel, fuelled by the tourists that
flock to the city to see the ancient Minster. As such, there

is a huge amount of cultural activities including
theatres, restaurants and artisan shops as well as a
pub for a every day of the year! It is this cultural and
historic centre where the most sought after properties
can be found. Bootham and The Mount and the
roads leading of these areas are particularly popular.
However, there is also some significant regeneration
occurring on brownfield sites in and around the city,
notably a crescent of townhouses sold off by the
local authority which is being transformed into smart
townhouses.”
43 St. Andrewgate is a smartly presented first floor
apartment, forming part of a popular development
with commanding views of York Minster. On the
market for £275,000 with Jackson-Stops & Staff, York
York office - 01904 625033
york@jackson-stops.co.uk

Chichester

Chichester is the only city in West
Sussex and has a long history as a
settlement from Roman times.
It is renowned for being a centre of culture for the county,
with a thriving theatre, museum, art galleries, stylish
restaurants and contemporary cafés.
It perfectly blends old and new and is rich in history and
heritage. Chichester Harbour provides wonderful sailing
opportunities whilst the nearby South Downs provides
stunning natural scenery.

Expert View
Mark Astley comments: “Chichester is one of the prettiest
city centres around because of the stunning Georgian
townhouses and the integration of the Cathedral into the city.

The superb pedestrianised shopping area has given
the city a real buzz and there are some fantastic shops,
bars and restaurants that create a welcoming, friendly
and intimate atmosphere – unusual for a city centre.
Chichester also benefits from an unparalleled location;
the harbour, beach and South Downs are all on the
doorstep in addition to the Festival Theatre and the
Pallant House Gallery – currently home to some of the
most significant modern art in the country.”
47 West Street is situated at the very heart of the city,
within yards of the cathedral. This townhouse offers
4,700 square feet of accommodation and a pretty
south facing garden. On the market for £1,750,000
with Jackson-Stops & Staff, Chichester
Chichester office - 01243 786316
chichester@jackson-stops.co.uk

Country House & Estates
Country Houses
020 7664 6646
london@jackson-stops.co.uk
Farms & Estates
020 7664 6646
london@jackson-stops.co.uk
Historic Houses
020 7664 6646
london@jackson-stops.co.uk
Professional Services Department
020 7664 6646
london@jackson-stops.co.uk

For expert advice on moving in
2016, the directors and staff at
Jackson-Stops & Staff combine
a first-class understanding
of residential property with
the very highest standards of
service for clients.

London Period Houses
020 7664 6646
london@jackson-stops.co.uk

East Anglia

South East

Burnham Market
01328 801333
burnhammarket@jackson-stops.co.uk

Arundel
01903 885886
arundel@jackson-stops.co.uk

North West & North Wales

Bury St Edmunds
01284 700535
burystedmunds@jackson-stops.co.uk

Canterbury
01227 781600
canterbury@jackson-stops.co.uk

Chelmsford
01245 467468
chelmsford@jackson-stops.co.uk

Chichester
01243 786316
chichester@jackson-stops.co.uk

Ipswich
01473 218218
ipswich@jackson-stops.co.uk

Cranbrook
01580 720000
cranbrook@jackson-stops.co.uk

Newmarket
01638 662231
newmarket@jackson-stops.co.uk

Dorking
01306 887560
dorking@jackson-stops.co.uk

Norwich
01603 612333
norwich@jackson-stops.co.uk

Goring-on-Thames
01491 871111
goring@jackson-stops.co.uk

West Country

Midhurst
01730 812357
midhurst@jackson-stops.co.uk

Chester
01244 328361
chester@jackson-stops.co.uk
Hale
0161 928 8881
hale@jackson-stops.co.uk
Wilmslow
01625 540340
wilmslow@jackson-stops.co.uk

London Residential
Chelsea
020 7581 5881
chelsea@jackson-stops.co.uk
Holland Park
020 7727 5111
holland.park@jackson-stops.co.uk
Mayfair
020 7664 6644
mayfair@jackson-stops.co.uk
Pimlico, Westminster & St James
020 7828 4050
pimlico@jackson-stops.co.uk
Richmond
020 8940 6789
richmond@jackson-stops.co.uk
Teddington
020 8943 9777
teddington@jackson-stops.co.uk
Weybridge
01932 821160 weybridge@jacksonstops.co.uk
Wimbledon
020 8879 6699 wimbledon@jacksonstops.co.uk
Short Lets
020 7664 6644
shortlets@jackson-stops.com
Residential Development
020 7664 6649
benbabington@jackson-stops.com

Yorkshire & North East
York
01904 625033
york@jackson-stops.co.uk

Central
Northampton
01604 632991
northampton@jackson-stops.co.uk
Woburn
01525 290641
woburn@jackson-stops.co.uk

Cotswolds, Midlands &
Oxfordshire
Burford
01993 822661
burford@jackson-stops.co.uk
Chipping Campden
01386 840224
campden@jackson-stops.co.uk
Cirencester
01285 653334
cirencester@jackson-stops.co.uk

Barnstaple
01271 325153
northdevon@jackson-stops.co.uk
Bridport
01308 423133
bridport@jackson-stops.co.uk
Dorchester
01305 262123
dorchester@jackson-stops.co.uk
Exeter
01392 214222
exeter@jackson-stops.co.uk
Shaftesbury
01747 850858
shaftesbury@jackson-stops.co.uk
Sherborne
01935 810141
sherborne@jackson-stops.co.uk
Taunton
01823 325144
taunton@jackson-stops.co.uk
Truro
01872 261160
truro@jackson-stops.co.uk

Newbury
01635 45501
newbury@jackson-stops.co.uk
Oxted
01883 712375
oxted@jackson-stops.co.uk
Sevenoaks
01732 740600
sevenoaks@jackson-stops.co.uk
Tunbridge Wells
01892 521700
tunwells@jackson-stops.co.uk
Weybridge
01932 821160
weybridge@jackson-stops.co.uk
Winchester
01962 844299
winchester@jackson-stops.co.uk

International property
+44 (0)207 828 7387
international@jackson-stops.co.uk

