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Welcome...
to another edition of PROPERTY NEWS and I hope
you like the ‘new look’ magazine.

We are continually striving to enhance the
saleability of our clients properties and PROPERTY
NEWS is a unique magazine distributed to over
30,000 homes in Brent every few months from
Kensal Rise to Kingsbury. It has been proved that a
majority of house buyers come  from within the
local community in which they currently live
perhaps with parents or in rented accommodation
and although big portals such as Zoopla and
Rightmove are the most recognised place for
house hunting having your property in PROPERTY
NEWS not only increases the chances of selling
your property but is likely to attract the type of local
buyer you require and whenever we distribute the
magazine we immediately notice an improvement
in the number of houses we sell. The ‘new look’
magazine not only features local properties for sale
but also interesting property and lifestyle articles.

As we come to the end of 2015 and we reflect on
the market over the year, it is clear that house prices
have increased by up to 10% during the year. In my
opinion the market was not as hot this year as it
was in 2014 and this was evidenced by a lack of
Open Days. In my experience they work well when
house prices are rising and there is a shortage of
properties for sale (as we saw in 2014) because
having a number of viewers through your door 
on the same day encourages a competitive
environment and we sold several properties in
2014 for more than the asking price as a direct

result. We have found this year that they have been
less successful as buyer attendance levels have
been lower and could have probably been covered
in normal viewing arrangements. The negative side
of Open Days is that they require planning in
advance and if you wish to sell your property
speedily (perhaps because you have found another
property to buy or you have just lost your buyer)
waiting two weeks to have one may mean that you
loose a serious buyer who otherwise would have
viewed your property during the run up to the
Open Day. My advice is to have one but still allow
hot buyers to view the property prior to the day so
you do not miss losing a sale.

As we move into 2016 it appears that interest rates
are likely to remain low in the short term and
therefore borrowing money is still economical
(compared to yesteryear) and I guess this will
continue to drive the market. The ‘buy to let’ market
has also been buoyant this year and rents have
increased during 2015. Landlords yields have
decreased mainly due to capital values increasing
at a faster rate than rents have and a typical
expected gross yield is now somewhere in the
region of 5% excluding capital value increases and
some investors are accepting even lower yields on
properties in a desirable road where higher capital
appreciation is likely. Recent research has shown
the ratio of ‘buy to let’ purchasers to homeowners
in the local area is some 65% / 35% which is quite
a statistic and just shows how many people are
investing in property locally.

Certain types of property seem to be increasing in
value quicker than others due to higher demand
from buyers and a typical example is the terrace red
brick houses in roads such as Ellesmere Road,

Hamilton Road and Mulgrave Road where typical
unextended modernised three bedroom houses
are not far short of £850,000, which is considerably
more than typical 1930s built three bedroom semi
detached houses in a similar location and this is
partly due to the fact that a smaller number of
these red brick houses were built and also due to
buyers wanting character houses with higher
ceilings and original features and if you own one of
these red brick houses and you wish to sell please
telephone me in confidence on 020 8450 1633 as 
I have several serious buyers looking for this type
of property. 

I hope that you will be able to make use of our 
2016 calendar located on page 18 which can be
pulled out and pinned on your wall separately with
our compliments.

Finally, all that is left for me to do is to wish all my
past, present and future clients a Merry Christmas
and a prosperous 2016 and don’t forget we are not
known as housesold name for no reason. 

John S Hooper, FNAEA

Front cover image: Wilmore Extending Dining Table £699; Tall Mercury Glass Bon Bon Jar £55; Short Pillar Candleholder £19.50; Hammered Metal Pillar Candleholders £19.50 (each); Conran Glass Cloche £25;
Sommelier Champagne Glasses £29.40 (4 pk); Soho Hi Ball Glasses £25 (2 pk); Stag Connoisseur Crackers £29.50; Pure Coupe Cereal Bowl £4; Nordic Smoke Dinner Plate £12.50; Nordic Smoke Side Plate £5;
Cheese Plate £19.50 (4 pk); Tealight Holder £6; Beaded Placemat £9.50; Hexagonal Placemat £9.50; Silver Glass Snowflake £15; Nordic Sparkle Decoration £5; Clear Glass Twist Decoration £4; Silver Glitter Filled
Drop £3.50; White Ice Bauble £3; Green Spun Glass Bauble £5; Silver Glass Pinecone £3.50; Silver Hanging Star £15; Paper Snowflake £8 - All via Marks and Spencer - www.marksandspencer.com. Published by
TBC Publishing Limited, Telephone: 01763 810042. ©TBC Publishing 2016. All rights reserved. Reproduction is forbidden except by express permission of the Publishers. The content of this magazine is believed
to be correct but its accuracy is not guaranteed and it does not form part of any offer or contract. TBC Publishing Limited cannot accept responsibility for any omissions or errors. 

020 8450 1633  |  www.hoopersestateagents.co.uk



Property News | 5

hoopersestateagents.co.uk | 020 8450 1633

4 | Property News

Parkside  Dollis Hill | NW2 £1,025,000 Freehold

A rare opportunity to purchase a magnificent detached 4 bedroom family house in this premier road off Dollis Hill Lane opposite 
Gladstone Park.
• Panoramic views from the front of the property over Gladstone Park • Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • 4 good sized bedrooms • Bathroom/WC
to ground floor • Shower room/WC to first floor • Fully fitted kitchen/diner extension • Conservatory • Additional TV room/family room • The nearest stations are
at Neasden or Dollis Hill (Jubilee Line) • This property must be viewed to appreciate it’s finer features • Total area: 1,956 sq ft (181.7 sq m).

Oxgate Gardens  NW2 £999,950 Freehold

An amazing spacious recently renovated quality house which has to be seen to be appreciated, and situated in this very desirable road parallel
to Dollis Hill Lane and spanning some 2,103 sq ft.
• 6 bedrooms • 3 bathrooms • Stunning kitchen/diner with huge ‘WOW’ factor and bi-folding doors leading on to garden • Utility room • Spacious lounge 
• Off street parking for several vehicles • Planning permission granted for extra room over garage • Gas central heating • New tiled roof • Double glazed
windows • South facing rear garden with lawn and patio • Chain free sale • Ready to ‘move into’ condition • Alarm system • Local bus services are within a few
yards at the Edgware Road • The nearest stations are Kilburn (Jubilee Line) or Cricklewood (Overground) trains • Total area: 2,103 sq ft (195.4 sq m).
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Neasden was first recorded in 939 AD as Neosdune (the settlement on the
nose shaped hill). Most local land was owned by St Paul’s Cathedral and
there is little recorded information prior to the Roberts family becoming
major land owners in the area during the 15th to 17th centuries and Thomas
Roberts built ‘Neasden House’ (now the site of Clifford Court, Tanfield
Avenue) in the reign of Henry the VIII. 

In the 18th century the Nicoll family replaced the Roberts family as the
dominant local family, and the Nicoll family became owners of ‘Neasden
House’ and much of the land in the area. In 1823 enclosure of Neasden was
completed and it was no more than a hamlet and at the time it was recorded
that there were 6 cottages, 4 larger houses or farms, a public house and a
Smithy all grouped around Neasden Green, (now Neasden roundabout).

Another dwelling was called The Grove which was bought by a London
solicitor named James Hall and its former out building was converted 
into a house which became ‘The Grange’ (now situated in the middle of
Neasden roundabout).

The Welsh Harp Reservoir was completed in 1835 and breached in 1841
with fatalities and flooding of many fields and meadows in the area. In the
early 1850’s the population was approximately 110 people and as horses
were the main form of transport in London during this period, Neasden
became famous for breeding horses for use in the City.

The recognization of Neasden began with the arrival of the railways in the
late 19th century with Dudding Hill station being the first in Neasden
situated close to the junction of Dudden Hill Lane with Burnley Road and
this line still runs through Gladstone Park. Neasden station was opened in
1880 and at this time estates of houses were built by the railways for their
workers known as the Neasden Village Development of Quainton Street,
Verney Street and later Aylesbury Street and the Gresham Road/Woodheyes
Road development and rivalry between the two railway estates was strong
with a football match being played every year between the residents of the
two estates.

During these years the most popular social venue was the Spotted Dog pub
originally constructed in the eighteenth century at Dog Lane and rebuilt in
1930 and eventually demolished in 1998 to make way for Baskerville
Gardens flats. Housing in Neasden was mainly constructed during the 1920’s

and 1930’s with development of farmland, and in 1935 the famous Ritz
cinema was opened to much acclaim and the surrounding Neasden
shopping parade opened in 1936 and was considered state of the art at the
time. Most of Neasden’s large older houses were subsequently demolished
except for ‘The Grange’.

The Post Office research station was developed in Brook Road (now
Chartwell Court flats) and the first Colossus computers were situated here
in 1943 with Churchill’s war time cabinet rooms being constructed in 1939
below the research station.

Due to the advent of the motor car and its rapidly expanding popularity,
Neasden became a centre of congestion in the 1960’s and early 1970’s
necessitating the building of the ‘Neasden underpass’ which effectively cut
Neasden in half with disastrous effects on the retail shopping centre which
declined rapidly. However the close proximity of Neasden to Central London
and arguably being the first stop on the Jubilee Line coming out of London
where house prices are affordable for ‘Mr & Mrs Normal’, Neasden has stayed
afloat despite the social satire of the infamous magazine ‘Private Eye’ which
did much in the 1960’s and 1970’s to typify Neasden as the “end of the earth”. 

Many celebrities grew up and lived in Neasden, with notable Neasdonians
being Gerry Anderson (Director and Producer of Thunderbirds) Twiggy (the
famous model), Mari Wilson (popular soul singer), Vinney Feeney (Boxer),
and Ginger Baker (drummer and musician, who lived in Braemar Avenue for
a while). Neasden has had its share of notoriety via Graham Young (the
infamous teacup poisoner serial killer) and John McVicar (famous writer and
former villain) whose mother lived in Homestead Park.

Do you know
where you live?

Neasden Lane from Blackbird Cross, circa 1930

Dudding Hill Lane, circa 1910

Burnley Road, Dollis Hill, circa 1925

Property News | 7



Fleetwood Road  NW10

£899,950 Freehold

A quality (must be viewed) extended Edwardian centre
terrace house on the sought after Dollis Hill estate.
• Gas central heating • Original features including fire places 
• Spacious kitchen/diner extension • South facing 40ft approx rear
garden • Chain free sale • Boarded loft with velux window • The
property is located within a few hundred yards of Gladstone Park,
Dollis Hill (Jubilee Line) tube station and local bus services • Total
area: 1,222 sq ft (113.5 sq m).

Mulgrave Road  NW10

£859,950 Freehold

A magnificent refurbished end terrace Edwardian built
house in this no through residential road forming a crescent
with Normanby Road and offered for sale chain free.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • South facing
rear garden • Re-fitted kitchen/diner • Strip wood flooring to
most rooms • Ground floor guest cloakroom • Views of Gladstone
Park from the front of the house • Nearest stations are Dollis Hill
and Neasden (Jubilee Line) • Total area: 946 sq ft (87.9 sq m).

Dollis Hill Lane  NW2

£850,000 Freehold

A unusual semi detached 4 bedroom well presented
corner house situated in sought after Dollis Hill Lane.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • Garage to
rear of property • TV room • Spacious bathroom to first floor
and ground floor shower room/WC • 2 additional reception
rooms • Spacious kitchen • The property is located within a
few hundred yards of the Edgware Road (A5) bus services and
local shops • Total area: 1,432 sq ft (133 sq m).

Park View Road  NW10

£799,950 Freehold

A spacious linked semi-detached 4 bedroom house in this
sought after residential road off Dollis Hill Lane.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • 4 bedrooms and
bathroom to first floor • 2 reception rooms, kitchen and guest
WC to ground floor • The nearest tube stations are Neasden or
Dollis Hill ( Jubilee Line) • The property is located within a few
yards of Gladstone Park • Total floor area: 1,224 sq ft (113.7 sq m).

hoopersestateagents.co.uk | 020 8450 1633
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The perfect
spa escapes

Hand Picked Hotels is a collection of splendid country house
hotels with stunning spas located throughout the UK and
Channel Islands, we take some time out...

Hand Picked Hotels (www.handpickedhotels.co.uk / call
0845 458 0901) is a collection of splendid country house
hotels located throughout the UK and the Channel
Islands. Boasting fascinating histories, many of the
properties were built in the 18th and 19th centuries to
enable their titled owners to entertain guests on a grand
scale - including royalty, prime ministers and film stars.
Today, guests have the chance to experience the
grandeur and indulgence of a country house without the
need to be on an exclusive list.

Amongst the collection of country house hotels, nine
properties feature award-winning spas. Each of the spas
boast an exquisite range of treatments along with the
Hand Picked Classic Spa Break package which is available
from £181 per person. During their spa break, guests will
enjoy two 25 minute treatments with a choice of a back,
neck and shoulder massage, express facial, tired eye
treatment, full body scrub, express manicure or express
pedicure along with lunch, dinner and accommodation
in a Classic single room.

1/ St Pierre Park Hotel, Guernsey
Standing in 45 acres of parklands and alongside a
magnificent lake, St Pierre Park Hotel & Golf Resort is the
perfect Channel Islands getaway for indulgent relaxation.
The spa’s extensive facilities include treatment rooms,
indoor swimming pool, steam room, spa pool, sauna,
relaxation room, gym, three tennis courts, hair salon and
9-hole golf course.

2/ New Hall Hotel & Spa, Birmingham
A sublime sanctuary, tucked away from the stresses of
everyday life, New Hall Hotel & Spa boasts an array of
impressive treatment rooms, an indoor swimming pool,
sauna, steam room, fully equipped gym and tennis court.
The hotel is surrounded by an enchanting lily-field moat
and exudes medieval charm, providing the perfect
weekend getaway destination. 

3/ Brandshatch Place Hotel & Spa, Kent
Set in the beautiful Kent countryside, Brandshatch Place
Hotel & Spa is a tranquil country house dating back to
1806. The exquisite spa offers both individual and group
treatment rooms, for those looking to spend quality time
with friends, along with a beautiful star-lit hydrotherapy
pool, swimming pool, sauna and steam rooms. 

4/ Fawsley Hall Hotel & Spa,
Northamptonshire

Set amid 2,000 acres of rolling parkland in
Northamptonshire’s beautiful countryside, Fawsley Hall
Hotel & Spa provides wonderfully tranquil surroundings
for spa goers to relax into. The health club, which is
flooded with light and boasts delightful exposed
brickwork throughout, includes a 17m swimming pool,
outdoor hydrotherapy pool, treatment and therapy
rooms, sauna, steam room and gym.

1

2

3

4
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5/ Norton House Hotel & Spa, Edinburgh
Built in 1840 and set in 55 acres of grounds, Norton House Hotel & Spa was
always intended as a country retreat and is now home to one of Scotland’s top
spas. The hotel is complimented perfectly by the dramatic glass vernacular of
the spa and health club which benefits from a dedicated relaxation room, 
Rasul, steam room, sauna, indoor swimming pool, hydrotherapy pool and
exercise studio.

6/ L’Horizon Beach Hotel & Spa, Jersey
Located directly on the white sands of St Brelade’s Bay, spa goers at L’Horizon
Beach Hotel & Spa can enjoy beautiful views of the stunning beach and horizon
whilst hopping from pool, to sauna to steam room. Additional facilities include
six treatment rooms, including one double treatment room, a dedicated 

self-contained relaxation area complete with relaxation seating, a sleep room
with five ergonomic beds and two manicure and pedicure stations.

7/ Rookery Hall Hotel & Spa, Cheshire
Dating back to the 19th Century, Rookery Hall Hotel & Spa is surrounded by
picture-perfect grounds which stretch for 38 acres, the ultimate tranquil setting.
Its award-winning spa is housed in a historic stable block and boasts a host of
spa and leisure facilities including a dedicated relaxation room, Rasul, indoor
swimming pool, hydrotherapy pool, steam room, sauna, studio with fitness
classes and a fully equipped gym.

8/ Nutfield Priory Hotel & Spa, Surrey  
Inspired by the Neo-Gothic design of the Palace of Westminster, Nutfield Priory
Hotel & Spa is set in 12 acres high on a green Surrey hillside - the perfect
pampering spot to take in the country air. After taking in the beautiful views,
spa-goers can further unwind by enjoying the tranquil indoor swimming pool,
Jacuzzi, sauna and steam rooms and choose from single or joint rooms for 
their treatments. 

9/ Wood Hall Hotel & Spa, West Yorkshire 
Built in 1750 and perched high on a hill amongst 100 acres, Wood Hall Hotel &
Spa is a hidden treasure. Offering some of the finest views in Yorkshire, it is an
ideal oasis to relax and recharge. Facilities include treatment rooms, indoor
swimming pool, sauna, steam room, spa pool and small gym.

7
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Homestead Park  Dollis Hill | NW2

£785,000 Freehold

We are delighted to have sole agency instructions to market
this Arts and Crafts style 3 bedroom semi-detached house in
a private road off Dollis Hill Lane opposite Gladstone Park.
• Only a visit to Homestead Park will allow you to appreciate
the charming nature of the location • Gas central heating 
• Detached garage with own drive in • Private road • Few yards
to Gladstone Park • The nearest stations are Dollis Hill or
Neasden (Jubilee Line) • Total area: 1,095 sq ft (101.7 sq m).

Harlesden Road  NW10

£775,000 Freehold

A two storey spacious Victorian built centre terrace house
in this desirable residential road off Pound Lane being the
continuation of Chambers Lane.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • Spacious
kitchen/diner • 2 bathrooms • 3 double bedrooms • Chain free
sale • Located within a quarter of a mile radius approximately
of multiple shopping and bus services at Willesden High Road
• Total area: 1,148 sq ft (106.6 sq m).

Dollis Hill Lane  NW2

£750,000 Freehold

A large 3 double bedroom semi detached house in this
sought after residential road. The property is located
close to the Neasden end of Dollis Hill Lane.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • Potential to
extend the house (subject to planning  permission) • Ground
floor guest cloakroom • Intercommunicating kitchen and rear
living room • South facing 70’ approximately rear garden • Garage
to side of the property • Total area: 1,221 sq ft (113.4 sq m).
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Cairnfield Avenue  NW2

£715,000 Freehold

A semi-detached extended and spacious well presented
house in this popular road off Neasden shopping centre.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • 4 bedrooms 
• 2 bathrooms (one en-suite) • Ground floor rear extension
providing dining room and utility area • Off street parking to
front of property for two vehicles • Garage to rear of property
approached via a shared drive-in • Two tier rear garden
approximately 65’ in length • Total area: 1,568 sq ft (145.7 sq m). 

hoopersestateagents.co.uk | 020 8450 1633
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Cobbold Road  NW10

£675,000 Freehold

An opportunity to purchase a fabulous well maintained
centre terrace Victorian built two floor house in this
popular road off Roundwood Road.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • Natural wood
internal doors • 3 double bedrooms • 3 reception rooms 
• The nearest stations are Dollis Hill and Neasden (Jubilee Line) 
• Local shops are within a few hundred yards at Church Road 
• Total area: 1,097 sq ft (101.9 sq m).

The Circle  Neasden | NW2

£625,000 Freehold

An extended well presented family house in this popular
residential road.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • Kitchen
extension to ground floor • Utility room/office extension to
ground floor • Ground floor guest cloakroom • 4 bedrooms 
• Large bathroom/WC to first floor • Garage to rear of property 
• Located within a few hundred yards of Neasden shopping
centre and bus services • Total area: 1,379 sq ft (128.1 sq m).

Yewfield Road  NW10

£585,000 Freehold

An extended centre terrace Victorian built 3 bedroom well
presented house in this residential road off Roundwood Road.
• Gas central heating • Double glazing • Ground floor shower
room/WC • First floor bathroom/WC • Kitchen/Diner extension 
• The property is located within a few hundred yards of
Roundwood Road multiple shopping and bus facilities 
• Total area: 1,046 sq ft (97.1 sq m).
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Sonia Gardens  NW10

£750,000 Freehold

A spacious semi-detached 1930’s built house in this
sought after residential road situated between Dudden
Hill Lane and Park View Road.
• Ground floor rear extension • Gas central heating • Double
glazed windows • Off street parking to front for two vehicles 
• South facing rear garden • Garage with own drive in • Total
area: 1,177 sq ft (109.3 sq m).

hoopersestateagents.co.uk | 020 8450 1633
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What do you get when you mix one of the world’s
best food photographers, a hugely well respected
music journalist and a top rock and roll chef to the
stars, add a heaped spoonful of Heston Blumenthal
then stir in a large amount of the world’s best
musicians? You get LoveMusicLoveFood. A journey
with a charitable aim started at the Lowry Hotel,
Salford, and ended with Juliette Lewis wrapping

her legs round a Gibson guitar dripping with
chocolate in Miahaus studios, Los Angeles,
LoveMusicLoveFood is the lovechild of award
winning photographer Patrice de Villiers.

Inspired by an aftershow conversation in the Lowry
Hotel bar with Muse frontman Matt Bellamy who
divulged that he makes his own pasta, the kernel

of the idea was borne, to combine the epicurean
delights of food & music in a collection of
sumptuous, surreal images portraying the great,
good, up and coming of the music industry with
the food they love, or as in Noel Gallagher’s case,
beverage, with his beloved Yorkshire tea.

To make that idea a reality, Patrice enlisted the help
of many talented individuals, generous companies
and with the goodwill of over 60 artists and their
management and PR teams, LoveMusicLoveFood
now exists 2 years later in exhibition and book
form. The book includes interviews by celebrated
music journalist Andrew Harrison, recipes by rock
and roll caterer Sarah Muir and a foreword by Brit
superstar chef, Heston Blumenthal. And the force
behind it all comes from her desire to produce
something extraordinary for an extraordinary
charity, Teenage Cancer Trust.

Teenage Cancer Trust is a UK based charity & many
of it’s core supporters can be seen in
LoveMusicLoveFood: The Rockstar Cookbook, from
it’s most vocal patron, Roger Daltrey, to Paul Weller,
Kasabian, Kelly Jones, Brian May Siouxsie Sioux,
Ellie Goulding, Tinie Tempah even Sir Cliff Richard
features as well as US stars such as Brandon Flowers
and the list goes on.

All proceeds from book & print sales go to Teenage
Cancer Trust so to donate and get a fabulous book
go online to:

www.lovemusiclovefood.org (RRP £30)
To buy exclusive limited edition prints go to:
www.lovemusiclovefood.moonfruit.com
For information about the charity please visit:
www.teenagecancertrust.orgway

Original concept & images: Patrice de Villiers
Interviews: Andrew Harrison
Recipes: Sarah Muir

Lovemusic, love food
A story of passion, collaboration, determination and draping pasta over rockstars...

The perfect latte and amaretti biscotti

For the amaretti biscotti (makes 36):
400g plain floor
2 tsp baking powder
125g butter softened
200g caster sugar
2 medium eggs
2 tsp finely grated orange zest
1 tsb almond extract
75g almond flakes, toasted
1 large egg white, lightly whisked, to glaze

For the latte:
Preheat your mug with hot water. Pour enough milk into a jug to almost fill your
mug. Place the steam wand in the mug and steam for 10 - 20 seconds. Steam with
the end of the wand partially out of the milk to aerate it - this creates a lovely
velvety foam. After the first 10 - 20 seconds move the steam wand to the bottom
of your jug and steam the milk until hot. Make 1 or 2 espresso shots depending
on your desired taste. Pour into the warmed mug and then pour the milk on top,
holding back the foam with a spoon. Fill the mug to about 1cm from the top,
gently spoon on the foam from the jug to top off your latte.

For the amaretti biscotti:
Preheat the oven to 190*C/Gas mark 5. Line a baking tray with baking parchment.
Sift the flour and baking powder together and set aside. In another large bowl,
cream together the butter and sugar until light and fluffy. Beat in the eggs, one
at a time, then stir in the orange zest and almond extract. Add in the flour and
stir until smooth. Finally mix in the toasted almonds.

Divide the dough in half and shape each into a log, about 5cm in diameter. Place
both on the baking tray and gently flatten. Brush the tops with egg whites. Bake
for 25 minutes until light brown.

Leave to cool slightly then gently cut the logs diagonally into 1cm slices. Place
the slices flat on the baking tray and bake for a further 10 minutes until crisp.
Transfer to a wire rack to cool. Store the biscotti in a paper bag to help them 
soften slightly.

Paul Weller loves…
Café Latte and Amaretti Biscotti



Lobster thermidor and roasted vegetables: Serves 4

For the sauce:
Lay the cooked lobsters belly down on a board, hold firmly and cut lengthways
in half. Remove all the meat from the claws, tail and head, saving any coral. Cut
the meat up into small pieces and place back in the shell with the coral.

For the sauce, melt the butter in a large saucepan, add the shallots and cook until
softened. Add the stock, wine and cream and bring to the boil. Let bubble until
reduced by half, then add mustard, chopped herbs, lemon juice and cayenne.
Season to taste with salt and pepper. Preheat the grill to high. Spoon the sauce
over the lobster meat, sprinkle with the parmesan, and place the lobster halves
under the grill for 3-4 minutes until golden brown. Serve with lemon wedges.

For the roasted vegetables:
Preheat the oven to 200*C/Gas mark 6. Poor half of the olive oil into a large
ovenproof dish and place in the oven to heat up.

Meanwhile, put the red onion, asparagus, courgettes, fennel, garlic, fennel seeds,
salt and remaining olive oil into a large bowl and toss well. Carefully tip it all into
the heated dish. 

Cook in the oven for 15 minutes, checking after 10 minutes and turning down
the heat if the vegetables are browning too quickly. Add the tomatoes on their
vines and roast for a further 5 minutes or until the vegetables are caramelised.

Serve immediately, drizzled with balsamic vinegar and sprinkled with the
chopped herbs.  

Mick Hucknall loves…
Lobster Thermidor and Roasted Vegetables

22 | Property News

Traditional fish and chips with gherkin salsa: Serves 4

For the fish and chips:
Preheat the oven to 150*C/Gas mark 2. Peel the potatoes and cut into thick chips.
Rinse in cold water and pat dry with a clean tea towel. Heat the oil in a deep-fat
fryer or a large heavy-based saucepan 150*C. Check that it is hot enough by
carefully placing one chip into the oil; if it gently fries the oil is ready.

When the oil is hot, fry the potatoes in batches for 10-12 minutes until golden.
The chips will fry better if there is room in the pan so be careful not to over-fill it.
To check that they are cooked, pierce one chip with a sharp knife; it should be
soft and fluffy. Lift out with a slotted spoon, drain on kitchen paper and place on
baking tray lined with greaseproof paper. Place on a low shelf in the oven to keep
warm while you cook the fish.

Increase the oil temperature to 180*C (use a thermometer to check if necessary).
Meanwhile, to make the batter for the fish, sift the flour and bicarbonate of soda
into a large bowl and whisk in the cold beer. The batter should be the consistency
of very thick cream; add more liquid if it is too thick.

Cook the fish fillets in batches to stop them sticking together. Dip the fillets into
the batter, ensuring they are fully coated, then gently lower into the oil. Fry for
4-5 minutes until golden brown and cooked through. Remove with a slotted

spoon, drain on kitchen paper and place on baking tray lined with greaseproof
paper, keep warm in the oven while you cook the rest. Wait for the oil to reheat
before frying the second batch.

Season the fried fish with salt and pepper and serve immediately, with the chips
and a dollop of the gherkin, lemon and parsley salsa on the side.

For the gherkin, lemon and parsley salsa:
Mix all the ingredients together in a small bowl. Cover and leave to stand in the
fridge for two hours. Taste before serving; if the salsa is a bit tart dissolve a little
white sugar in a small amount of hot water and add to the salsa to sweeten a little.

Sophie Ellis-Bexter loves…
Fish, Chips and a Gherkin

2 large lobsters, cooked
40g parmesan cheese, freshly grated
For the sauce:
60g butter
2 shallots, peeled and finely chopped
570ml fish stock
2tbsp medium dry white wine
110ml double cream
½ tsp English mustard 
1tbsp chopped fresh parsley
1tbsp chopped fresh chives
1tbsp chopped fresh dill
Juice of 1 lemon
Pinch of cayenne pepper
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper
Lemon wedges, to serve

For the roasted vegetables:
8 tbsp olive oil
2 large red onions, peeled and quartered
10 asparagus spears, trimmed and cut into long
diagonal slices
2 courgettes, trimmed, halved and cut into long
diagonal slices
1 fennel bulb, trimmed, halved lengthways and
cut into 10cm think slices
8 garlic cloves, peeled
1tbsp fennel seeds, crushed
Pinch of salt (ideally Fleur de Sel de Camargue)
4 trusses of baby plum tomatoes on the vine
Drizzle of good-quality balsamic vinegar
1tbsp chopped fresh basil
1tbsp chopped fresh parsley

For the fish and chips:
6 large white potatoes
Sunflower or vegetable oil, for deep-frying
4 pieces cod of haddock, about 175g each
225g self-raising flower
1/4 tsp bicarbonate of soda 
300ml beer (or soda water), well chilled
Sea salt and freshly ground black pepper

For the gherkin, lemon and parsley salsa:
Small handful of fresh leaf parsley, stalks
removed and finely chopped
Finely grated zest of 2 lemons
8 pickled gherkins, finely diced, plus 4 tsp
vinegar from the jar
2 garlic cloves, peeled and crushed
4 shallots, peeled and finely diced
A little sugar (optional)
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Randall Avenue NW2Alric Avenue NW10Dollis Hill Lane NW2Oxgate Gardens NW2 Cairnfield Avenue NW2

Kenwyn Court NW2 Sonia Gardens NW10 Hamilton Road NW10 Cairnfield Avenue NW2 Dawpool Road NW2 Randall Avenue NW2

Balnacraig Avenue NW10 Tanfield Avenue NW2

SOLD
020 8450 1633

Park View Road NW10 Elm Grove NW2

This is a small selection of properties we have recently sold...
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Shepherds Walk  NW2

£489,950 Freehold

A well presented family house constructed circa 1988 by
Costain Homes and situated in this residential development
of similar type properties just off Brook Road.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • Off street
parking to front • Through lounge • Ground floor guest
cloakroom • 3 bedrooms to first floor • Family bathroom and
en-suite shower room/WC to main bedroom • Landscaped 
54’ approx long rear garden • Total area: 833 sq ft (77.4 sq m).

Dollis Hill Avenue  NW2

£710,000 Freehold

A charming extended purpose built 4 bedroom 
semi-detached house in this desirable residential road
just off the Edgware Road (A5).
• Gas central heating • 4 bedrooms to first floor • Extended rear
reception room • Lounge • Ground floor shower room and first
floor bathroom • Spacious kitchen • Side pedestrian access 
• South facing rear garden with decking and lawn • Chain free
sale • Total area: 1,981 sq ft (184 sq m).

Alington Crescent  NW9

Offers in Excess of £700,000 Freehold

A massive extended semi-detached house constructed in
1930’s and comprising 6 BEDROOMS and 2 bathrooms.
• Guest cloakroom • Utility room • 2 large reception rooms 
• Huge kitchen/diner • Garage (currently converted into
another room) • Gas central heating • Off street parking for
several vehicles • Large outbuilding to rear garden • Chain free
sale • Total area: 2,304 sq ft (214.01 sq m).
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Franklyn Road  NW10

£625,000 Freehold

A well presented end terrace Victorian built 3 bedroom
family house in this residential road off Roundwood Road.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • Extended
kitchen • Ground floor shower room/WC • First floor
bathroom/WC • Franklyn Road only has houses to one side of
the road • The nearest shops are at Church Road within a few
hundred yards • The nearest stations are Neasden or Dollis Hill
(Jubilee Line) • Total area: 931 sq ft (86.5 sq m).

hoopersestateagents.co.uk | 020 8450 1633
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Dollis Hill Lane  NW2

£550,000 Leasehold

A unique opportunity to purchase a recently refurbished
amazing 3 bedroom garden flat located on ground and
lower ground floors.
• 3 good size bedrooms • 2 Bathrooms (one en-suite to main
bedroom) • Under floor central heating • Chain free sale • Own front
door • Off street parking to front • Sole use of south facing 100 ft
approx rear garden • Lounge/kitchen • The nearest stations are Dollis
Hill or Neasden (Jubilee line) • Total area: 1,019 sq ft (94.7 sq m).

Larch Road  Cricklewood | NW2

£475,000 Leasehold

A very spacious first floor flat carved from a two storey
period centre terrace house and offered for sale chain free.
• Gas central heating • Period features • 2 double bedrooms 
• Lounge with feature fireplace • Fitted kitchen • Modern bathroom
• The property is located with in a few hundred yards of shops and
bus services at Cricklewood Broadway • The nearest stations are
Cricklewood (overground) or Willesden Green (Jubilee line) 
• Total area: 712 sq ft (66.1 sq m).

FLAT
FOR
SALE

FLAT
FOR
SALE
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A selection of properties recently let by Hoopers...

Westway NW10LET BY
020 8452 1436 Southview Avenue NW10LET BY

020 8452 1436

Hawarden Hill NW2LET BY
020 8452 1436Westmeath House NW2LET BY

020 8452 1436 Waterloo Road NW2LET BY
020 8452 1436

Paddock Road NW2LET BY
020 8452 1436Coles Green Road NW2LET BY

020 8452 1436 Dawpool Road NW2LET BY
020 8452 1436

With more and more landlords realising
the benefits of letting through an ARLA
(Association of Residential Letting
Agents) member rather than trying to go
it alone (particularly with legislation and
local Council restrictions increasing all
the time) we have been busy providing a
top class service at a very reasonable rate
of commission and the fact that we can
provide an all inclusive management
service if required through our associate
company Flatt & Houseman has worked
well for many of our new clients.

This large uplift in lettings is also due to
the hard work of our new lettings team

of Salman Sahibzada (Lettings Manager)
and Joanna Solska (Lettings Negotiator)
who have forged a formidable team to
improve Hoopers lettings, which until
recently was a secondary part of our
business model.

You will see from the opposite page
some of the properties we have recently
let and because we are one of the most
successful selling agents in the area we
have a number of people who buy
properties through Hoopers to let and
our lettings department provide a follow
up service, and forge long term
relationships with these clients  once 

a property has been purchased. 
Our lettings department provide 
tenant referencing, rent guaranties,
photographs of your property, property
inventories, check-in and check-out
facilities and of course a management
service provided by our associate
company, Flatt & Houseman.

If you have a property to let in NW2,
NW10 or NW9 employ us to take the
labour out of your letting and to ensure
that your rental property does not give
you a headache. 

2015 has been our best ever
year for lettings because... 

Our lettings team can be contacted on 020 8452 1436

We look forward to welcoming all new landlords in 2016 and in the 
meantime we would like to take this opportunity of wishing you 

a Merry Christmas and a prosperous 2016.
“ “



Tanfield Avenue  NW2

£359,950 Leasehold

A spacious ground floor purpose built 1930’s style 
2 bedroom maisonette in this popular residential location.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • Own front door to
street • Own rear garden • Lease approximately 150 years remaining
• Located within a few hundred yards of Crest Road schools with
bus services running along Tanfield Avenue • The nearest station is
Neasden (Jubilee Line) • Total area: 613 sq ft (57 sq m).

Braemar Avenue  NW10

£295,000 Leasehold

A 2 bedroom first floor maisonette situated in this popular
residential road off Neasden Lane North.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • Own rear
garden • Own front door to street • The nearest station is
Neasden (Jubilee Line) • Total area: 557 sq ft (51.8 sq m).

Dixon Way  NW10

£289,950 Leasehold

A second floor flat in modern purpose built residential
development constructed some 10 years ago. 
• Double bedroom with built-in wardrobe • Lounge open plan
with spacious kitchen • Bathroom/WC • Gas central heating 
• Double glazed windows • Own balcony • The property is
located within approx a half mile maximum radius of Craven
Park and Church Road multiple shopping and bus services 
• Total area 549 sq ft (51 sq m).

Hawarden Hill  NW2

£379,950 Leasehold

Ground floor well presented 2 double bedroom flat in this
sought after residential development over looking Gladstone
Park and constructed circa 1982 by Barratt Homes.
• Gas central heating • Double glazed windows • Entry phone
system • Residents parking • Security system to main door 
• Communal gardens • The property is located within a few
hundred yards of Gladstone Park • Total area: 703 sq ft (65.4 sq m).

FLAT
FOR
SALE

FLAT
FOR
SALE

FLAT
FOR
SALE

FLAT
FOR
SALE
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We are proud sponsors of Our Lady of Grace, St Mary
Magdalen’s and The Convent of Jesus & Mary School
Christmas fairs.

Our Lady of Grace fair was held on the 28th November, 
St Mary Magdalen’s on the 5th December, and The Convent
of Jesus & Mary event on the 12th December.

You will note from the photographs how successful the events
were, and we are pleased to have been able to support these
worthwhile causes.

Ho-Ho-Ho...

John Hooper presenting a cheque to Ms Teresa O'Higgins
(Headmistress of The Convent of Jesus & Mary School) on Saturday 12th December




